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CHAPTER I. 

n*if ntght; and night in dismal starless mood, 

WboD dsmons ill usurp o*eT spirits good. 

What Ions )»le U this, which ruins crush the ground| 

Which vacant courts inhospitably sound ? 

What naturM roan is this, whose blazing eye, 

Thougk formed to charm, he tutors to defy ? 

Who's chargM with care, yet wears liealth*s blithest stain^ 

.Whose brows fierce writhe, or arch with high disdain. 

Who speaks without a tongue, I am myself alono^ 

Nor elder maker than myself will own ? 

Yet seen by athelfts who their God can doubt. 

In his Creator they would find him out. 

One fine evening, late in the autum- 
nal seafoD, the peafantry of a small viU 
lage» seated on the bosom of one of those 
mountains which diversify the fertile 
bordersoftheFrench eastern limits, were 
assembled to recreate sifter the fatigues 
of a toilsome day; and to cool their 

VOL, I. B 



J2 THE THREE BROTHERS. 

parched paktes with an excellent flavour- 
jedwine, and succulent fruitage, the valu- 
able productions of their rich and well 
cultivated vallies* 

The village of R .contained in 

itself a very inconsiderable number of 
houses ; but then these, from the em- 
bowered mansion of the worthy pastor 
to the thatched cabin of his meanest 
parishioner, bore so great an appearance 
of comfort and conveniency as mightin- 
duce an attentive stranger to respect the 
lord of this estate for a man considerate 
of his dependants' ease, and an honour- 
able exception to that despotic system, 
which rendered the nobles of Europe in 
those days barbarous oppressors of 
their subjects, rebels to their monarch, 
and weak misguided advocates for the 
expiring privileges of feudal indepen- 
dence. Whether this conclusion be just 
or not, we shall hereafter see, when 
more than nominally intimate with the 
Marquis deSouvricour^ who was thepre- 
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sent master of these domains ; and how 
far his character could influence that 
sangnineness of disposition so distin« 
guishable in the countenances of these 
Hicrry rustics. 

But \vhatcvcr the cause might bci 
a livelier group could hardly be found, 
nor, indeed, a more harmless one, 
than that now met on a slender lawn 
before the house of the good priest. 
The labour of the day was finished ; and 
the temperature of the air braced their 
spirits to the exercise of active sports, 
in which practice they gained health 
and vigour; while what the emulous 
youth found equally grateful, was a 
frank acknowledgment of his superi- 
ority in these feats, testified by some, tri* 
fling token of conquest, valuable only 
from the occasion* Men, women, and 
babes, old and young, the handsome 
and the ordinary, were every one en- 
gaged in the keen pursuit of mirth: 
the little talents of individuals promoted 
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the general amusement ; and as the o1> 
J€Ct was single, united were all their en- 
4eavours Jto attain it. The laugh broke 
ibrth in peals i^ and jests most innocent 
heightened it to the shrillest note with- 
in the voices' coinpass; till the thought- 
less laughers were glad to hug a full 
4raught of their rdFreshing wine, and to 
cry for quarter from the ancient tattlers 
•whose .conceits extorted such tribute 
iirom their lungs. The flasks being com- 
pletely drained, the c^ilarated company 
arose to form their usual dance; the 
younger paxt quickly removed all inv- 
peding stools and benches, while the 
^ders were equally solicitous to order 
the ceremony as satisfia<:torily as circum*- 
4SLtances would allow : but in this, alas] 
iheir endeavours were not gifted with 
the happiest avail ; and it is likely, had 
the same curious stranger, so observant 
of their habitations, continued his stric- 
tures on themselves^ he would have ex- 
pressed a real surprise at the deficiency 
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of young men ; for the want of \diom 
theprettiest black-eyed girls of the neigh- 
bourhood experienced the most mortify- 
ing checks to their volatility in* the stiff 
infirmities of their partners; and were 
(still worse!), often reduced to the dis- 
agreeable necessity of pairing with others 
of their own sex. But it muft be un- 
dterstood, that the robust and youtlily 
members of this community, possessed 
with the noble desire to distinguish 
ihemsdvcs in the wars in which their 
country was engaged, had besought their 
young lord Henri to incorporate them 
with the troops he commanded; and 
their requests being, eagerly accepted, 
they were marshalled by esteemed 
officers, and marched into Lombardy, 
where a successful campaign gained them 
ithe approbation of the most skilful 
veterans, furthered by an acknowledg- 
ment from their monarch, Francis thfc 
first, whose sun of glory long was past 
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its zenith, and. declined towards his 
wary adversary Charles the fifth. This 
was the source of the difficulty just mea- 
tioned, and of some litde disagreexxie;ut 
in coupling the few young fellows that 
remained -, but the Gallic tamper boasts 
the happy faculty of pliability, and a. 
Tivacity of mind which forbids their 
ever letting slip a present pleasure, oa 
account of any recollections of a livelier 
past, or apprehensions of a dismaller 
future. Behold then the. dance in it^ 
height : each dancer exerting his. or her 
limbs in their utmost agility to keqi 
time with the liveliest measure a son of 
merriment ever moved, to. As. no 
Frenchman, gifted with any vigour, caa 
so far restrain nature as to sit still oxx 
these occasions^ the number was great^ 
including all the inhabitants of the placc^^ 
save half a dozen most decrepit of the 
seniors, whom their performances on 
their rude instruments still kq^t in iiQn 
portance ; and about them the eccentric 
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cities of the figure often bringing half 
the group, rendered them in some de- 
gree sharers in the entertainment so ex- 
travagantly they doted on. Thrice was 
the time changed, when the ears of 
all were saluted with the harsh and swel- 
ling sound of martial music ; it came 
from a distant quarter, and trembled 
on the evening gale. All were in in- 
stant confusion : the pusillanimous ex* 
pressed a tliousand vague fears; the 
women snatched up their children and 
fled into the houses ; the garden of the 
pastor was crowded by a multitude wh6 
vociferated most strenuously for the aid 
of St. John their favourite saint ; while 
the unfortunate musicians, helpless and 
abandoned, found fortitude in necessity,, 
and recommended to one another the 
keeping of their seats as the only proba- 
ble means of restoring confidence to the 
affrighted people. How long they might 
have persisted in this resolution it is im- 
possible to say ; their attention becamjP 

B 4 
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fixed on an approaching peasant, who 
ran up the acclivity* of the monntain, 
shouting with all his might. Soon as 
he sat foot on the level, lately so alive, 
he was eagerly interrogated the cause of 
his excessive glee. " Permit me a mo- 
ment of breath," gasped he, ** and I 
will tell you all: — but first give me a 
glass of wine, — my lungs are as dry as 
a -scorched Hadder." KBs request was 
immediately complied with ; and, after 
3 hearty draught, he acquainted diern^ 
that the music they then heard nearing 
every moment, proclaimed the home* 
ward march of a numerous body of their 
countrymen, who were returning in a 
triumphal manner from the Italian cam- 
paign. Continued he — ^^ as we have 
all of us, you know, a brother, or a 
son, or a father, not to mention mul- 
titudes of lovers, engaged in the ser- 
vice these have quitted, I could not find 
it in my heart to sratisfy my own d^ire 
of inquiry, without giving you all tlKj 
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same opportunity : so here I am/' This 
intelligence did not in the least abate the 
tumult, though it might the terrors 
every one hasted down the sides of the 
eminence ; and the hdiy man, who, heart- 
ing such disorderly invocations, had 
come from his study to inquire the mo* 
tive, beheld the people fleeing from him 
in all directions. *^ What can occasion 
this confusion?'' said he, addressing 
one of the old men whom invincible 
weakness still confined to his chair. The 
answer quickly unravelled the. cause; 
and he advanced to the brow of the 
hill, whence he overlooked a plain con* 
fined on every side by the range of moun^ 
tains. A band of warriors were form* 
ing in this plain ; remoter companies 
were wheeling round the foot of a hill, 
down which steep declivity their fellows 
filed in long succession } their glittering 
armour contrasted with the tall shrubs 
that bordered their sinuous path, and 
being in the like minute many times 
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eclipsed and displayed, entertained 
the sight with an incessant varying of 
rffect. The music now in whispers 
borne, now bursting full and awful in 
the ear, raised in the breast of the god- 
ly man emotions which on reflection 
grew painful: for as he beheld the gal- 
kjptt equipage of the equestrian leaders 
who proudly pranced along the linej 
the numerous standards, floating in the 
air, and all the bright ornaments witi 
an unsparing hand bestowed, he felt 
the seductive charm ; and with a sigh 
acknowledged, youth could scarce be 
proof against the grand deceit, Fronj 
the gloom this inspired, he was relieved 
by seeing a party of these gay soldiers 
detach themselves from the main body : 
they marched bver a slight wooden 
bridge that crossed a stream which 
wandered through the neighbouring valr 
lies, and advanced with a nimble step 
towards the village, while the rest con;i 
tinned their progress, ^long it& serpen? 
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tme banks.. A joyful suspicion stinick 
his mind, which wtcs instantly confirmed 
by the shouts of the peasantry, who 
ran- forward to welcome the return of 
their beloved relatives.. He quitted the 
eminence^ and warning them as he pass* 
ed, left the impotent old men in a fren- 
zy of joy, exchanging the most signifi^ 
cant expressions of grimace. The ail 
rung with the acclamations of the soldi* 
ers and their friends ; and as soon as tlie 
commanders permitted the former to 
disperse, the tables were again coveied, 
the exhausted flasks replenished, and 
every preparation made for conviviality. 
** Health to my worthy father!*' ex- 
claimed a young chevalier, leaping froih 
his courser to greet the approaching 
priest. >• I am heartily glad to find 
your looks so sound.'' 

** I thank you, my son,'^ replied the 
holy father} "and congratudate your safe 
f«tum." 

** k is somewhat tabe wondered at,** 
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rejoined the chevalier, who was the 
young lord Henri. " Our foes ware too 
gallant not to wdcome us^ and oftcn^ 
when we met, would wUlin^y hawe de- 
tained us; but seriously, two sudi vali- 
ant nations cannot long be adyorse, and 
in that confidence I have already began 
to cement the public union by private 
friendship.** Uttering th^e last words, 
he led forward a cavalier, in whose coun- 
tenance so plainly an honest ingenuous^ 
ness was depicted, that he could not 
mijss a prepossession of the hearts of his 
beholders. " This is Signor Gaudio dr 
Santillana," said he ; ** the chance of 
war gave him to my hands, and his 
great accomplishments have raised him 
to my heart. I fed myself happy in 
hisaffectionsand honoured in his esteem* 
We are now such sworn friends, that I 
could almost firmly believe what in 
sport I often have heard professed, men 
must be one time inimical to gain a true 
sense of each other's value.** 
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*^ 1 perfectly agree with that idea,*' 
added Claudio; ^^ for from your owm 
conduct I dcai^v" ^7 conviction of its 
irudi* TUSl I became your opponent I 
(nupccted not superior conduct ; and be* 
tore I was your captive, knew rather 
from hearsay than experience that noble 
generosity which a man in arms should 
practise to his fellow/' 

** A truce, my dear Claudio !'* cried 
the lively Henri, ^^ to acknowledgments { 
or, in justice to yourself, and these my 
brave followers, permit me to say com* 
pUments. For your own treatment look 
no wider than yonr own deserts; for 
the gallantry which gained me so vahuu 
ble a prize I now thank my valiant com- 
rades; at whose head I have fought 
from the rising to the sinking of the 
Sim, and never once found cause to 
cry-^come on !'' To this speech his 
armed vassals replied with the liveHest 
testimonies of a sincere affection : they 
crowded about him^ they wq)t their 
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'gratitude for his praise; the dangers 
passed swam before their eyes, and 
their hearts expanded at the sight of him 
who had brought them safely thr ougli alk 
•A murmur glided among the throng; 
the voice of re^ct for a time was genv 
tly low; but when the sobbing soldiers 
told their victories, and bared the nu- 
merous scars the price of them, the en*^ 
thusia&tic glow, kindled in every breast, 
faur&t into the wildest expres^on. The 
crowd pressed around their adored 
master, and, raising him in their arms^ 
bore him with a triumphant air to the 
portal of the priest,, whose repeated ia^ 
vitations to refresh Henri had accepted. 
** My good father,** said Henri, observ* 
higthe attention of his host bent on his 
eyes, which, truth to say, were swim- 
ming with moisture, ** Ifed^theweaknesa 
of some natures may often beget the 
sweetest moments which a strength, of 
wisdom would overleap; and though phi* 
losophy disapprove the indulgenc&o£ ous 
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feelings, if they only betriiy that weak* 
ness, it need not condemn them/' 

** They betray themselves," returned 
the churchman, . *^ who seek to check 
the emotions of a sensible heart. Hea« 
ven forbid I should decry in the children 
of society, what to maay . is the only 
solace for its cares !** 

The chevalier continiied. " A prao» 
tiser* of the peace can. little conceive the 
effusions of tenderness you have this in- 
stant witnessed; nor the mutual aU 
tachment which often subsits between 
the l^gher asul lower ranks jn the army: 
this, as. sometimes happens;, centering in 
the person of a favourite chief or lead^ 
er, niounts by successive proofs of his 
merit to a degree of adoration, which is 
retuoied by his keenest solicitude for 
their lives and honour «. He sees in 
them the dependants on his skill, the suf- 
fcrers from his default, and the patient 
conQders in his care. No intercourse 
^twi^i^t man and man can weave a band 
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-SO firm as this. I have cpmbat^d in the 
company of these men : I have com^ 
manded, and they have rushed japcm a 
^ove of pikes ; we have given ground, 
and they have dcreened my person £rom 
the foe: I have; stood the rsdiying point 
to which al) were anxious to hasten; 
and, as the sparkling of my eyes elate^ 
<heir hearts, so became they depressed 
If apprehension was visible there. They 
a[^p€ar to me as sturdy {Moneers smooth- 
ing my path of glory} and when to thdr 
£rst essay of war I led them on, eager yet 
diffident, the loss of each, as the artillery 
{9wq>t them jdown^ seemed a limb torn 
£pom my body, a sudden check to my 
pursuit of £Hne. Now,, holy father, 
is there not reason to rejcHce when I re- 
store so many gallant f(dlows in safety 
to their homes? nor ean you be surpris- 
ed that I iriiould weep, when I knew 
that in: the muldtode, parents there were 
would vainly seek-to^brace their sons j 
but these I likewise know are few, and 
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feel whh proudest exultation that die 
grandest token of good generalship ife 
the safety of the victors." 

•* And the warrior who does not think 
like you, my noble lord/' said the priests, 
clasping the hand of Henri, *^ does not 
deserve to be intrusted with the life of 
a dog/' adjoined Claudio; ^^much less 
withthatofaman.** Thevehenjenceofthe 
speaker produced^ Isimle in Henri, and 
the Oiir^, Who, taking tfn arm of eaeh^ 
;led them M ifsmsSl rdfiectory, where 
^he board was neatly spread. 

^ I am but in provided for an enters 
tainment,'' said he, pointing to some 
cold viands; *^bat your fNCofession, gen- 
tlemen, befriends my poor table, ins0- 
much as it scklom grants you opportvP* 
nity to seek for delicacies/* ** True,?* 
replied Henri; •* and so far we are 
obliged to it, as our palates are in ^i(* 
cellcnt order. But these^ father !** observ- 
ing some fruits and wines ; •* these will 
^bemore the welcome, forthey arethclesis 
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common : tho' we sometimes contrived 
to devour a hasty dinner, the alarms^ of 
this good cavaKer's party seldom permit^ 
ted us to taste the dessert*. So» come, 
Claudio ! we will be -kinder to you than 
your former friends, and press you to 
eat and drink heartily of this delicious 
produce of the most valued part belong- 
ing to my £ather the marquis's eastern 
estate/' A brisk pretty damsel, niece 
to the priest, pbced the fruits upon the 
table ; then giving seats to the young 
men, to their infinite regret, she mq- 
destly withdrew: however ^ her absence 
had little effect in depressing their i^irits, 
for they discoursed with their host on 
various topics till the first shades qf 
night shed a gloom through the aparJb- 
ment, and warned them to prepare for 
departure.. To the solicitations of th|B 
priest, who wished him to sleeps in his 
house, Henri opposed the requests^ of h]3 
brother officers, and the necessity of 
his attending those troops who. 
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xqarchingto a town some leagues distant. 
These objections were not to be over- 
ruled ; sOy bidding the priest a kind £dire- 
W€;U, the two friends hastened through 
thegarden to mount their horses, which 
were quietly standing near the gate. **At 
le^t/^ said the Cur6 who attended them 
from the house; ^^ at least suffer me to 
procure you a guide.*' 

" By no means," cried Henri ; "Pierre 
is well acquainted with the road, and 
I have a slight recollection of the cd\m« 
;try: there can be no danger.*' 

** Pardon me,'* returned the Curtf, 
^" there may be great danger;" and his 
eyes fell on Pierre who was alighted to 
repair some accident in the furniture of 
his £eed: " there is a certaint/ of some 
danger, as the roads dXic yet unrepair- 
ed since the enemy's inroad. Do nol: 
go ungiiided*." 

** We shall do extremdy well," ex* 
clsumed the gay chevalier; "better in 
my opinioa than if burdened with the 



ao THE THKJSE BROTHERS^ 

company of another : besides, there is no 
peasant I <would exact such service from, 
so much more happily as he is now 
employed* Tlierefore, my dear father, 
trust us to our fortunes ; if they 

• 

prove ill 'wc shall reflect the moreo/i 
your kindness/' His courser curvetting 
ampatient'tobe gone, he shook hands 
once more with the ptiest^ apd reinej^ 
it liyont tx^ igaUop o^^ , but he was pre-- 
•'vented hf the iii<|iAiries c£ Claudia for 
Im gi^re Evmlam. ^ Is he among the 
dancers?'^ 4Ui)E»iCllRudflO. ^Hewall^ 
towards them,^ , wpUed Fierte.. 

^ Go, amd bring him to us,'' safd 
Henri ; *• but do it artftiHy, for if my 
friends should rospect my departure it 
will not be^)6edy.'' Pierre quitted them, 
and the priept observed that he did not 
i^ecollect his countenance among t3&e 
chevalier's ancient retinue. ; 

^^ HeisrstiUnewinmysenpJice,'' said 
"Henri, ^^ and bis swarthy face prgu- 
iUces no one imiiis behalf: Intt I ^i^e 
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him honest, and am assured of his cou-^ 
i«age. Hk chief fault b an invincible sul-* 
lenness, which I dislike the mcnre, as you 
know, father, it i» fieur from being our 
characterisdc.*' The subject of these re- 
marks now rea{^>eared9 being acccnnpa- 
niedby a fridky well formed Italian, who 
protested has ignorance of so immediate 
a continuance of the journey. He was 
desired to get astride his ho]:se, which 
order he and his companion obeying,, 
Henri bade a last farewell to his host, 
2md by the side of his friend galloped 
down the descent of the mountain* 

Their spirits were exhilarated with 
the wine they had drunk, and they rode 
with a rapid pace till they reached the 
side of the river, on which opposite bank 
the road was traced: but here an un* 
thought of difficulty presented itself to 
the forward chevalier, in the swelling 
current, which falling from an eminence 
not a furlong distant whence he stood, 
rushed foaming before hb horse's head. 
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" Mon Dieul'^ qaculatcd he, ^ Bignot 
Claudio, our process is soon stopped." 

" Tliere must be some bridge here* 
about,'* said C3audio; but Kerre bdng 
questioned, told them they had passed 
the only bridge in the futhermost quar- 
ter of the plain: "but, *' added he, ** an 
cdd peasant lives somewhere in this val- 
ley by the profits of a wherry.'* 

" It must be distant hence," observed 
Claudio; *' tht current is here too swift 
for any strength to work a boat across." 

*' But lower down, Don Claudio," 
said Pierre, ** it is less violent." 

" We will then proceed on the mar- 
gin,'* said Henri, whom the whole com- 
pany followed, When they had threaded 
the serpentine course about an hundred 
yards, they perceived the waters more 
tranquil. "It is not unlikely that we may 
find a place fordable in this neigh- 
bourhood,** observed Henri j " for 'tis 
proved that the flood has sunk consider- 
ably by the appearance of these aqueous 
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ireeds that deform its borders." In a 
few minutes they entered on a grey 
swamp,- which in the wet season, as it 
lay undefended by any embankment, 
was exposed to inundation ; but parched 
by the extreme heat of the preceding 
summer, it yielded little to their weight. 
** We are here much on a' level with its 
surface," continued Henri: "What think 
you, Don Claudio, shall we venture to 
brave this formidable stream ?** 

" My humour is not over anxious to 
venture a chance of diving,'* replied 
Claudio; " and can we find this same 
ferryman Pierre mentions, 'twill by far 
be safer to commit ourselves to his skill, 
than to the power of these horses. I 
confess myself unwilling to trust mine, 
for his proficiency in swimming yet re- 
mains unproved." 

" I will wage this 'gainst any mare 
our side of the Alps," said the cheva- 
lier, stroking the arched neck of his 
beast, " ay, or stallion either, for 
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% mpst steady and persev^ag courager 
m the ^wildest eddy its kind dsure ^ngp 
amid: but a6 you ^e so diffident of the 
talents- of tlnU; you> ride, we'll e^en pro- 
secute our search for this okt man.'* . 

^ If my lord will permit me^V saidhig 
tjquire, *^ I wiUrgo forward, and see whe*- 
^er his house stand not beneath the 
iribade of ypnder dump of trees.'^ 

" With aU my heart/* said Ifenri ; 
^^ and make good haste, for I am in«^ 
dkied to fear he may be gone to merry* 
make with the rest of his neighbours/' 

^^ I ^arrant his absence from their 
mummery/^ replied Pierre; "'tis a 
surly unsociable creature/' - He then fped 
before his master, who followed him in x 
gentkrmode, and came to a little grove 
which his precursor had. entered ; 
passing through an alley > shaded and 
everhimg by the conjoined boughs of a 
double row of chestnuts, - he was weU 
Qomedv by Pierre, who said the wherry 
was preparing, foir their passage. ^' Old J 
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Jaqucs,'* added he, *^ though comfort- 
able at a good supper, is glad to quit it 
for the value of a sous. There is the 
cottage, and as snug a little convenien- 
cy as any in these parts/* 

'^ Won't your honours please to rest 
a bit?** asked a sturdy olive coloured 
youth. " My father is repairing one o£ 
his paddles, and it may be a work of 
some minutes.'* 

^^ You would do better to assist him,*' 
said the Chevalier : " We are eager to 
cross, and your dispatch shall not go 
unrewarded.** 

*' My industry would matter little,** 
returned the young man. ** It is a slcn- 
der job, and the handling of two would 
serve but for one to mar the other*s la- 
bour : would it not, friend Pierre ?'* 

^* I am not very conversant in handl- 
crafts,**said thesuUcn Squire, turning with 
disgust from so disagreeable an address. 

" O ho !** laughed the questioner, 
** I forgot your present fortune j and, 
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indeed, myself a little^'* correcting his 
risibility, and bowing low to the gen- 
tlemen. But Claudio, whose Italian re- 
serve shrunk from such freedom, de- 
sired him in a commanding tone to lead 
to the wherry ; and after some weak 
excuses, backed with clowtiish invita- 
tions to spend a moment in the hut, he 
was obliged to obey. " I can do nothing 
without my father," said he to the par* 
ty who were all safe in the boat j then 
calling loud on his name^ he added, *' by 
St. Jeremy, one might fancy him asleep! 
do go, Pierre, and see what is .become of 
him.'* Pierre resented this familiar re- 
quest by smartlyrecoramendingbimtobo 
moreattentvieto his employers' urgency^ 
and less impertinent in their company. 
The youth returned some blunt mysteri- 
ous answer, which was followed by the 
appearance of Jaques, with whose assist- 
ance he quickly paddled to the opposite 
shbre. " I ha*n*t this luck every day,*' 
faid the old man, bowing his thanks for 
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the money Henri put into his hand: 
^* these are hard times, monsieur ; what 
with the heat of war and the siimm^r, 
a poor boatman is scarce a degrae front, 
famine.'* 

" Of uTir and of summer!** exclaimed 
the donor. " Prithee, friend, how be- 
came these conjunctively adverse to thy 
profit ?** 

^* The first has left few people in this 
vicinity for me to work for/* said 
Jaques; "and these the second has ena- 
bled to do without me.** 

** Ha! how so ?'* continued the Che- 
valier. 

*^ By scorching the waters far below 
what I ever remember,** returned 
Jaques. " In the wintry season the 
bridge is covered with them, and then 
I do manage to make my harvest./* 

" Thy case is very pitiable,** observed 
Henri with a smile ; " so there is a livre 
to amend it ; and as yoijjuui the drought 
of the weather your complaint, *tis aiy 
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awoke the attention of the fatigued ca^ 
valiers to a scene every moment ren- 
dered less distinguishable* The trsinsr 
parent shades of eventide were swallowed 
by the night^s darkness ; and when they 
departed from this path for the kvd 
country, the full drops which hissed 
among the herbage and fell from the vast 
surcharged clouds, prepared them for 
a subsequent tempest. They journeyed 
on an even plain which dusky boundaries 
the eye would not reach j and now^ 
found the cottages thinly scattered, and 
the soil litdc cultured j the barkings of 
the watch dog became less frequentjt 
while the ravenous howls of prowling 
wolves deafened the ear. In a little time 
the inhabited parts were left behind ; the 
appearance was truly desert ; and the 
knotted brambles,, high and indivisible, 
assured them that quarter could littlc^ 
be frequented v they turned somewhat 
from their direction, till finding a place 
where the opposition was mprQ vingiWCi^ 
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they rode forward with an undaunted 
spirk : the thunder rolled above them 
harshly grating, while the broad flash 
with transitory gleam repeatedly mis- 
led their dazzling sight. 

Henri, who being the best mounted, 
hjcd hitherto kept the foremost, feeling 
himself violently shaken in his saddle by 
the bad footing of his courser, con- 
ceived he was again entangled, and en* 
couraging her with his voice, he spurred 

with all his ir*ight iii hope to overleap 

this imaginary thicket: the beast, so 
furiously impelled, stumbled a few paces 
forward; and then with a prodigious 
bound, sprung into a stream which wa- 
ters gathered above her knees, while 
their spray dashed into the face of the 
astonished rider. A flash of lightning 
which swept along the surface, checked 
her wild career, and Henri, open to his 
danger, forcefully reined her to the 
shore, where he rejoined his apprehen- 
sive friend. He now questioned Pierre 
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^ I win can to those tnvdlers/' saidF 
Henri; and he was on the point of ex^ 
erting his voice, when a singular discor* 
dant shriek shocked the wholecompany, 
and made them doubt of their honesty.^ 

We better had depart/* said Qaudio ;; 

these noises are not incon^tent, and 
the first may induce the answerers to 
assault us.'' 

They had not ridden more than half 
n mile before they were saluted by the 
sounds thou^ feebk^ o£ what they con- 
ceited tobe a drum ; and a moment af- 
terwardS) the ydping of z cur came 
from the same quarter. They smartly 
trotted towards the phK:e, tiU Claudia 
failed to stop* '' We know not whither 
we go,^ cried he f the darkness before 
us is impenetrable.^ 

" It is merely the borders of a forest;** 
said Pierre, and the moon emerging full 
and bright convinced them he was not 
wrong. They passed a slight bound of 
trees J and saw in a slender lawn bctwceii 
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them and the body of the wood, a 
shepherd boy skipping among his flock, 
which lay quietly grazing, guarded by 
several large dogs. One of them sprang 
upon his feet as the wanderers approach- 
ed, and by its loud barking drew the 
shepherd to. the spot, in whose hands 
they saw the tabor which sound had 
guided them. 

" We are altogether lost,'* said Henri, 
addressing him; "and will be grateful to 
you for information what road can bring 
us to the town of ." 

The senseless answer and stupid laugh 
of the boy proved him one of those idiots 
so common in those mountainous parts j 
and Henri began to despair of learning 
any thing of him. He gave him money, 
and the poor creature leapt about with 
tokens of joy; but all the intelligence 
Ercolani^^s artfullest solicitations could 
wring from him, was the name of the 
forest which lay before themr 

Meantime the friends galloped on, and 
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coming to its borders, sought far an 
inlet : this they were not long in find- 
ing, and they were advanced a consi* 
derable way, when Henri to the demand 
of Claudia, professed an entire igno- 
rance of its situation and name. " Have 
you any idea?*' asked he of Pierre. 

" I have, a slight one,** said the Squire; 
•* that it stretches to the banks of the 
Rhone.**v 

'* And I/* added Ercolani, ^^ learned 
from the shepherd, it is notorious by 
the name of the forest of pines.** 

" KaL'* exclaimed Henri | "I wilfe 
continue no farther;^** 

" What fancy is this,** said Claudio;** 

you are bewitched L'* 

No, my friend,** returned the Che- 
valier }, " but I am resolute to go back.'* 
With these words he turned to retread 
the way, but was opposed by Pierre^ who 
protesting he heard voices ir* the breeze, 
besouglit Claudio with great vehemence, 
to dissuade his master from so hazard- 
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ous a conduct. Claudio endeavoured to 
confirm his friend in the journey, but 
finding, all solicitations useless, he ar- 
rested the bridle of Henri's mare, and 
clapping spurs ta the sides of his own 
horse, violently drew her onward. 
*' Claudio," said the reluctant Chevalier, 
*' I anticipate some miserable misadven* 
ture: my father's latest words, when 
I departed for Switzerland, solemnly in- 
joined me ever to avoid this frightfiil 
forest. Should you visit that part of my 
estate, «aid he, ask not of it — ^give no 
ear to the tales related — and as you value 
your own safety and my happiness, shun 
it with a constant care.'' 

" Esteem not this a breach of duty,'* 
said Claudio; " mischance brought us 
hither, so obedience inclines you to pro- 
ceed with utmost haste the sooner to 
be free." 

" Heaven preserve us from harm!" 
ejaculated Henri. 

Amen!" rejoined the fervent Cava^ 
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lier, who scarcely had uttered it, when 
they heard a report from some sort of 
fire arms. Mutually they half unsheathed 
their swords, and returned towards iht 
servants whom they had much out*- 
ridden : them they met spurring with 
all possible speed. *' O Eccellenza !'* 
cried Ercolani who first came up, 
" heard you not that ?'* " Distinctly,'* 
replied Claudio; **but hoped it might be 
occasioned by your own negligence.^* 

« Oh, no!'* cried his Squire. " Oh, 
no! Pierre had stopped to alter some- 
thing amiss in his saddle, which he has • 
complained of this hour, and hardly did 
I hear the noise, when up comes he gal- 
loping as if frenzied, and crying, haste! 
Ercolani! haste! we are beset.*' 

" Do you sincerely think so?** said 
Henri to his servant, who by this time * 
had joined them. 

^ I am certain of it,** returned Pierre ; 
** these parts have long born an ill 
name.'* 
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'* Give me* your pistols/' desired 
Henri. The Squire hesitated, Ijut on 
the demand being sternly repeated^ 
ke put them into the hands of his 
master : the latter ordered the servants 
to follow closely his and Claudio's 
course, which penetrated into the thick* 
est of the forest. After unravelling 
many of its intricacies, the friends en* 
tered on a part more free from the trees 
which environed it. Here they stopped, 
arid waited for their Squires ; in a few 
minutes they were convinced these had 
missed the way, and their spirits sunk 
with the idea of their being entrapped by 
ambushedruflian|. They shouted,but the 
stillness of the night returned unbroken. 
Henri cocked one of his pistols, thinking 
it might serve for a signal •, but it flashed 
only in the priming, and curiously ex- 
amining it, he was surprised to find it 
unloaded. He accused the inattention 
of Pierre, but negligently handling the 
other, it suddenly went off, and the con- 
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tents lodged in the brain of Claudio's 
horse which stood close beside him. The 
unfortunate beast instantly fdll, while 
its master could scarcely disengage him- 
self to bewail this unhappy incident. 
Lamentations were vain ; and perceiving 
alight through the trees, they deter- 
mined to move towards it; but they 
found the underwood so firmly netted 
and wound about the vast trunks of the 
thick leaved oaks, that they were obliged 
to proceed on foot. Binding the surviv- 
ing horse fast to a protruding bought 
they broke through the thicket, which 
was plainly the work of art. 

They boldly walked down a long vista 
towards the light, which feeble, and of- 
ten intercepted by the projecting bran- 
ches, aflforded a very uncertain guide; 
and the way widening as they went, ab- 
ruptly terminated on the brink of a deep 
descent which overlooked a hollow vale. 
Commending themselves to providential 
care, they cautiously began to descend 
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the Steep but craggy bank; with extreme 
hazard they passed the narrow bounda- 
ries of its precipiees, and in safety reached 
the bottom. But thence they vainly 
looked for the light hitherto so friendly ; 
it was no longer visible, and the waning 
moon, sunk beneath the tops of the fo- 
rest trees, very little enlightened thegloom 
by which they were enshrouded. They 
proceeded with a hesitating' step, till 
they found themselves near the walls of 
a building apparently of vast extent : 
these walls they paced around, judging 
from the moss glazed stones which che* 
quered their progress, that they must 
be of great antiquity, while the enormous 
buttresses, which forced them to many 
a tedious circuit, were incontestible 
•proofs of their strength. A careful search 
brought them to an ample gateway ;. on 
either hand it was secured by mighty 
bulwarks crowned with turrets high and 
strong. They deliberated whether they, 
would knock;, for a time they were; re- 
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They called aloud with offers of a larger 
sum, but his steps soon grew remote, 
and the closing of an inner gate echoed 
negatively. The dejected friends with- 
drew, and seated themselves within a fe^ 
yards of the inhospitable threshold. The 
fresh gale chilled them with its easterly 
keenness ; their feet and legs were torn 
by the thorns they had trodden thro^j 
while the raven's croak and the flapping 
of the winged bats they had disturbed 
from covert, invaded them with a creep- 
ing horror which the will had not the 
power to resist. 

This oj^ressive stupor v^ras suddenly 
interrupted by the converse of approach- 
ing men ; and the fugitives hardly could 
shrink beneath a weedy swelling of the 
earth, ere a party oif horsemen, doubling 
an angle of the wall, came close to their 
concealment. One of them drew from 
his side a horn pendent by his belt, 
which he sounded; and when the blast 
ceased to vibrate in his ears, the asto- 
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nished Chevalier recognised in the tones 
of one of them, who seenied to be ad- 
dressing a superior, those of Pierre. He 
felt an emotion of joy at this discovery, 
^nd arose with confidence to profess 
himself; but Claudio checked him by the 
garment, and whispered him to hearken 
to their conversation, which precaution 
might perhaps prevent his becoming a 
fellow captive with his servant ta a ruth- 
less banditti. . **I protest,'* said thevoice, 
" 'twas no neglect of mine, Signor! the 
Chevalier rides so thoughtlessly, that it 
was with the greatest difficulty I kept a 
sight of him so long.*' 

**Had you preserved a more consi- 
derate care," answered a voice deep and 
sonorous, '^ this separation could not 
have happened." 

" I performed the best of my abilities," 
replied the first speaker, who the friends 
were now convinced was no other than 
Pierre : " and no master of mine can 
have reason to doubt it ; however, if 
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you'll mount me afresh with half adozen 
beside. Til pledge my reputation, so well 
I recollect this neighbourhood, to bring 
them safe and willing to your door/' 
Whether this proposal was approved or 
not, the listeners could hot gather from 
the answer, which was drowned in the 
opening of the gate. The same figure 
appeared, and throwing it wide, the 
whole party entered ; but in a moment 
a clamour of voices arose, and the 
friends distinguished that of the superior 
loud in anger, reprehending the porter 
in terms, which suffered them not to 
doubt the cause was his refusal to their 
admission. '* We will spread ourselves 
about,*' said Pierre, returning with 
others beneath the archway. Then speak- 
ing aloud, " If my master and his ho^ 
nourable friend remain in thiis vicinity, 
say, whoever meets them, the bounteous 
lord of this mansion invites them to 
needful repose and refreshment." Hear- 
ing these words the Chevalier leapt 
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forth, and was greeted by his Squire, 
of whom Glaudio solicitously demanded 
the fortune of Ercolani. He was told 
they had separated in the wood« As 
Pierre then gave them to understand 
that he by chance had fallen in with 
these horsemen, in whose leader he 
found a manly concern for their misad- 
ventures, Henri andClaudio passed into 
a large court, anxious to pay their re* 
spectful thanks; but they were told he 
was gone round with most of his train 
to the stables, which lay in a different 
quarter : being likewise apprised that 
they were committed to the care of the 
old man, they followed him, attended by 
Pierre, to a narrow flight of crazy steps, 
which, being ascended, brought them 
through a small postern into a hall of 
undistinguishable extent, as their only 
light was an expiring lamp carried by 
their grey bearded guide. " You must 
bite your fingers here," croaked he, 
" till I return/* " As for you," atten* 
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tively surveyingKerre, "I mistake much 
if you be in want of a conductor." He 
then withdrew, and Pierre, bowing as he 
passed, left his master and Claudio in 
total darkness. 

The peculiarity of their adventures, 
and the warnings of the good priest, by 
tliem so . verified, furnished niatter 
enough for cdmnient, till the old cheat 
re-appeared; who, slightly bidding the 
Cavaliers to follow, Jed them iap the 
hall, which teemed a vapour that damped 
them through their garments. Coming 
to the further end, he struck open a 
door with his foot, and ushered them 
into a second hall of smaller dimensions. 
Numerous entrances to different rooms 
were ranged along its sides, and through 
one of them, a cheerful blaze of light 
shone across the pavement. 

" You*ll find accommodations there,*' 
said he, pointing; and sullenly returned 
out, shutting the door. The quickness 
of his motion startled them ; and they 
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even conceited from the rattling of its 
iron work, that he was employed in 
barricading it ; but each, though wishful 
to examine, was ashamed to confide his 
suspicions to the other } aild so with a 
doubtful step they both entered the ap- 
pointed apartment. 

This was not gloomily spacious, as 
they had feared would be the case, and 
a brisk wood fire, which sparkled in the 
hearth, inspired them with a kind of con- 
fidence. They closed the door ; andwhile 
Claudio drew a couple of unwieldy 
chairs nigh the flame, Henri divested 
himself of some professional cumbrances. 

Entirely at their case they sat con- 
versing on the fortunes of the night, 
nor did they attend to the coming in of 
some person, whom they mistook to be 
the old man, till the step firm and con- 
siderate, sounded a disagreement to the 
tottering of his years. Hastily turning 
round, they beheld a Cavalier of a thrice 
noble and stately mien : his figure grand 
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and august, seemed fashioned in the vast 
capacity of an Herculean mould ; and as 
they surveyed his supple limbs of peer- 
less synraietry, they secretly acknowledg- 
ed 'twas wrong to fancy humanity could 
not reach perfection. He looked atten- 
tively on the Chevalier, slightly inclin- 
ing a head nature wisely might make 
her boast. His full dark eyes humbled 
the gaze of beholders, and his proud lip, 
thickened with disdain, projected con- 
scious superiority to men, and self inde- 
pendance of aught earthly. His high 
forehead was crowned with hair black 
as jet, which in waving curls wantoned 
about his temples, and crescent eye- 
brows of a fellow hue, strikingly con- 
trasted with the polished whiteness of an 
unblemished skin. His attire was be- 
comingly -simple, for a king's parade 
could not have added grace to what wzs 
altogether majesty; and from a belt, 
which begirt his loins, depended a pon- 
derous scimitar, a needless appendage to 
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him whose presence was calculated to 
charm or dismay* They might have 
judged him even as young as themselves, 
but the significance of his eye-beam, the 
expressiveness of his motion, proved 
him far ripened beyond the greenness of 
immaturity J and with superstitious fancy 
they even doubted if that aspect could 
ever have known the vacant smile of 
babyhood. The heedlessness of his bow 
Henri in another would have treated re- 
sentfully, but before him his spirits sunk 
for an interval awestruck; he actually 
trembled, and saluted him with the sen- 
sations of an inferior oricrin : but Claudio 
fearfully regarded him, retired behind 
his friend, and seemed much troubled 
in a remembrance. 

He clasped an arm of one of the pon- 
derous chairs, and uplifting it with a 
single hand, bore it to the table on which 
Henri had cast his sword, belt, and 
other m-atters: placing it there lie sat 
dov/n. While his eyes were fixed atten- 
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tivdy on the crackling faggots, the Che- 
valier stole a cautious consideration of 
his features ; but when he rolled those 
eyes around, such was the lustre emana* 
live in his glances, spectators were daz- 
zled and confoundjed. 

" Whom have I the honour«to enter- 
tain?*' at length asked he, acfdressing 
himself to Henri; who immediately 
knew the tone so grand and satisfactory 
to the ear, to be the same he had heard 
without the walls. *^ The son of the 
marquis de Souvricour;** answered he. 
'' And 'tis he now returns you thanks for 
this goodness :*' — at the same time rising 
and rendering his respects. The Superior 
oppressed him with a long and fixed re- 
gard, and could the confused Chevalier 
have looked him stedfastly in the face, 
he would liave seen its lineaments con- 
verted intothemysticcharactersofaheart, 
which adjudged him so like his father 
as to justify its hatred. However, the 
expressions of theSuperior were unread; 
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and smoothing them over, he continued, 
— " Aiid whom am I to know in this 
gentleman?'* 

" An honourable friend to me," added 
the Chevalier; "and an Italian office^ 
of approved worth." These questions 
answered, the triumvirate preserved a 
silence, which lasted till the stranger 
looking at Claudio— •" An Italian! from 
what part of Italy ?" 

*^ From that part of the Alps which 
stretches within the territories of Ve*^ 
nice," answered Claudio. 

^^ Indeed!'' exclaimed the questioner 
in an inward tone.—" Those parts are 
not unknown to me. Are you of 
family ?" Claudio appeared backward to 
inform him in this, but his friend, whdi 
thought the question unheard^ repeating 
it — " Of an honest one," he answered;* 

"And your name?" inquired the cu- 
riouS' stranger — ** Is Jaquino," repliM 
be in a faltering « accent. " But that af 
your family?" " Guipellinij" answered 
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Claudio : a transient animation passed 
over the Superior's countenance, and 
Henri heard with amazement names 
foreign to those by which he had been 
taught to know his friend. 

The stranger pondered for a moment ; 
then attentively viewing Claudio, said, 
*' I have visited the country you men- 
tion: it is a romantic wild; recollect 
you many noble houses in your neigh- 
bourhood?" "I left it in my childhood," 
replied Claudio j **and the various trials 
I since have undergone, have destroyed 
all my remembrance of what you ask." 
With these words the stranger's features 
dropped the keenness of expectance, and 
he relapsed into silent rumination, while 
Henri again started at an account the re- 
verse of what the Italian had ever given 
him. 

Each one now indulged in along reflec- 
tion I the minds of the friends were ha^ 
rassed with ideas not very widely di& 
ferejit, when the unknown, carelessly 
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throwing his arm across the table, hastily 
withdrew it, with a sudden contraction 
expressive of a received hurt. He glanced 
over the board, and outstretching his 
arm, clasped a gold chain, on which 
was pendulous a slight cross, ornamented 
with gems, which the Chevalier was 
used to hang about his neck. This it 
was occasioned his pain, and on this his 
phrenetic mood wreaked its blasphemous 
revenge: after considering it for an in- 
stant with a grin ineffable, he whirled it 
from him, and it shivered into innume* 
rous splinters upon the floor. 

This impious action moved the friends 
with a rising horror, and looking upon 
the profane abuser, they saw his features 
wrinkled into deformity; a thousand 
horrors shone from his eyes, and the 
sparks of brightness >yhence they issued, 
rolled as tl^ugh uncertain of their ob- 
ject. A pause of recollection, however, 
restored him to the semblance of traiv 
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quillity, and conquering the stern obser- 
\'ance of his gnest, he again sunk into 
a profundity of thought. The anxiety 
of the friends was somewhat relieved 
by the entrance of servants with a sup- 
per, which, being silently spread upon 
^ the table, they ^Tthdrew. The Stranger 
coldly desired them to eat, but did not 
at all apologize for the homeliness of the 
meal ; and this being hastily and unsoci- 
ably dispatched, an attendant, who ap- 
peared, was ordered to summon Nicho- 
las. In a few minutes the old man stood 
at the entrance; and understanding he 
was waiting tb' Conduct them to their 
ehimber,they rose from their seats, and, 
bowing to the stranger, were about to 
quit the room ; but Henri, recollecting 
his intention of an early departure, re- 
turned towards himi, and, in a manner 
manly and poKtc, told him, ag they meant 
to leave his house by the rising of the 
Bun^ they wouJd not miss the present 
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opportunity to thank him for his hospi- 
tality. He was interrupted by th? ab- 
ruptness of the Superior, who sprmging 
from his chair delivered with a stedfast 
look and impressive tone-7-" T];icr9 
needs no thanks, Sir, I am ever provi-** 
dent, my actions should reward them- 
selves." Uttering thi^, he snatched a 
lamp, and stalked from the apartment. 
They heard his rapid strides echo through 
the hall, and the violent closing of a door 
convulsed the whole building. 

" Strange 1" said the Chevalier, who, 
taking his sword which had been thrown 
aside on a distant stool, followed the 
scowling Nicholas. He led them to a 
different end of the hall than that through 
which they entered; then guided them 
up a long winding flight of stone steps 
to a gallery, which with a succession of 
apartments, naked and forlorn, being 
passed, he brought them to a spacious 
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corridor; at which top he opened the 
door of a chamber, and telling them 
they were to sleep there, committed a 
lamp to the hands of ClandiOj and hastily 
withdrew* 
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CHAPTER II. 

• i ^ 

9 

Now pores his memory on its deep ilistractioii, 
Pas' sorrows prt-sen I in hismkiirs reaction: 
Pomostic sweets how soiir«:tl to biltercst i»tfif«, 
PiilcTivA wrongs that cancel filial life; 
And eke a spons.il love wliich Pagan> foul divicfi-, 
Tmmortil griefhe weds instcud of niorial bride. 
His lids the while luisUiicc recording dews of woe, 
And angrish damps his liiubti \vhi< h ne'er did feur of f.>e. 
Pathetic griefs [ now firfct to fiioiidly Cfiir rrvcaPd, 
Can sympatliy n<^s'.iu;.:4; * ah ! why so lonj* nmcealM > 
For whoc;i!» list thisUiK* with uiibathM check arul eye, 
Muy*vonu>re of Zlmo liiluni^ but less of Christ ihan I. 

JTiENRi waited some time in expecta- 
tion of Pierrc*s attendance; but, as he 
did not appear, the friends fastly secured 
the door, which was the only one, and 
began to examine the apartment dotted 
to them for the night. It was sp;icious, 
lofty, and melancholy: the walis, com- 
pletely shrouded with tapestry, were 
topped by rich cornices of golden fret- 
work, and these embroidered the crumb- 
ling ceiling, which was once splendid, in 
a now faded embossment; The flooring, 

1)6 
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Still slippery with polish, was curiously 
inlaid in the style of the mosaic : the 
furniture, antique, decayed, and un* 
wieldy, was covered with a shaded crim* 
son, that matched with the moth-eatea 
curtains, which fell before three long; 
windows of gothiic narrowness, defended 
by lattices, and stained towards the roof 
in fantastic variety* An awful magni- 
ficence, grand though in decline, dis- 
covered itself in the whole j but the 
beauties of particular embellishments 
their lamp iU permitted them to inspect^ 
as it trembled in the wind, which gushed 
through many a rent in the hangings. 

They now surveyed the bed, which 
stood within an arched recess opposite 
the casements : its furniture was gorge- 
ously worked, and the tester nearly 
touched the ceiling ; a . fringed counter* 
pane was the only modern appearance 
that they remarked, when, casting his. 
eyes towards the head, with a wonder 
thatbenumbedhis faculties j Henri beheld 
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the arms of his father's house blazoned 
in colours of a still brilliant die* He 
stood oppressed with amazement till the 
motion of Claudio, who was trimming 
the lamp, awakened him to reasonable 
thought. He reflected on his uninten* 
tional entrance of a forest interdicted 
him in the most impressive terms — on 
the strangeness which now struck him to 
have attended his admission into this 
mansion — on the peculiarities of its mas* 
ter-— and the sight before him : all these 
were so fresh to his experience that he 
felt an assurance of their hidden con<* 
nection. Claudio seeing him lost in 
contemplation, gently slapped him ob 
the shoulder, and, with an effort of 
gaiety, aidced what he found anew to 
think so deeply of. Henri expressively 
pointed to the objects of his attention, 
but perceiving that his friend did not 
understand in them any thing remark- 
able, in a few words he explained it. ** I 
had no suspicion," concluded he, ^^ that 
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the wonders of this night could have re- 
ceived such an addition." " I appre- 
hend you/* sai4 Claudio ; *^ but know 1 
only wait your attention to relieve my- 
self fron> any doubts you naay entertaii^ 
of my veracity." 

" Pardon met ycu widely mistake 
my meaning, if you think it at all allu- 
sive to a doubt of your honour: yet do» 
1 frankly cofifess myself surprised at your 
answers to the interrogatories of the 
stranger.'* 

" Biit if I disclose the consideration^ 
which prompted those answers?" 

*' That depends on your opinion of 
me/* observed the Chevalier : then tak- 
ing Claudio's hand— "my dear friend, 
if yon deem me worthy your coftfidence^ 
fear not its abuse/* 

" I do not/* replied Claudro; " yet,, 
but for this eventful evening, might 
never have entered on the torturing re- 
lation of my real parentage, and those 
sad incidents endurance has indelibly en-^ 
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graven on my memory. Your curiosity 
concerning the stranger likewise induces 
inc to be candid ; wherefore, I dare, as 
you will hear, acknowledge myself igno* 
Vh, even sordid in family and estate.'* 
*'Is this stranger known to you?** asked 
the impatient Henri. 

" He, or his entire resemblance,** an* 
swered the Italian. "But for these devices, 
I think that they have shocked you with 
groundless apprehensions.'* 

" rris mystery all!** 

'* What I can clear you shall no longer 
remain in ignorance of," said Claudio; 
and sitting down by the side of Ins 
friend, he addressed him in tlie following 
language. 

• " When I told our impertinent host 
that I came from the Venetian state, I 
did not depart from the strictest truth: 
my father was a sturdy ittountainecr on 
the skirts of the romantic Alps, where 
he possessed a Iiomely cab'n, begirt with 
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a scanty piece of ground, which was 
parcelled into vineyards. My earliest %U 
tuation, in the retrospect of memory » 
represents me labouring under the seve* 
rity of a sad illness, which, I have heard 
jny mother say, confined me many 
months to a bed, and, even when yield- 
ing to the goodness of my constitution,, 
preserved so strong a hold, that a lapse 
of years could only restore me to the 
soundness of nature. I seemed when 
growing sensible to the objects around, 
to be degraded, I knew not how, nor 
from what : my parents have often told 
me, the delirium of my fever had be- 
witched me vnih such extravagant fan- 
cies, that the tone and demeanor of 
haughtiness I assumed, sometimes procur* 
ed me chastisement. Indeed, the emotions 
they inspired in my bosom were very 
different from the filial transports I have 
seen in other children ^ and, since then, 
I have often condemned myself for neg- 
lecting to pretend the affection nature 
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really seemed to prescribe : but, a strange 
conception of superiority cooled my be- 
haviour, and, though stedfast to my 
duties, I disdained the aflfectation of a 
love, they sought not to nourish. At 
the time I have just mentioned, my age, 
according to their account, did not ex- 
ceed four years ; but, as you may judge, 
I was forward in my wit, and when ma- 
turer grown have been remarked for ant 
eariier dawn of manhood than my youth- 
ful companions. My temper, though soft, 
Was rendered by my confinement humor- 
some and irritable. I disliked my clothes, 
their colour and quality; accustomed to 
the case of a couch they galled my limbs, 
and my weakness was burdened by their 
thickness: my palate too, become deli- 
cate from a regimen, was disgusted with 
the coarseness of the victuals afterwarda 
given me ; but habit and appetite soon 
reconciled me to these^ I involuntarily 
shivered when I considered the poverty 
of the hut; and the rudeness of my 
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parents, who u-ere roug^ in thdr mildest 
mood, caused my little heart to strug^ 
^ith emotion till my eyes overflowed 
uith tears. In short, discontented and 
fretful, my q^nrits sunk into a dejection 
the least trifle ruffled; 2uid once the ac- 
cidental utterance of the name Lewis, 
by which a Uttle playmate saluted me, 
sounded a tender familiarity with my 
ears, my melancholy could not brook,and 
J burst into'a vi(dent crying. To my mo- 
ther, who questioned me as to the cause, 
I found it impossible to g^ve an explana- 
tion ; and the poor little wanton was chid 
for mischief-making. She was the only 
daughter of aSpanish nobIeman,.who,his 
estate being completely ruined by the 
intestine wars betwixt the ChristiaDS 
and Moslem kingdoms, emigrated into . 
Italy to receive a bequest of property in 
the right of his lady. To her my mo* 
ther was a chosen attendant, and when 
Ricardos (my father) courted her, he 
found it moi:e difficult to gain the appro* 
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bation of the countess, than the heart of 
his mistress. However, though with- 
drawn from the house, my mother still 
proved her a munificent patroness, and, 
in gratitude, left her husband and my- 
self, to nurse the infancy of her new- 
born daughter. She continued with 
them till the unfortunate Countess was 
obliged to flee from her house with its 
guilty lord, whose indulgence in the per-^ 
nicious habit of gambling plunged 
them into inextricable misery. They set- 
tled near the suburbs of Verons^ and> his 
wife soon after dyingof a broken heart, 
the disconsolate Count entrusted his be-* 
loved Camilla entirely to thecarc of her 
nurse. In a short time, dissatisfied with 
inactivity, and comfortless in expecta** 
tion, he came to my mother's dwelling, 
and gave to her a small sum <^ money ; 
promising quarterly to renew it : thert 
tenderly embracing his child, he departs 
ed with bitter self«-accusat ions, but had 
Xicver sinc^ re-appeared, or sent token 
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of existence. Thus was the friendless in* 
fant thrown on the charity of strangers, 
whose narrowness of means, unsup* 
ported, could no longer continue the 
little style which had been hitherto prac* 
tised towards her ; but clad in coarse ap«* 
l^d, and faring like themselves, they 
nourished her with care and mildness* 
They saw her daily improve in an en- 
dearing vivacity, and my mother, who 
greatly swayed Ricardos in the kindness 
of his conduct, so warmly loved the ten* 
der nursling, that I aan assured, had such 
a sacrifke been necessary, she would 
more ^^llingly have parted with hei* own 
son. Her distinction in caresses, which, 
babies aa we were, did not escape our 
apprehension, abated no jot of the mu* 
tual . fondness we had conceived; and 
when this distinction wtat farther, as it 
often did, ' in trifling presents and the 
like, the bewitching art, wherewith she 
contrived secretly to share them with 
me, betokened a disinterested mind^ 
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then in blossom, but which I afterwards 
beheld budding the frankest generosity. 
" With the attachment of natural 
brother and sister we passed the earliest 
stages of childhood, and commenced 
those years, in which the improving 
keenness of the intellectualfaculties craves 
the food of knowledge spontaneously, as 
*Uie body it's proper nutriment. We cu« 
riously enquired of things hitherto only 
admiAible to our senses, but the answers 
proved the people about us quite as igno- 
rant as* ourselves; for a monotonous life 
of daily labour, nursing their minds in 
idleness, had almost occasioned a total 
privation of thought ; and though happy 
in an unmanly contentment, beyond the 
narrow concerns of their necessary occu«* 
pations they were unable to inform, be- 
cause barren of idea : so, the only novel 
intelligence we could obtain, was the 
certainty of a developement of all our 
ignorance In works of wonder entitled 
books. To get one of these became our 
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eager endeavour : the desire for instnic* 
tion once whetted no obstacle can 
blunt;, and a superstititm vrc simply con- 
ceived^ that these had a magical proper* 
ty of unfcddijig all out* wishes might 
suggest, occasioned the hours of leisure 
to move with increase of heaviness. By 
a lucky fortune the long sought inestim- 
able prize came to our hands, and, un-* 
suspicious of a progressive acquirement 
of its contents, we hoped readily f o ex- 
tract the solution of what our fancies 
projected; but, soon we perceived the 
necessity of learning to read before we 
could understand, and although the let- 
ters were not unknown by me, for after 
a little hesitation I could point out each, 
we found it impossible to improve with- 
out an instructor. This, at length, we 
gained: fortune was interested in our 
behalf,. and my little fame for a gift, 
esteemed supernatural, but which was 
really surprising, as neither of my parents 
knew one letter from another, had no 
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small -share in procuring us tutorship. 
Dur progress was rapid, because we were 
earnest; and each s<?ep to knowledge 
disperses the gloom which obscures 
those above it. Our pleasures came in 
rapid succession; for learning was 
delight, and labour recreation : . the 
efforts of each strove to keep pace with 
the kindness of the othet ; and while I 
tempted the frisky chamois to a mild 
imprisonment in her bower, or twined 
the straggling eglantine to encircle 
the casement of her chamber, she 
would anxiously contrive me nets and 
lines for fishing, sporting pouches, belts, 
slings, and a thousand such, I needed, 
to equip me for those pursuits, which 
chief object in success was her satisfac* 
tion. The dance in the evening was the 
cheerful winding up of the day : an early 
rest ceased with the rising sun; and we 
improved in vigour and stature with vi- 
sible strides towards maturity. 
^' Our increasing affection was remarked 
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throughout the neighbourhood; but 
this, which hitherto had strewed our 
path with flowers, now threatened to 
gall us with its thorns. In one of our 
pastimes I impetuously opposed that 
part of the ceremony which prescribed 
an exchange of partners, unwilling to 
fesign Camilla, whom as yet I had en- 
joyed: she not less fond, but less passi- 
onate, prudently compUed with the estab- 
lished custom. This I resented extreme- 
ly, and captiously overlooking the un- 
grateful rule, directed my anger so 
pointedly towards the fair compliant, 
that nothing could be less equivocal than 
my intentions to vex her j but, gifted 
with a great equanimity, she toyed with 
her companions, and feigning disre- 
gard to my unkindness, conducted 
herself with a becoming spirit. Stung 
in my feelings, I behaved at supper with 
a marked resentment ; removed my seat, 
which ever was beside her*s, and re- 
tired to bed merely bidding her a cold 
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good night. I experienced how vain 
was the hope for sleep j a bitter jealousy- 
rankled in my bosom the tyrant of a 
new dominion ; and the hour seemed 
tardy and comfortless. By and by, I im- 
agined that I heard violent sobbings 
from the adjoining apartment which 
was Camilla*s : my heart bounded within 
me. Gently stealing from my couch, I 
wrapt my cloak about me, listened more 
attentively, until convinced that I was 
not mistaken, I could no longer restrain 
myself, but opened her door, which ne- 
ver was more than latched : I cast mysfelf 
on my knees by her bedside, and wring- 
ing her Jiands, earnestly intvcated lier to 
jr.u'don the cruelty that could breed 
in licr a single throb of sorrow. I was 
t<x) Mncerclybclovcdtomeet upbraiding; 
for she felt reconciliation too sweet to 
delay it: while we wiped away cadi 
other's tears we forgot the cause, and 
arm in arm sunk into a tranquil slumber, 
wliich dearly lasted till the bridUcncd 
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rays of the sun^ by playing on our eyes^ 
awoke us to our morning orisons, the 
unblemished children of nature. This 
occurrence first discovered to us the 
power of a passion which we long un* 
knowingly had fostered : the tenderness 
we mutually felt wanted a name, till on 
this ebullition, so invasive of our peace^ 
we clearly ascertained the almightiness of 
love. The discovery was not unpleasing ; 
each to the other revealed the secretest 
feelings, and a thousand apprehensions 
sensibility suggested, a thousand vows 
from either promised never to realize. 
So became a new source of happiness 
opened unto our hopes ; the pure deda^ 
rations of a perfect passion stole into our 
discourses ; and hand in hand we trod 
the way of pleasure, for innocence was 
our guide. 

We were admirably situated to ob« 
serve the wonders of nature, and our 
frequent excursions throughout the 
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country acquainted us with its chief 
scenery ; yet my lovely mistress^ who 
early manifested a taste for drawing, 
would often turn from the sublimest 
prospects to consider the meeker beauties 
of a simple flower, over which she would 
sigh from her incapability of its deline- 
ation. How to compass her gratification 
I for long was studious, and that with 
so much secrecy and success, that I sur- 
prized her by displaying on a table^ 
while she was momentally absent, the 
instruments so much desired^ and the 
more precious esteemed from the mode 
of presentation. With them she anxi- 
ously began to practise. I culled for her 
the choicest flowers of the field, and 
with delight I watched the first plain 
essays, by degrees, improve to a mellow- 
ness of shade and accuracy of tint, that 
emulated the charming originals. After- 
wards grown bolder, she attempted 
works of arduous complication, in which 
she so well succeeded that the walls of 
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our cottage were nearly covered by the 
productions of her ingenuity. Even in 
this obscurity her superior talents died 
not for want of exercise, but whether 
she sketched a picture, or attuned her 
voice to some light provincial instru- 
ment, a refined elegance distinguished 
the performance. Her melodious tones 
were lulling beyond my expression, and 
softly stealing through the ears made a 
captive of the heart without alarming it 
to resistance; the simplest canzunette 
received. new graces from her lips, and 
when she adapted to some pensive notes 
tlie verses that I in homage to her beauty 
formed, every nerve was thrilled by rap- 
ture. Though very affable in her carriage, 
she knew in a great measure how to re- 
pel the obtrusion of any rustic who 
might presume on her sweetness of tem- 
per: by them all she was much beloved, 
and her accomplishments admired. In- 
deed, as no one day stole by unculti- 
vated, the circling yctirs brought fast 
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advancement to mental and personal 
excellence. 

But we now began to feel that our 
peace, though hitherto almost uninter- 
rupted, was not exempt from those 
dreadful shocks, which, in youth or age, 
all who walk this worldly course inevi- 
tably must endure. 

My mother suddenly fell sick: her 
disorder, though harmless in its first 
symptoms, was fatal in the issue ; and so 
rapid in its progress, that in a very few 
days she was confined to her bed. I was 
not at liberty to attend her during her 
illness, for a business quite new to me 
employed me at some distance from the 
dwelling: nor would my utmost anxiety 
permit me to neglect it,- as my father 
harshly enjoined an indefatigable dili- 
gence, and even threw out threatening 
hints of the severe consequences of his 
being disobeyed. So was I deprived of 
the opportunity whereby to perform the 
last sad duties becoming a son, and 
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to receive the expiring breath of a 
since lamented parent. A circumstance 
ever to be looked back to with the keen* 
est regret, for I afterwards learned how 
repeatedly she enquired for me : when 
she found her life to be fast ebbing, and 
yet I did not approach, she pressed the 
hand of Camilla, and, though gasping 
for breath, three times uttered my name 
with the most violent agitaticm : but her 
attempt to speak further was prevented 
by Ricardos, who constantly kept near 
the bedside : forcefully interfering, he 
brokethem a8under,and desiring Camilla 
not to disturb his dear wife's latest mo- 
ments, put her from the door. Notwith* 
standing his stern prohibition she fondly 
lingered anear, and much was shocked 
by the convulsive outcries of the depart- 
ing spirit ; among which ^e many times 
distinguished the expressions child and 
Claudio : they gradually subsided into a 
few struggling sighs, which also discon- 
tinued; so that the silence of the cham* 
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bcr was only broken by the weighty 
tread of Ricardos: and Camilla burst 
into a violent crying when lie came forth 
and discovered to her the melancholy 
spectacle of her inanimate nurse. Think 
not from what I before said, that I was 
totally void of any attachment to my 
mother: far otherwise! Compared to my 
father she was gently kind, and long 
had mediated betwixt him and us : and 
her death leaving him to an unrestrained 
harshness, it shortly increased to so ex- 
travagant a severity, as caused us the 
qiore bitterly to lament the heaviness of 
our loss. His absences were the only 
relief to our aching hearts ; and they 
soon became more frequent, being some- 
times prolonged the space of a week. 
Meantime the recent event bred a de- 
spondency in my mistress's breast which 
vainly I strove to divert; for the consci- 
ousness of her unfortunate parentage, 
with her inability to claim an individual 
relative, which in the life-time of her 
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another tone; digress from theexploits to 
the motives that led to their perform- 
ance i and utter much of that rank so« 
phistrj, M^hich, experience hath taught 
me, knaves invent, idiots repeat. Qasp- 
ing his hands in a transport near to fury, 
he would exdairn. Is not the law of 
nature forceful? do not the strong, 
through all the gradations of created 
beings, prove this first prindple by their 
oppressions of the weak'^ And that ori- 
ginal equality, the right of birth, are 
not we deprived of it whilst in the 
womb? can the efforts of completest 
manhood recover it ? No! then be those 
efforts revengeful of its loss. The novel- 
ty of such sentiments at first hearing 
caught me ; I even fancied a grandeur 
in . their opposition to the cultivated 
doctrines of mankind; but mine was 
not a bosom wherein they could ferment 
the passions to any fatal height; love 
was there supreme, and love reigns not 
where anarchy and outrage spring. Re- 



THE THREV BE0THER8. 83 

flection caused me to detest them ; and 
my mind expanding in reason, I grew 
bolder as I spake. Are the enormities 
of robbers the deliberative effects of this 
mode of idea? does it not then tend to 
arm each man's hand against his fellow? 
the thought needs must be foul when its 
relative actions are so. For that sacred 
right you mention, I confess myself 
quite ignorant of its worth, as I am insen- 
sible to its loss. That which I really fed 
sacred, is freedom of opinion ; yet heaven 
warrants not that to an independence 
of reason; and when any man, even 
you my own father, by word or act 
prove adverse to that reason, it would 
denote an unmanly weakness in me 
not to remonstrate, and an indefcnsi* 
ble guilt to acquiesce. Yet young, 
injury from private malice or public 
tyranny has not reached me; when 
I feel the sting it will be time to enact 
revenge, and not through prejudice to 
£all on my fellow creaturet>, from whom 

£6 
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I never may receive provocation so to 
do. This speech drew not from him 
any tokens of resentment : he insinuated 
his agreement with its justness, but at 
the same time avoided that kind of con- 
versation which might lead to its repe- 
tition: indeed, the tone wherewitli I. 
swelled the dictates of my heart con-, 
founded him, and I then first fdt a cer- 
tainty of the pre-eminence before men- 
tioned. His nocturnal wanderings in- 
creased in mystery, until his arm being 
for long disabled by a stab inflicted by a 
strolling assassin, he during that time 
continued within doors. 

Camilla's grief had now by degrees 
declined; and the dgection, which I 
feared would settle on her mind, yidded 
to her renovated spirits : sanguine youth,, 
unwilling longer to pore on the mbfor- 
tunes of the past, directed us to look 
for a cheerful future ; accordingly we re- 
sumed our diversions, which had suffered 
mournful suspension, iiittle did we an- 
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ticipate events ripe for action, which 
were destined to revive the expiring 
embers of our affliction with a fresh 
gigantic load of calamity. 

On a certain evening, while we were 
mingled with the peasantry in a lively 
dance, the young Baron of those do- 
mains, slightly attended, rode towards 
our merriment: he stopped a moment; 
to remark our execution, then alighted 
from his horse, advanced amongst us, 
and, catching the hand of my lovely 
mistress, loudly declared his inclination 
to participate the sport. I was more 
than half disposed manually to chastize 
his insolence; but as the delighted vassals 
jostled me from him, the first transports 
of my indignation had time to subside ; 
and being roughly witlidrawn by my 
father, I quitted the throng to observe 
it from a little distance. The dignity 
of her partner, his splendor of habit, and 
marked preference, I imagined could not 
be unprized by Camilla: adoptive of 



86 THB THREE BUOTHERS. 

his accomplished movements, I saw her 
docile limbs assume new graces, while 
the exercise, timed to a wildness of mea* 
sure, brought the spirited blood crimson 
to her cheeks. From the torments of 
suspicion I was a little relieved by Ca- 
milla's complaining of fatigue,** and re- 
questing me to return home, while to 
the solicitations of the Baron (whose 
pride forsook him in her presence) to 
continue on the ^een, her answers were 
languidly negative: however, he perse- 
cuted us with his company to the very 
door; but the familiar offer of a saluta- 
tion at parting was resentingly denied 
by Camilla, until the angered Ricardos 
frowned his will for compliance : he then 
! returned with the Baron and left us to 

\ enter. Never did night more harass 

( me than that which ensued, nor was 

I lover ever more ingenious in self torture : 

' the value of Camilla never more clearly 

appeared to me, and I ached with appre- 
hension at the addresses that value must 
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invite. She was of that slender form 
which interests the heart without en« 
thraiment of the eyes : her chief beauty 
sprung from animation; so that the 
sweetness of her tones^ the significance 
of her countenance, aided by a carriage, 
unaffected because untutored, made an 
hour of familiarity irresistably captivat- 
ing; for the gentle artlessness, whereby 
she stole her empire over you, lulled all 
apprehension, and the passions only a- 
woke from their incautious security, to 
experience the effects of a power, they 
equally felt unable and unwiUiiig to 
baffle. Stricken with love myself, I 
thought it impossible that man could be- 
hold her with indifference ; and though 
fearless of any mercenary bartering of 
her affections, yet, sensible to my own 
deficiencies in rank and wealth, I feared 
that some one, more fortunately gifted, 
might effectually supplant me in her 
breast, ^fhe temptations of the world 
are thought sweeter while untastcd; 
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and if displayed before her, I conceived it 
to be probable that Camilla in the eager- - 
ness of yotith, might withdraw from: 
that favorable obscurity, and forget a 
lowly peasant's son amid the brilliant 
circle of titled suitors* So much I was 
overcome by these reflections, as to weep 
like a babe; so that when I quitted my 
pillow, I left it soaked with the tears I. 
had shed. ! 

The day was fresh when equipped for . 
hunting I sallied abroad, my mind so 
agitated that it felt a degree of phren- 
zy, and was ready to wreak its fury on 
the harmless flocks that, lay in my way: 
not finding any village sportsman at the. 
rendezvous, whence we were used to go 
in search of the destructive adversaries 
to the herdsmen, I wandered about with 
an unsteady gait, until guided by a horn, 
I overtook a party attending a noble of 
the neighbourhood- I insinuated myself 
into their company, and assisted them 
to beat about for game. For some time 
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they entertained themselves with harm- 
less pursuits ; but, as my irritated tem- 
per esteemed that to be insipid which 
was not dangerous, I sought to rouse a 
nobler chace ; and very soon had the good 
luck to disturb a huge shaggy bear: it 
rushed from its covert, and growled a 
surly defiance to the l)and, who, daunted 
by the terrific monster, pusillanimously 
gave ground; but hovering in the fronts 
eager for distinction, I discharged a sharp 
arrow into his side ) whereupon the gal- 
led savage sourly turned, and retreated 
over the country towards its caverned 
haunts. Encouraged by its flight and 
emulous of my boldness, the shouting 
huntsmen followed, and drove it before 
them into a kind of dell, whence it only 
could escape by returning the way it en- 
tered; but that path was instantly choked 
by its pursuers, who were not yet sufli- 
ciently recovered from their first alarm 
at its appearance, to venture a combat 
with it within spear's length, Inconsi- 
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ed. If the sight of a female rudely mis- 
treated by a man aroused my indigna- 
tion, what emotion of rage did I not 
ftel, when convinced that that female 
was no other than my idolized Camilla? 
The ruffian, misnamed a Baron, free'd 
her not from his hold, but turning at 
my approach, bade me in an authorita- 
tive mode to be gone. The arrogance 
of command I never was disposed to. 
obey, and never less than at that instant ; 
so wielding the relics of my boarspear, 
my only weapon, I smote him with all 
my might athwart the face: he staggered^ 
and faintly released my mistress: she 
darted into my arms, and I opposed my 
weapon against the expected assault of 
my rival, but I found that he dastardly 
had fled, although a sword was hanging 
by his side. Calmed by the assurances 
of her safety, Camilla told me, that the 
Baron had come to the cottage about an 
hour back, and required her to accom- 
pany him in a walk; that Ricardo's com- 
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inands swayed the consent, which shehad 
had sufficient cause to repent. I foamed 
with fury while she uttered this; till 
affrighted by my agitation, she employed 
every art to assuage it. Kneeling at my 
feet, she vowed unutterable love, and 
imprecated a thousand evils on her own 
head did she the least swerve from that 
constancy which she professed to be* her 
duty. As she reclined upon my bosom, 
her blandishments were compatible 
with her words, among which, with 
many endearing epithets, she sighed. 
Husband ! The sound thrilled me with 
ecstacy unknown, the conscious spirits 
rallied about my heart, and I embraced 
her with an ardour passionately warm ; 
but in her eyes shone such mingled love 
for love and confidence in my honour, 
that compunction chilled me: I arose 
from the bank superior to the tyranny 
of nature, and engaging her arm within 
mine, returned to the cottage. 
No sooner did 1 enter, than my father 
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commenced a severelectureon my rough- 
ness to the Baron, from which I under- 
stood that the latter had complsuned to 
Ricardos, and threatened my punish- 
ment unless I supplicated pardon. Re- 
proofs on this topic I could not well di- 
gest; so, in answer to the prejudiced 
account my father had received, I told 
the fact accurately as it was j concluding 
with expressions of contempt for the 
denunciations of revenge, and of disdain 
for the bare thought of being a suitor 
for pardon. My father then admitted 
that the circumstance assumed a differ- 
ent aspect ; and, convinced of my obsti- 
nacy, forbore all further persuasion to 
, submit: although he observed, that the 
Baron being left an orphan in his young- 
est days had, - by never meeting coun- 
teraction of his will, but the contrary 
from his servile tutors and dependants, 
acquired so extravagant an idea of his 
commands being indisputable, that it 
was to be apprehended wc should suf- 
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fcr some heavy proof of his resentment. 
In this forebodcment Ricardos was agree- 
ably deceived : the blow and its inflictor 
seemed forgotten alike; and the wiles 
of his pandars to seduce Camilla from 
the house only betokened any concern 
about its inhabitants. As they increased 
in repetition and profligacy, I represented 
them to Ricardos, and protested the only 
way to put an end to them was my 
union with Camilla, which only wanted 
his sanction for its immediate celebra- 
tion. He stood like one confounded; 
and when he recovered, began in an 
uncollected manner to hint our extreme 
youth and other scruples of opposition, 
which I eagerly removed. He was for 
a moment lost in rumination ; then tak- 
ing my hand, in a voice of tenderness 
to which I was unaccustomed, he pro- 
ceeded to express the keenest solicitude 
for my welfare, which he feared my 
precipitancy would harm : pointing out 
the horrors of penury, he appealed to 
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xny heart, fond as it was, whether it 
could be honorable to wed a woman 
to beggary : I yet was unable to subsist 
her, and he had not any property to 
give me. He reminded me that Camilla 
was an unclaimed orphan, and recom- 
mended patience by promising to find 
me an employment that could furnish me 
■with the desired independence. For some 
weeks after this conversation, he con- 
tinually lamented his unsuccessful en- 
deavours in my behalf; railing against 
the tyranny of masters, he wouldinstance 
the Baron, and to inflame me the more, 
would make contemptuous allusions to 
the unmanly suppleness of servitude, 
and ask me in a sarcastic tone, if I were 
confident in so necessary a pliability of 
spirit as to kiss the hand that smote 
■me. Once particularly, seeing my lips 
quiver with indignation, and knowing 
me to be half desperate at the darkness 
of my prospects, he drew me to the 
iioor ; the night was set in } so thrusting 
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a pistol into my hand, he pointed to the 
road. " That is the way,** said he ; " if 
fortune meet you not, liberty will com- 
panion you; and a lad of your spirit 
cannot hesitate to take what his mistress 
wants, and selfish men deny.*' This 
dreadful confirmation of my surmises 
nearly overpowered my faculties; but, 
yet unwilling to give it full credit, I 
tremblingly drew the trigger: as the 
piece discharged, and the bullet sliivered 
a flower jar that stood beside the pali- 
sade, I was convinced of its deadly pur- 
pose, and cast from me the murderous 
instrument. I turned into the . jusc, and 
flung myself along a bench: Ricardos 
followed me, and pushed to the door. 
His countenance was virulent, his ges- 
ticulation furious ; and I shrunk at the 
sight of a half-drawn dagger. Such fear 
was foolish; for. after sitting awhile he 
sprang up, and commanding mc never 
to utter syllable explanatory of what was 
passed, left the room. This injunction 
vol.. I. r 
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was scrupulously obeyed, for I had not 
the slightest wish to reveal the frailties 
of my parent; wherefore I suffered Ca- 
milla to remain in ignorance of his prin- 
ciples who sheltered her. As his behavior 
now s^^emed to lose much of its former 
asperity, it impressed me with an in- 
creasing pity for a mind so torn by cruel 
deceits, and debauched from righteous- 
ness and quietude. I knew him to be 
unhappy, so improved in attention. 

It appeared that gentleness was not 
virasted on him, for some mornings being 
past, he entered my chamber before I was 
up, and desired me to dress in haste; 
telling me, that as the opportunity so 
long sought by my industry then offered 
itself, my immediate departure was ne- 
i^ssary ; wherefore he thought it impru- 
dent to discompose Camilla by leave- 
taking, as doubtless I could see h?r in a 
few days. Persuaded by his reasoning, 
I drew on xny doaths in silence; de- 
scended the stairs, and followed him 
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through tjip village. We passed .over ^ 
tr^ct of country with which I w?is the 
l^ast acquainted) till, as we mounted a 
hill, I murmTiired at the length of the 
w^lk; butjwhenwe attained the summit, 
my father coi^forted me by dire^ctiDg 
my eyes across the interjace;nt vs^ to a 
gentle eminence, on which was reared 
^n antique castle, the extensive walls of 
which encroached on the northernmost 
waters of the lake de Garda. He told 
mc it was the residence of the noble 
Conte di Fiascano, to whose service he 
liad got me reconunended. We passed 
the great gates ajmd rung at a Jodge on 
the interior side of a spacious court: 
when the porter came forth, he was de- 
sired to acquaint his lord that wc waited 
his leisure ; in a couple of minutes the 
•man returned, ordered us to follow, and 
led the way to a rich saloon, where he 
directed us to aWdc his master's return 
from matins, I hardly found time to 
:notice the surrounding objects, of which 
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wearisome before! how wild were my 
tratisports to meet Camilla again! So 
tingovernable was my joy that I with 
diflStiilty collected sufficient reason to 
inquire about the Baron : she answered 
tne that his deportment was changed to 
such guarded respect, that when they 
met upon the green, a single refusal to 
his oflfered hand secured her from farther 
impertinence. The coming in of Ricair- 
dos disagreeably interrupted our dis- 
course: he seemed very glad to see me, 
yet surveyed me in a manner as though 
he thought to scrutinize my heart : he 
congratulated me on my condition, but 
seemed to distrust my profession of a 
complete satisfaction : then advising me 
to return with celerity as the evening 
darkened, I bade farewell, and hastened 
back. I tontinued to pass a pleasant life 
in the castle, for as they thought I pos- 
sessed a great share of the young Con- 
tessa*sfavour, theother domestics treated 
me with a flattering respect. They pro- 
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bably were not mistaken in this conceit, 
for I early began to surmise that Larina 
was far from free from the imperfections 
of her sex. Her shining eyes and com- 
plexional transitions I could not but ob- 
serve} they betrayed the ardour of her 
disposition ; and I often detected myself 
reflecting looks of sympathy unbecom-* 
!ng the lover of Camilla. Truth to say, 
this visionary partiality threw me into 
a delirium of vanity ; and my fervent 
imagination overleapt the actually im- 
passable distance between her rank and 
mine. The visits to the cottage I still 
continued to pay, but with lengthened 
intervals, for the coldness of my recep- 
tion much abated my willingness to 
make them. Camilla gradually discon* 
tinned the manifestations of affections^ 
and though her cheeks tinged with a 
blush, her tongue ceased to greet me in 
the accents of deKght. She so studiously 
avoided any mention of the Baron, that 
I learned from my father, (who com^ 
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pointed downwards to its victim, just 
as I came up^ and skreened by the dark- 
ness, felled him to the ground with my 
walking staflF: I then stooped, and hav- 
ing wrenched the weapon from his hand, 
would have buried it in his body, had 
not the wretch intreated mercy. My 
arm was petrified; and the steel dropped 
on the earth innocent of my father's 
blood. Mercy be found, for retribution 
from a son just heaven would have shud- 
dered at: provident for his escape, I 
turned to the Cavalier, whom I perceived 
to be no other than the Contc, and sup. 
ported him in silence to his chamber. 
As I knew pursuit to be then in vain, I 
disguised the torture of my itclings^ 
and received the caresses of the infatu- 
ating Larina, who shook off all reserve 
in bestowing them on kim whom she 
called tlie twofold dcUv^re^ of her father. 
The arts of this wantol^ girl inflamed 
»e the more every day,aHdevidtodyen-* 
ecmraged loe in the conqu^t^ whateirer 
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diffidence I might entertain : they Were 
somewhat effective in diverting a low 
spiritedness which often damped me^ 
and which, I suppose, she remarked ge** 
nerally to succeed my absences, for I 
could find no other reason that sha 
should restrict them : but this dcpriva^ 
tion I bore with great patience, for her 
kind condescension contrasted with the 
reserve of Camilla, threw the latter into 
a very unfavorable view. Yet all her 
arts could not so entirely absorb my 
heart as to finish its thrcbbings for Ca- 
milla: being apprehensive of her safety^ 
with such a man as Ricardos, and espe* 
cially desirous to know if he had recog- 
nized my person as I had his, I solicited 
and obtained a dispensation from the 
Contessa, whose eyes kindled with an- 
ger as I left her presence. As I passed 
through the garden that wte before my 
Other's house, I noticed that he quitted 
the room so soon as he saw me through' 
the lattice J a& section that left me not to^ 
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doubt my discovery on that fatal evening j 
and when I entered the apartment, 1 
found only Camilla, who was perfecting 
some designs from nature with accurate 
elegance. After our first salutations, I 
began in an airy style to compliment 
her on her proficiency; but this was 
quickly checked by the information that 
they were preparing for presentation to 
the Baron. My blood heated within me 
as she uttered this in a tone of gaiety 
similar to that wherewith I had accosted 
her; nor was I at all calmed with the 
subsequent understandings that Ricardos 
being obliged to him in numerous in- 
stances, suggested this mode of grati- 
tude. That he would have any dealings 
with him I hated, filled me with exaspe- 
ration, but that Camilla in consequence 
could be so employed, wrought in mc 
suspicions of treachery; and in my eager- 
ness to warn her, I toudied on all those 
drcumstances as yet unmentioned: her 
countenance lisras strongly marked with 
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disbelief and disgust, and when I ceased^ 
she candidly avowed her abhorrence of 
that she miscalled my perfidy, in en- 
deavouring to prejudice her against the 
man on whom she depended. Recrimi- 
nations were loudly dealt; infidelity on 
both sides was charged and credited; 
and in the severest moments of passion 
we parted* 

No sooner did I set foot within the 
castle, than I was told by the exulting 
servants that many robbers were just 
brought in. The Conte imagining his 
life to be attempted by a common stab- 
ber, had issued orders for the strict pur- 
suit of those banditti that infested his 
estate; and the alacrity of his retainers 
had now surprized a considerable num. 
ber, among whom was a man supposed 
from his imperious air and portly figure 
to be the captain. He was conducted 
to a particular confinement; but the 
commoners were ironed in one dungeon. 
Qn the succeeding day, when the Conte 
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heard of his noble a{>pearafice9 and of 
his singular caution in the concealment 
of his face, which he enveloped in the 
folds of his garment, he determined to 
examine him personally, and dispatched 
men to the prisoti iii order to bring him 
forth. The robber was at first obstinate 
in his refusal to obey, till being assured 
of a private conference, he allowed him- 
Self to be toikltictdd to the Conte, >»dth 
^hom he was chambered for some hours^ 
What passed between them no one could 
ten ;but theiiiimediatetonsequences were 
unexpected and amasing: ail the prison^ 
crs were set at freedom j others, shortly 
*fter captivedj were liki^Wise released^ 
itid suffered to tettrkin at large in the 
castle J while their lead^ was entertained 
in apartments contiguous to those of the 
Gotite, which nev^i" weire entered by 
the serving-meii but from absolute nc- 
cessity, and then in tht absence of theb 
tenant. While perjAexing my head 
with surmises oa this strange ooBdiKXy 
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it became less mysterious. I was chosen 
to accompany the Conte^ who spent 
whole days with the robber^ and to wait on 
them at table; but though burning with 
curiosity to see the face of the latter, 1 . 
constantly was disappointed by the large- 
ness of a hat he wore. During the time 
I remained, their conversation was either 
undervoiced, or discontinued ; yet once 
the stranger was off his guard; for while 
speaking in favour df some project, he 
insisted on its success with great vehe^ 
mence, and instanced the low born and 
bred Sforzas^ who, from common con* 
dottieri, had elevated themselves to the 
ducal crown of Milan. Other speeches 
of the like tendency, backed by the pro* 
teedings in the castle, which was crouded 
by strange uncouth men, who employed 
themselves in strengthening the walls^ 
repairing their breaches, decpcining th^ 
moat, and similar works, confirmed ^^ 
in my suspicion that thr Ctmce, by na« 
ture wild and adventurous^ was about 
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to undertake some independent war- 
hrc : from the unusual thoughtfulness 
of the Contessa, I imagined that she had 
conceived a like suspicion ; but I was 
mistaken. 

• My custom was to walk, in the cool 
preceding night, throughout the gardens 
which communicated to the house : they 
were pleasant and extensive, divided by 
various paths, many of which were but 
little frequented: down one of them (the 
most private) I was strolling wrapt in 
reverie, and while I myself was unseen 
through the arborous obscurity, I met 
Larina encompassed by the arm of the 
Stranger, on whose shoulder her head 
reclined: he was whispering something 
into her ear unintelligible to me, but of 
which, her giddy laugh testified her own 
understanding and approvance. This 
toithought of spectacle completelyawoke 
J^J^ from the vain dream long so cruelly 
deceptive J and I regretted that the 
charms of so unsteady a woman could 
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have influenced my conduct to Camilla; 
which I was now assured they . really 
did, however I might attempt to disguise 
the truth unto myself. Scarcely found 
I time to make this reflection ere I was 
jostled by the Conte, who pursued the 
same walk that I was quitting. Fearful 
that he might chance to behold what 
was so debasing to his honour, I at- 
tempted to prevent his proceecUng: but 
my manner, uncollected I suppose, sur- 
prised him, for with a certain keennest 
in his looks he broke from me and went 
on. I was not gone more than twenty 
paces before again he darted past me, 
and striking my arm, commanded me 
to follow him to his apartment. Clap- 
ping to the door, he, with furious ac- 
cents and invective language, began to 
revile me for a traitor in abetting an 
opprobrious commerce betwixt the rob- 
ber and his daughter. The most forci-? 
ble protestations of my innocence were 
ineffectual in softening himi so that in- 
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di^foantat such obduracy,! declared that, 
inilUFioiidy ai^ unjust as^ he behaved, I 
w6uld kare the castte and his seiVice* 

A thof ottgh contempt for my dedara^ 
tion wa» pretty Tisible in his counte-^ 
nance ^ theboimdstothe castle were those 
to my freedom he s^, and bestowed 
on me the title of Slave ! My passions 
were so inflamed that I raised my arm 
in the act to strike, but his additional 
words turned me into stone : my father, 
he said, as such had sold me to him j 
and he bade me to be warned, that the 
vidbtion of a master's person by a pur- 
chased servant was inexpiable by less 
than death. Worse than thunderstruck 
by this horrific discovery, I staggered 
from him } and prone along the flooring 
of my chamber, passed the night in deep* 
est anguish. 

Next morning I fou^ the castle rid 
of the robber and his )iorde, who had 
departed early j and nothing remarkable 
happened for a few days, during which' 
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time an equal dejection gjoomcd the 
Contessa and myself, though far difF^reftt 
its motives ! About a week irfter theii? 
dismission she entered my roomj and 
first extorting fronfi me an 6ith of se- 
cresy, gave to my hand a lettefr^ requir- 
ing its quick delivery to him whom ^e 
denominated her adored Jidiint ^ho> 
she said, was in the viHage whefncd I 
came. Seeing me hesitate to undert^e 
this commission, she asrsailed me with 
every artfulintreaty; but when she found 
tne still incxorabfe, her native haughti* 
ness arose, and leaving me with a digni-^i 
fied air, she said, as I heeded not her re- 
quest. It Was her command. Obediertce 
from motives of attachment or -interest 
it maybe supposed that I was not inclined 
to show : far frctm it ! other princiides 
swayed me when I carefuHy concealed 
the paper from the Conte, who a minute 
afterwards entered. His passions wer6 
cooled by a consideration of the services 
I formerly had rendered him, afrd he 
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saluted me with a tender aflfability : after 
some preluding conversation he spoke 
to me in confidence about his daughter. 
A .sense of honour, which I have since 
thought culpable, prevented me from 
imparting to that parent, the further 
undutifulness of a child, whose opening 
imperfections wrung his heart : I consi- 
dered that the trust a mistress reposed 
in a chosen servant could not be honestly 
betrayed; so no sooner was I at liberty, 
than I committed the letter to a peasant 
boy, who set o£f for the village. Laritia's 
transports at my behaviour were girlish 
to an absurd extreme, but I declined 
with disgust the tenders of her muni- 
ficence. Indeed, the sufferings of the 
father, who now spoke to me of them 
with openness, touched me with remorse 
for my compliant weakness: of one of 
our conversations the topic became the 
sale of my liberty j he desired to hear 
my story j after listening to it with great 
attention, he professed himself to be ^,o 
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enraged at the treachery of my unnatu- 
ral parent, by whom he had been much 
deceived, and interested for my prospe- 
rity, that he proposed to free me from 
all engagements of vassalage, and to 
portion Camilla for marriage. This un- 
hoped-for generosity made me half mad ; 
and so far my gratitude overstepped pru- 
dence, that I revealed to him the diso- 
bedience of his daughter. Alarmed for 
the honour of his house, yet distractedly 
fond of the degenerate girl, he besought 
me to note her actions, and faithfully 
report them to him. This was an em- 
ployment I could not do otherwise than 
refuse ; but I tendered my services in any 
other capacity. He accepted diy apolo- 
gy, but ceased to speak on that subject, 
and as I afterwards found, appointed 
spies about the castle. For on a certain 
day which followed quickly, a day of all 
that I ever have known the most event- 
ful, — and see, my friend, the mere re- 
membrance blanches my cheeks, towards 
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eviening I was padng ^bout the laapbl^ 
liall which opened to the gardens; 
Larina, who at dinner scarcely ate, 
and appeared much disturbed, hav- 
ing early dismissed me. The place 
was friendly to meditation; and the 
rays of the declining .«un darting 
4iiroughthe painted win.dows^checquered 
the payem«nt with the waving shadows 
iof the tall trees by which they were 
intercepted : thejm I was cwtemplating, 
whe^ a whispering engaged my atten- 
tion. I looked iup to a gailery that ra» 
^ong three sides of the hall, and beheld 
^ Cofrte e^tiQstly attentive to one of 
ibe meii who aqted as sj^es, and who 
repeated «Aertied towar.ds some object 
m^heS^^s. In the next moment 
they parted. The Coete <?ame down by 
SI Sight of stone st^ into the hall ; his 
gait wa3 iine^al^ mi iwthput seeing 
me, he twned inU>z jr^iyate armory at 
the upper end. X^eard hind cast down 
vai:iaus pieces pf armo^w^wd saw hinj 
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sword in his hand ; he went with hasty 
steps towards the garden gate, his lips 
quivered, his bosom heaved, and pass^ 
ing his eyes along the steel, his cheeks 
crimsoned with indignation at «ight of 
a tear, which had trickled down them 
and which shone on the blade: bedashed 
the ignoble moisture away. That action 
alarmed me, and kindly stepping for« 
ward, I detained tiim by the garments 
Ignorant who was the intruder, he at 
£rst attempted to strike me ; but locds:- 
ing in my face, he • bade me begone. 
I urged my affectionate solicitude for his 
security ; he softened and leant on my 
shoulder, weak with inward «trug-» 
glings ; with a choaked voice he theft 
told me, that in that moment the caitiff 
Julian was with Larina. The shock 1 1 
received, and which my aspect exhibited^ 
aroused his dosing revenge : trembUng 
with rage he rushed ftom me, who fdU 
lowed unchecked, because unregapded. 
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After a multiplicity of turnings and 
windings, we struck into a long vista^ 
which brought us to a beautiful sum- 
mer-house, profusely decorated in every 
fashion grateful to the senses : a few 
steps promoted.us through the vestibule; 
the door was ajar; all. was still'as night: 
he entered ; I kept closely behind him ; 
but the loudness of my respiration, 
struggling as I was for breath, brought 
him to a consciousness of my accom- 
paniment ; he started, his pallid features 
1 can never forget ; they appeared con- 
vulsed. 1 can dispense with this over- 
care, said he ; then preventing my step, 
the frailties of the daughter of Maurice 
di Fiascano must not be revealed to 
public gaze : a sigh, which he attempted 
to suppress, forced its passage ; but un- 
, willing that it should be remarked, he 
}ooked at me, alas, I feared not that it 
was for the last time ! and disappeared 
through an opening at the further end. 
I . stood rivetted to the spot, scarcely 
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breathings lest the slightest murmur 
might estape me^ my eyes stedfiaistlf 
bent on an interior room, through which 
the Count had crossed; but the glooih 
occasioned by the plants being thickly 
arranged before the windows, prevented 
a distinct perception of any object* A 
confusion of voices arose within<: that 
of the Count was distinguishable. I 
gently crept along the sides anxiously 
curious: the noise ceased; I stopped to 
hearken. Quick footsteps advanced, 
and the robber rushed down in confu- 
sion towards me; be was unarmed, and 
I placed mysdf before him. His features, 
for the first time before me, were un- 
shaded; his eyes were inflamed by mean- 
ing; and they discharged glances so 
terrible, that I shrunk from him in dis- 
may. Wonder not, Henri! you, my 
friend! were frozen by the magic of his 
orbs : in those of our host you beheld 
the spirit of the robber, Julian, He 
hastily passed me, leapt through the 

TOL. I. G 
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outlet^ and mounted a terrace, which 
overlooked the wall at a little distance r 
hte' drew from his pocket a horn, and 
s<>uikled it loud and long; thrice he re- 
peated the blast, till after the third time 
an uncustomary uproar sprang in and 
about the castle. It gathered in every 
quarter: the {Servants ran through the 
gardens ; their cry was for thei* masterj 
but he answe^e^ noU An unaccountable 
]5anic seized me: I began to nin, and 
once oflF, increasing terror winged me: 
I found the courts deserted j but I dis- 
tinctly heard the clashing of swords, 
and, with intervals, the discharge of 
fire-arms. The gates were wide open; 
no guard was cm his post save on^, who, 
poor wretch J grovelling in his own 
blood, and writhing through agony, 
half overhung the moat from the draw- 
bridge, which wag down. This was not 
an encouraging spectacle; and I quick- 
ened my flight, till I espied a band of 
strangers descending to meet n[ie: I ab- 
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scondedbehittd some taUfern,aaidcrouch- 
cd unobserved, while they passed by; 
among them I recognized several of the 
bsmcUtti) and heard them call^ the one t<Br 
€he otheiVt<> make better haste lest the]F 
should be toa bte. They hurried their 
way, as I did mine.^ By then I attained 
the e^reme of the opposite hiQ, 1 heard 
a savage shout; lookiikg back I sa<vr tbat 
^ey were at that instant pushing througfar 
the portal : my blood curdled, and I pro« 
ceeded towards the village. The god of 
^y was already sunken below the high«» 
browed hills, when crossing the green^ 
the theatre of my juvenile sports, I saw 
a considerable number of the peasantry, 
men, women, and children, in one as* 
semblage: their attire was peculiarly gay^ 
andlpuzzled myself to recollect what fes« 
dval required such celebration. Come 
to the gate of my father's hpuse, I 
found the rails decorated with garlanf3s{ 
and within them, several musicians and 
househokl officers; all dressed in tixc 

G 2 
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^Icndid fivay of the Boron. I was too 
JDiicfa confiDfDDded to think; and pushing 
throng^ them, distraction to my aght! 
it settled on Camilla, who, bedecked 
with flowers, and other¥nse arrayed as 
a bride, came forth at that instant, sup- 
ported between Ricardos and the Baron. 
The music struck up; its strain was ani- 
mating, yet her cheeks were colourless: 
in the Inttemess of reproach I threw 
mysdf in her way. No sooner could 
Ac discover me, than she shook off her 
company, and flew into my outstretched 
arms. Thou^ I hdd her ck>sd[y, the 
monsters sundered her from me; and in 
desfnte ^ my utmost efforts bore her, 
while hunting, down the mountainet. 
I strove 4U> follow, but the combined 
strengtk 4rf.allthe servants drained me; 
whenlhey saw their lord securely distant, 
they unhanded and ijuitted xne; but I 
hopdessiy dasbed my body on the earthy 
and tore up the herbage with my teeth, 
vrhile my face was scalded by my tears* 



In the height of this phrenzy, a voice 
asked what was my compliant ^ amd » 
stout man, grasping me with his arms,r 
obliged me to rise* I found myself be- 
fore several horsemen, one of whom had 
dismounted to assist me; and there stood 
among them a Cavalier^ distinguished' 
by his own dress and the caparison of 
' his steed* He asked the name of the 
village : I answered hhn. He then inters 
rogated, If there dwelt not thereabout 
a vintager by name Ricardos ? I shud- 
dered, and pointed to the house. He- 
seemed agitated, and further asked. If 
there lived with him a young damsel' 

named ? Here I interruptedhim by 

sighing Camilla! The same! cried he. 
She lives, I said, but henceforth lives in 
Wretchedness ; for esteemed a friendless 
orphan, she is now dragged to yonder 
church to sanctify an obligated match* 
She no longer is a friendless orphan! 
shouted the Cavalier^ and furiously gal« 
loped la the direction Ihad pointed out*. 

^3 
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My li€art leapt into my throat ! Wluo 
is your master? cried I, pulling him by 
the sleeve who was alighted; Who is 
your master? Who! said he; why the 
rich Dpn Phillippo dc Santillana, a nobk 
knight of Calatrava. i screamed for 
joy ; for oh ! my friend ! I knew him to 
be Camilla-s father. Thrusting myself 
before my informant, I vaulted into his 
vacant saddle; gave free rein to the 
iiorse, and drove after the Cavalier. He en- 
tered the church but a second before me: 
1 threw myself from my courser, and ar- 
rived at the altar nearly as ^oon as him- 
self. He loudly commanded that the 
<:eremon y should' be *tcpt : luckily it but 
just was begun! then singling CamUla 
from the groupe, he demai>ded his child, 
and caught her to Jhis breast. An ia- 
conceivable confusion brxike through the 
company : Ricardos reviled him for aa 
impostor ; and as he called for rescue, 
swords on either side were drawn. Don 
Phillippo*^ band though triply out- 
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numbered by their antagonists, with- 
stood their fiercest assauhs; and inclos- 
ing Camilla and her father, retired to- 
wards the entrance t there they began 
to droop^ and, fired at the sight, I rushed 
along the front of the skirmish. The 
Baron was among the foremost of the 
opposite party; with him I grappled^, 
lie fell, aud I attempted to disarm 
faim ; when a violent blow with the pom- 
mel of a sword, dealt by the cruel hand 
of Ricardos, stunned. me, and I dropped 
insensibly across the prostrate body of 
my rival. 

How long a time V remained in that 
miserable condition I do not exactly 
know; but when I recovered my senses, . 
I found myself laying on some straw, be- 
neath a shed, some few paces from my 
father's house. I might have perished 
in my continuous state of incapability, 
but for the good offices of a young lad^ 
who alone manifested a sincere partiality 
to my person. From him I learned that 



laS THE THRER BROTHERS. 

Camilla^beneath paternal care, was safely 
borne from the village* I was too mag- 
nanimous to wish otherwise what was 

• 

so advantageous to herself^ yet from the 
poignancy of my anguish a selfish la- 
mentation would break forth, and 
accuse the severity of my fate, which 
irrecoverably had deprived me of the 
only source to future happiness.^ My 
strength barely was. recruited before my 
little assistant entered the hovel with 
much alarm in his countenance, and 
begged me forthwith to flee. He t(dd 
me that the Baron, in the intervals of 
the disorder brought on him by my 
misusage, had desired that I might be 
secured ; and that Ricardos, enraged by 
his own disappointment, had undertakoi 
to obey him. At first I thought to stay, 
and meet my brutal parent j but when I 
reflected, that his conduct heretofore 
proved him empty of the feeling to 
which I wished to appeal, I took my 
cloke, gave a farewell kiss to the affecr 
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donate boy, and bent my steps towards 
the castle, which I had a fiadnt hope 
might again be my asylum. 

I found a great concourse of vassals, 
apparently in deep distress, standing 
about the gates, which were closed; and 
from the turrets above them huge black 
flags were hung abroad. I had not made 
inquiry respecting this dismal prepara- 
tion ere the doors were widely opened, 
and through them slowly is^iued a long 
train clad in deepest mourning; many of 
them carrying the banners di Hascano, 
wreathed about with cypress : '. tliey 
wound along the walls towards the 
chapel, which stood detached from the 
furthermost wing. The dolorous tolling 
of the bell' alone disturbed the awful 
stillness that obtained,' until came forth 
the band of choristers who preceded the 
bier: they solemnly chanted a requiem 
to the deceased, whom, horror-struck, 
I knew to be the unhappy Conte, as the 
Uniilial. Larina successively followed, be* 

«5 
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ing led by her merciless paramour: She 
wore a thick veil that enshrouded her 
from head to £DQt j therefore though { 
much desired to see her face I could not ; 
but her walk was so firm, that I ifbud- 
dered to think what scenes her mind 
must have undergone, to be hardened 
to such collection on so sorrowful an 
occasion. The vassals could not longer 
coritain their grief, when they beheld the 
sad remains of a beneficent master ; but 
'to my surprize, their bewailings were 
unmingled \$dth execrations against his 
destroyers. I found it to be ^ven out, 
that in one of his passionate fits the 
bursting of a blood vessel had brought 
on his immediate death : I likewise un-^ 
derstood, that the cunning Contessa re^ 
ported herself to have been for some 
time the private wife of Julian, and that 
she impatiently awaited the fulfilment 
of those obsequies, to make a public so- 
lemnization of her nuptials. The falsity 
of her latter declaration moved me to 
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discredit the former; thoiigh I must 
own it to be probable, as the Conte was 
irritable even to frenzy, to which he 
might be particularly wrought by. the 
discovery of his daughter's derogatory 
marriage, as was the report: yet so 
strong was my animosity againstthe un- 
grateful pair, that I trembled to behold 
them, and conceited the holy ground to 
be profaned by their presence. Turning 
from the walls, I extricated myself from 
the throng and wandered into the coun- 
try : my eyes overwhelmed with tears 
when I heard the many-toned organ 
swell to elegiac verse, and reflected that 
that funeral ceremony was performed 
for him whose demise left me without 
a friend. I had no where to shelter my 
head, my father's persecution arming all 
against me; so with a nearly broken heart 
I quitted the territories di Fiascano. At 
length I determined to seek en^loyment 
in the military service: allltaly was then 
in arms; and my robust youth procured 

g6 
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me a favorable engagement. The foU 
lowing campaign was the fiercest during 
the whole war: I achieved actions that 
were reckoned meritorious, and before 
its close I found myself promoted to a 
command over the corses of my supe- 
riors. The corpSyto which I belonged, was 
directed to oppose a body of Gallic 
troops: imaUe to make head against ua 
in the open field, they aimed at a re- 
treat : pursuit changed it to a flight ; and 
we spread ourselves about the country 
to preserve it from their ravages. My 
troop being detached in advance, acd* 
dentally came to the gates of a villa, 
which the enemy's marauders were at« 
tempting to pillage. We drove them 
from the spoil, and while my followers 
were binding their hands behind their 
backs, I entered the house: a piteous 
shriekdng assailed my ears; I ascended 
the stairs, and rushed into an apart* 
ment, where I beheld a Cavalier strug* 
gling in the arms of two Gauls^ whose 
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comrades were rudely dragging a swoon- 
ing female through an opposite door. 
Overcome by superior strength, the 
Cavalier was drooping through fatigue, 
and a pistol was pointed towards his 
head just as I leapt forward, and disse- 
vered the arm of the wretch who held 
it : I then ran to rescue the lady, from 
whom the miscreants fled, and with 
transports iildescribeable, Camilla was 
caught to my breast. Don Philippo, 
whom I recognized in the Cavalier, was 
ceaseless in expressions of gratitude ; he 
embraced me as the preserver of his 
darling child, and entreated me to. make 
his abode my own residence- My duty 
being relaxed by the lateness of the sea- 
son, I accepted the invitation with joy; 
and once more felicitated myself en be- 
ing with Camilla beneath the same roof. 
The diligence of the father left little 
for his daughter to add to my entertain- 
ment, yet that little she performed with 
unnatural aukwardness. Indeed, she no 
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longer was die iirisk sanguine girl I bc- 
•fore knew her to be: her extreme gaietf 
was allayed by a languor which retarded 
'every look and gesture; yet was she 
lovely as man could wish, and when i|i 
her society, my breast was torn by con- 
victing feelings. Scrupulous of the 
-slightest violation of such generous hos- 
pitality, I behaved to her with a general 
politeness; attempted not particular assi- 
duity; and cautiously avoided any op> 
portunity that could possibly induce me 
to discourse on our former passion. 
This refrainment became in the end so 
difficult,that I grew sensible thatflightonly 
could preserve my honour: determined 
^o forsake the house, I announced my 
departure to my noble host, and with 
abundance of thanks to his courtesy, pro- 
fessed that it was my intention presently . 
to rejoin the army. His surprize at this 
resolution was very great ; and after re- 
volving within himself for a minute or 
two, he required in an undeniable man^ 
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ner my farther stay for a wedk, adding. 
If my own heart then wishedit^ he would 
not oppose my dq)arture. His secret 
meaning, which I vainly strove to pene- 
trate, was disclosed within the allotted 
timej for as we were sauntering about 
the court, conversing on topics worthy 
only to alleviate the hour, he abruptly 
digressed from the. subject on which we 
-then were speaking, and told me, that 
he was perfectly aware of every circum- 
stance relative to the condition, from 
which his providential arrival had deli- 
vered Camilla. Seeing me shrink from 
his scrutini2dng looks with empurpled 
cheeks, he dismissed all ambiguity on 
his own part, and in an encouraging 
tone demanded, if my affection for the 
untitled Camilla were abated or efiaced, 
now that 1 found her the acknowledged 
heiress of the family de Santillana? I 
was at first confounded by this question, 
because I was ignorant of its tenden- 
cy ^ but as I reooveced assurance, I 
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frankly explained the genuine state of 
my heart, together with the principles 
which had influenced that coldness of 
respect I had showed to her I doted on,, 
and which were about to bear^ me from 
a family I would not disgrace bymy pre*- 
sumption. Hardly would he suffer me 
to make an end, before he t:ast his arma. 
about my neck, and hugged me with 
more than cordiality; declaring bow in- 
finitely he was delighted iby my confes* 
sion : Camilla, cried be, proves by every 
action how stubbornly her affections 
centre In you: the poor girl is positively 
lovesick:^ go, dedare to her that which 
you have to me: hitherto I- feared the 
object of ber indinations to be unwor^^ 
thy them; this moment convicts my 
mistake; and L now with joy sanctioA 
your addresses* to my daughter... 

Instantly I obeyed him-, and flew to 
the chamber of Camilla. . Mutual expla^ 
nations renovated our past confidence. 
The perfidy pf my £&ther,. which had 
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possessed her with ideas of my ina)n- 
stancy, was detected ; and she entreated 
me to forgive the unreasonableness of 
that pride and resentment, which had so 
nearly insnared her in to marriage with 
the Baron. That was not a time for 
obduracy ; and Don Philippo coming in, 
we prostrated ourselves at his feet* The 
more I saw of this nobleman,, the more 
I found to reverence and esteem. Frail 
in his youth, consequently a taster of 
adversity, by feeling he had learned to 
fed: with manners as a soMier frank^. 
with a heart as woman's soft, age in 
him shone admirable ; far from circum* 
scribing the munificence of younger 
days, its prudence now directed it: in 
gaining riches he had gained lessons how 
to apply them. As he for long^ had been^ 
a witness, on the newly known conti- 
nent of America, to the awful spectacle 
of captived monarch s and butchered 
princes, he understood the fallibility 
of human grandeur ; and soaring beyond 
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the narraw policies of surrounding no- 
bles, bestowed his daughter on him she 
affected, though base in birth, uncertain 
in fortune. I was a ^dier , he said ; and 
a fit companion for the highest born, 
who wer-e my brethren in arms: his 
family neither was very ancient or dig=- 
nified; valour had promoted it to 
account; by valour it must be sus* 
tained, and the adnussion of a member 
so qualified was honorary not debasing.. 
Yet for reasons I need not recapitulate, 
he besought me to assume his name;, 
and of my own ashamed, I -v^dllingly 
complied. In the transports of success* 
ful love, unmingled with other sensation 
than gratitude, the hours past preceding 
that anointed for our union. 

The day at length came round: it 
opened, oh! a day of ^stacy; but closed 
in a night, ah ! a night of horror : the 
intervening minutes blasted every hope. 
As Camilla was walking unattended 
thrpugh the gardens of the villa, which 
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bordered on the sea, she was surprized 
by a crew of piratical Algerines. The 
absence of the bride discovered unto 
us her hapless fate; wc only arrived on 
tlic spot to sec the impossibility of suc- 
cessful chace, as the white sails of the 
accursed galley were dwindled to a 
speck on the horizon* 
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CHAPTER IIL 



In vain we braTe^ now none shalUeach us ftauTp 

Unless he teach that God preside nor- here ; 

Hark! midnight tolls ; straight all the senses-lie^. 

Bereft ofreasoninwUd anarchy : 

The while are bleeding conscientiotis wounds^ 

Brigands and sprighta reYoWe thefr gasdy round*. . 

Oh ! speak thy kind with whom I now commune^ 

May steel thee pierce, and faggots thee absume I 

Colossal thy stature, uneath thy stride^ 

The antique fabric shivering divides. 

Celestial, or Fiend, speak \ III hear thy birth ! 

Ha ! Fiend, toa truly, though thou lookcst of earth I 



The recital of this sad story so over- 
came the unhappy relater, that, at this 
period, he drooped his head, and de« 
clinedupon the couch, unable to proceed.^ 
Henri was so wrapt in wonder by the 
▼icissitudes of his friend's fortune, that 
for some moments he stupidly sate in- 
attentive to his present su£ferings: alT 
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length he assuaged their violence, re« 
iterated assurances of everlasting attach* 
xnent, and drew him to his breast: whe- 
ther his recent discovery of Claudio's 
base origin increased or diminished the . 
gracefulness of this conduct, there was 
no uninterested witness to ascertain. 

^^ From that morning/^ said the 
Italian, his sobs quarrelling with his 
words, ^^ from that fatal morning, un» 
lightened sorrow hath oppressed me: 
till then I lost not hope; thenceforward 
it constantly hath flown me. I have 
been but half a man ; a mere automaton, 
made to act by the will, guidance, ,or en- 
forcement of others. Ko affection have 
I had, save for peril, no appetite, save 
for slaughter: unnatural depravations! 
engendered by a mind so harassed 
by its intrinsic woes, that I dare not 
turn my eyes inward lest they behold 
what can dim them ^ith lamentation; 
but I flee the hour of leisure even as I 
vould my chief enemy, and seek ibt 
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bQ^e^ sccnty not Jbr comfort,^ but 
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' The Chevalief too oftefi had heard of 
misfortiuie^9 fitftd iosanity to be con« 
founded by its present symptoms in 
Qaucfio: complaiiRiiit to the w2d tenor 
of hier speedi, he repFOved it not, bnt^ 
nuhgling his teai^ with those of the 
utterer, soothed him to oomposure* 
Henri, after several aj^posite observa- 
dons, inquired of Claudio, how long 
Was the interval since his sufferance of 
the last miserable stroke, and his prc^ 
sent relation of it ? 

• •* The year but three ^mes hath conoe 
round,** answered the Cavalier; " but 
to me it hath seem^^ t^nty timed its 
natural length : and often I have heard 
Ae wretched father dedare^ that the 
ftw remaining seasons his age could ex- 
pect to endure, seemed an etdrnity to 
his careworn mind. The lorts of Camilla 
sunklhim on a* dck bed, where fdr many 
weeks his life was in iaaminent daa«^ 
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ger: h^ very slowly shook c^ the iii- 
firmkies of illness, axui tHoiogh grisved 
to the heai^t myself, I wa^ obliged to dis- 
semble resignation when attencfing him^ 
His kindness to me rather wa&canfirmed 
than weakened, yet did I much fear that 
my presence wassJ painful to him by re* 
viving most poignantly the unhappy 
fkte of his daughter; and solitude be^ 
coming intolierable to myself, I broken 
from my benefactor, and went to the 
army. The name de Santillana, by 
which 1 was distinguished, was accom- 
panied by the interest of its worthy be-^ 
stower; so that, were ambition my 
passion, there was sufficient encourage^ 
ment for it. But my thoughts wer^ 
prepossesed, wherefore I was incapable 
26 a babe to aggrandize myself in the 
world: of my blood I was as prodigal 
as soldiers can be, but my talents as an' 
officer were crushed beneath the weight 
of my cares. Where service was to be 
found I sought it: the ceremonious 
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battle, forlorn assault, projected ambush* 
ment, or acddental skirmish; all of 
these, possibility permitted, I entered, 
and many a man found cause to bewail 
the inteniperature of that courage, ddi- 
berate conduct shuddered at, and con- 
demned* During the times of cessation 
I often revisited the abode of my patron, 
in whom I was shocked to trace the 
signs of decay, too visible on his person. 
^s hostilities dr<^ped in Italy, I found 
myself at liberty, and spent some months 
vnih him: but the habitation of my- 
mistress empoisoning every moment 
with sad remembrance, and additionally 
dissatisfied with inactivity, I quitted 
Don Fhilippo to become a volunteer 
under the Marquis del Guasto, who was 
assembling a large but promiscuous 
army, at the head of which he hoped 
to rout your countrymen from Pied- 
mont, and run a career of victorious 
invasion through the fidghbouring pro-, 
vinces of France. Hs success £utope 
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knows, and how the homicide imbe- 
cikd the soldier. For me, disdainful of 
the signal to retreat, I obeyed slowly, 
until a vagrant shot struck and shat- 
tercd my horse. It was a lucky cir- 
cumstance I since iiave thought, for it 
gave me to the hands of Henri." 

The friends sat silendy for some mi* 
nutes. " But with regard to this stran- 
ger ?" at length said the Chevalier. 

" Truly," adjoined Claudio, " I hope 
that I have justified my behaviour to 
tlic stranger, though you, in generous 
confidence, accused it not." 

*' And do you stedfastly believe that 
he and Julian are the same?" asked 
Henri. 

" My memory is fallacious indeed if 
he be not," replied Claudio. " My life 
on it, thdr birth was not double." 

" His is not a countenance easily to 
be forgotten," observed the Chevalier j 
" still what ftaggers my credit is Iiis cn- 
.tire ignorance of yourself." 

VOL. I. H 
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" Alas ! that is not surprising !" re- 
turned Claudio. ** Four years are 
gone by since that adventure, and by 
them so differently I am changed, that 
were I now to encounter those who 
knew me in my juvenile day, the world 
to a ducat they could not recognize me. 
Besides, but once did our eyes ever 
; meet, and then in twilight ; so that the 
artifice of names keeps him unconscious 
of whom is his guest." 

*' Yours is a mournful history," said 
Henri, *' and wonderful in what re- 
aspects this mysterious man. Then what 
you disregard^ but I with blended 
.terror and astonishment behold, is 
.that" — [pointing to the head of the 
bed^ ^* Could this chateau ever belong 
Xo .the :estate which we this evening vi- 
sited ? My ancestors resided on it, and 
my father occasionally passed there the 
^summer months. It is true, that I never 
heard mention either of this building, 
or of the forest wherein it stands re- 
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tired, save to wara me from the latter 
as a' place abominable and accursed/* 
- *• Was the Marquis ever in Italy f* 
Claudio asked, after a minute's musing. 
** Not since my birth,*' answered the 
Chevalier ; " not for twenty years. In 
his youth he was a soldier and a liber- 
tine; characters, they say, that gene- 
rally associate ; but^ though Italy waft 
the theatre of the war in ^tch he com^ 
manded, he always was toth to speak, 
about it i and when I have questioned 
of the circumstance of battle, he sel- 
dom chose to satisfy me. Of late he 
has lived particularly recluse } yet, for 
some time preceding my depaiturey 
couriers repeatedly arrived at the cha- 
teau : more than ordinary t>r even rea- 
sonable care was shewn in their accom- 
modation ; *so that bad I been unassisPted 
by casualties, all my inquiries had failed 
to ascertain that they came from some 
part of Italy.'* 

H 2 



, " I perceive/' sai4 Claudio, " that 
your brain is fjantasied with ideas of 
some secret connexity between your fa- 
ther and thU m^*** 

. *' Y<ni charge my thoughts wtb 
what I hardfyiiare confess they bear/* 
rejoined Henri : ^ yet will I own my* 
self to be distracted by surmises^ e^tra* 
yagant perhaps, but not devc^d. of tea*- 
son. The coiidutCt jc^ my father q( latter 
years has a^9(zmg}y been changed/' 
, ^^ H^. natural ^ffisct of age and in^ 
firmity," observed Claudio# 

** The former is too new to him/' 
said the Chevalier^ ^^ to bring much of 
^he btter : infirmities moral rather than 
physical: influence his actions/' 

*' The less likely to continue/' ar* 
gued Clau^o* ^ Caprice, passion, or a 
thousand i>ther weaknesses-, may occai> 
^ion wh^ your misapprehension ascribes 
j|:o n^qre serious causes/* 

/< J f(E»r not/' continued Henri ; ^' All 
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hts dependants see the alteration, and 
alt I have found unanimous in attribute 
ing it to an extraordinary rislt oncft 
made him by an unknown man« It 
must now be nearly five years' ago. No 
inmate of the 'chateau kneU^ him ; he 
' disregarded all ceremony, and unah^- 
Dounced ctttered my father's cabinet. 
Their interview was long, but secret; 
and the stranger returned mysteriously 
as he came. I saw him stride across 
the court, but unfortunately his back 
was turned^ he sprang upon a fiery, 
courser, and in an instant vanished.** 

" And have you never found clue to 
guide you ta his detection?" asked 
Claudio. 

** Ncfver !'* answered the Chevalier ; 
" though each ' ensuing day kindled 
fresh wonder at the effects of his com- 
ing. I theq first certified that the Mar- 
quis had a natural son, resident not 
many milfes from the chateau. Most 

H3 
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solicitous search was made for this* 
young man; it was successless; and 
the countenance of the. Marquis lost 
every vestige of hope. The black me- 
lancholy that^came over him surprizecf 
me the more, because this boy could 
not have been a favourite I had seeA 
him nK)re than once^ and persuaded 
against our relationship^ I had mocked 
him for his-deformityi*' . _;, - : • 

" But the condud -of your father tpr 
wards yourself?'* said. th^Italktiu ' 

" Was cautiously kind," answered 
Henri. ** For many months succeeding 
this incident, he. would not suffer 4ne 
to go beyond the walls unguar<led : this 
strictness abated in tim^ ; for, $hut- up 
ill bis innermost chamber, he became 
inattentive to all domestic concerns. 
The couriers I have ' meyitioned, only 
penetrated his privacy ; and, when my 
resolution to enter .the army extorted, 
his permission, his past care oply re*. 
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vivcd in that awful injunction so unin- 
tentionally disobeyed/* . 

" I very well understand the drift of 
your suspicions/* said- Uie Italian. ^' You- 
persuade yourself^ and fain would me» 
that that dubious stranger occasioned 
your parent's first claution, the remains 
whereof was this injun^ion^ which sole 
purport was to prevent your meeting, 
with its original causer in the person of 
eur hoBt.?*^ 

. ** The exact analysis of my ideas,** 
cried Henri. ^* I tremble to think whosa 
habitation I am in. Can its master, J\)* 
lianv and the stranger,- be one ? If it bq 
possible for isuch a character to exist,' 
what is not to be dreaded from it ? 
.ITus chamber may be our prison j per- 
hitps worse ! its defenceless spaciousness 
best adapts it to deeds of force. And fe^l 
myarm, Claudiol this is not infirmity 
of fear, for my flesh crawls as though 
conscious of impending evil. 

H 4 



93 



tS^ ^He thrjie brothers; 

^ Rather the consequence of cold,'* 
said the ItalialT; but his imperfect ac- 
cents, and unsettled eyes, manifested 
him to be somewhat infected by his 
friend's apprehension. To disguise his 
real feelings, he remarked on the . night 
being almost consumed, and walked to 
the windows. Without, all was pitchy 
dark j within^ they were little better j 
for their lamp^ quivering in its socket, 
gleamed by inconstant fits along the 
sides of the apgirtment. 'A vivid flash', 
being reflected by the coloured glass^ 
dazzled the sight of Claudio, who turned 
about : a second, varying altemats light 
and ish^de, discovered to hrm the agi. 
fated features of Henri, ">Krho gently had 
-followed at his elbow : it shivered, sunk, 
expired; and the friends mechanicaHy 
c^Hight each other's hands. That of the 
Chevalier was damp and aguish ; he ea# 
sayed to speak, but the words hissed 
his attempt : Q^udio demanded the' 
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came ef Im ^ivtt. ^< Huih V^ at Itegth 
crfed HeAri: they Kstened, yet heard 
Ho^hdtfg. Again the Italian was going 
to ptit the question ; but Henri pitiched 
his afm : he understood the hint, and 
in the same inoment heard an odd kind 
of rustling close to where he stood. He 
was unaUe to move, so rivetted were 
his feet to the floor ; and many times it 
was repeated, before he had power to dis- 
icver his lips. ** Who enters ?** at length 
said he. The sound murmured through 
the room j but, emboldeneid by his owjfi 
voice, he placed his hand on his sword ; 
when the noise returned, and the dis- 
. mal hooting of the ntght-owl, which 
flapped its wings agaihst the casK^ments^ 
discovered itself to be the inoffensivo 
cause of their affright. Ashamed of a 
tej^ror which disgraced him in his own 
opinion, Claudio rebuked his friend for 
first giving way to it : he then encou* 
tagcd him with hopes of a speedy ter* 

» 5 
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mination to the nig^t ; and prevaUe4 
on hin)} though, to the last reh^ctapt, 
IQ take repose, on the bed ; to. i^tdjch^ 
softly stealing, they betook^ but were 
careful not :to undress, . legt an as- 
sault should surprize them unpre« 
pared. 

Fatigued by his journey, and wearied 
with a discourse which had lasted three 
hours, and which^ by. reviving his .misr 
fortunes, most violently had p^rturbated 
his mind) Claudio invited the approach 
of insensibility y and, notwithstanding 
his prejudices in disfavour of the lodg- 
ing, sooa dropped into s^ sQund slu^v 
ben But the influence: of dread too 
deeply was grafted in his bbsom, to per* 
mit him to rest undisturbed.. The idmple 
scene preceding his sleep, broke it, b^ 
the aid of a disordered unaginatiou. .11^ 
imagined that Henri shook him ;.. thea 
started as i£ spoke to^ yet never comt 
plctely awoke: his dreams were only 



intcmlpttid in., their evil- imagery by 
sQliiOthing that seeoied to realize them. 



- 

In the morning when he awoke, he 
Outstretched his limbs to recover them 
from inert languor ; but^ throwing his 
arm across > the place Henri had taken^ 
he wsas surprized to find^it vacai]tt. I 
am a sluggard, civied he; ^and imme^^ 
diately jumping up^ called out to his 
Mend. \ No answo: being returned, he 
j^ilaUhed ;iiifl sword from, the bolster^ 
where he hadJatd it the overnight^ but 
whence he observed that of die Cheva* 
lier to be gone, ; . He ^6w^ felt a degree 
of alatm^ ran to the. windows, and threw 
one of them opei).? . The morning .evi« 
dently was high advanced, as the fierce 
rai^^s.of the sou thering'sun scorched the 
Copmdst branches of the forest, yet 
could not the meridi^ daylight enliven 

h6 
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the ambient prespect t a ^abixationy so 
raised m tlie heart of obscurity and ste- 
rility, possessed the bdioldcr WTth na- 
tural^ suspicions of ill tenantry. As 
Ckudio- swept his eye^over the rugged 
asperities of the valley, unproductive of 
siught but baleful weeds, he whis^t^ 
to himsdi^ that the appalling efibcts <tf 
such a scene even familiarity could not 
diminish! 'twas only when the mind 
were ov^rspi^ad by sympathetic gtooift}^ 
when darkness within were deeper than 
external shade, that huxnaoity coidd 
look thence xmconcemed : he shuddered 
at the fancy, that they who chose an 
abode so rude, weH were: practised in 
the school of living horrors^ ; ^ - - ' 
l!hat the Chevalier would, ga abro^ 
s^ter what hadpaksed, exceedingly sur-* 
prized him ; and lie continued to. look 
abroad, impatient for hb relurh. C3ia« 
grincd by his long absence*, he at length 
determined to go ia search of him } but, 
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turning round ^h this resGlution^ the 
sight of Htnri's casque, which was hy- 
ing where the ChevaKer himself had 
placed it, filled him with consternation. 
Ready to burst with emotion, he rushecl 
to the door ; it was closed, and he stag- 
gered many paces backwards, for its ifas- 
tcnings were unmoved, but complete as 
they had been made the preceding night. 
Unhappy youth ! sighed he, and smote 
his forehead ; too just were your fore- 

. bodenitnts, and vain hath proved all 
our precaution, for surely he whom 

. we had to deal with, is not of human 
origin. 

' At tharjuncturei came some one to 
the doorj he knocked, Claudio hcsi- 
tated ; but ^th him personal fear ever 

: was slight : withdrawing the barricado, 
he threw open the door*; the hideous 
Nicholas entered; in his hands was a 
tray With break&st; he did not salute 
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the Cavalier ;. but^ : solidly as^ hsforqs 
placed the tray upon the ground* Clau^ 
dio sUcntly beheld this proceeding; 2^ 
hope stole through his bosom ;• it was 
transient ; for looking downwards, he 
saw that there was a portion but for 
one. About. to address the old man, 
the latter left the room, but bequeathed 
a parting glance so fraught with ma* 
lignity^ that the Italian was startled : 
he stooped,.. and emptied the contents 
of the ewer inta the tray ;. a. white se^ 
din^ent appeared at the bottom ; it was 
gritty, and palpably .of a poisonous qua-? 
lity. Claudio dashed away the deadly 
victual^r^uid.. flew. after the. treacherous 
afis^n^ Nicholas was lingering at the 
remote end of the corridor ; but seeing 
the injured Italian. approach. with fury 
beaming in .hii? eyes, he slunk from the 
spot,. and disappeared. 

ClaudlQ rran. with rapidity. to the 
jplace, and striking wide the entrance. 
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bDUfided^into the centre^ q£ aln. apart* 
{ttenit, iand arrested the dtsgustipg fugi- 
tive. The wretch screamed .a pierdi^ 
»nd ttnqqual yell. Claudio* half reKn- 
guisbed bis hold, for his eats acknow* 
ledgedits ^nularityjto that^ Hxrbich sq 
iri^tened his cpmpany when they weve 
wandering through the Y^aste; and he 
no. .longer doulHted it.bekig.a signal* 
ho,w]t He began. to shake the miscreant 
;^itb all his iivight» . and to drag him 
backwards y but :Nichi)las fierc^y re* 
sisted, and.0i|jiy wh^n he.£^lt the naked 
sword, loused jtlQiig bis throat, would 
he mpye 9: fvPt/ Tbre^t^ of immediate 
destruction, . ,€^prc^ , by. gesturies con<^ 
si^tently yipl^itf,^.#ov«; Jbdinr alo|ig tha 
foi^ridpr } .;an4 b^Mi^g^ thrjusted: into the 
chamber, he fell op, the ftpor. . , 

,/* Wir^tchj**: said'tbe.Itali^u},." ariscv 
and: answer, pxe !'* , He obeyed, with 
squaUi^; form .a^d h^gg^rd. asgect ; , eiu 
de^ypwriBg -to beftt hisafi^d-likeeye* 
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for luimbleaippKcaticm. ClMdSo stodU 
dtftdf aild spumed hhA witlk> his heel^ 
saying, " You sou^t my life'* 

^^ I seek it now !" hoarsely sppalce the 
nionster; His^wordii were no mockeries^ 
for r^icaeing a short dagger from his ac* 
^rised bk^dst, he sprang fbrw^d, with 
ft deadly purpcMt in his descending 
bk)w ; but ^Saudio, unshrinldng, met 
fhe hsmd^ ainl with an upward stroke 
80 sheer from the arm divided it^ th^t^ 
innocent smd- unstained^ the weapon 
dropped at his feet* Tb^ assassin tore 
the room with ^rieks* Cbudio caught 
up the ife^er^ and imn^e^ately he 
w^s possessed by the demon cefi^ revenge, 
for it wsis H«9^-s; the bisufe of .demas- 
can temper, and eboti gra»p,' studdied 
with jewels, were not to be iriistahem 
** Where obtained you this?'* cfied (he 
Italian tO' the sanguinary Nichc^as* 
** Where is= Henri j the Chev^ier? 
Speak,*' continued he^ ^spe^ quickly 
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or never yr^ ybu agsiiu^ Moans being 
his only answer, the Italian was unable 
any longer to contain himself. " That 
wound was for my own wrongs,*' said 
he, aiming the poniard ; ^^ thb avenges 
the wrongs of my friend.'* 

His native virtue was indignant at 
this unmanly fury over a helpless 
wretch, and loosing the compassionate 
shxices of his heart, impelled the chiding 
blood crimson to his cheek : he fidt the 
generous reproof, and but a. momentary 
slave to passion, proved that indulgence 
only makes it invincible. He averted 
the point from its intended victim, and 
by :fiu:ting nobly lOcewise acted prudent- 
ly, for, quick ais thought, ran footsteps 
along the gallery. Hardly he could 
find tiine to replace the barricade at the 
entry ,^ before it was so forcibly assailed, 
that part of. the fastening felt; and 
where the pliant door gaped above^ an 
oaken truiicheon was introduced to 
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prevent it recTosing. Not a step from 
destruction, Claudio applied his shoulder 
to the pannel, and desperately withstood 
the fiercest eflForts of his adversaries j 
but. shaken with ceaseless violence, the 
slippery floor deceived his footing, and 
he half ifell: the vacuum becoming 
wider, down^ dropped the loosened 
staflf; quick as lightning Claudio drew 
it through i> tiius zn accident of siidi 
apparent dasngop^ was bexu^ficial ih the . 
issue,; as nothing now prevent^ hit 
complete exclusion x^^the aessaihntfti 
who suddenly, surceased* : i ' 

Though Claudio was unatta^eked, ht 
continued to push with aH his mighty 
until disturbed by a n(»se iii the' room ^ 
he noticed that Nicholas having cadsed 
a part of thd tapestry, was. kicking 
against a part of the wall^ which re^ 
turned a^ hollow sound. * Not doubting 
of a private outlet, the Italian flew ta 
prevent his escape ; but before he couid 
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arrive^ the caitiff flcdi aiyl Claudio pur* 
sued him. They entered a darksome 
chamber of limited dimensions ; Nicho- 
las sped towards a door in the f^trther 
end; a key grated in its lock, and 
several bravoes with , drawn swords 
rushed forward. Claudio recoiled from 
so numerous a band of combatants^ 
and^ whirling his sted with undirected 
yekxafyy attempted to retard their prest 
sttjse ; bttt-une^iaLto longer contention^ 
hp gave vmy, and rf^treatcd .to the 
apartment whence he receody had b« 
sued. They foUdwed, • disallowing him 
the respite of a second, for the fore- 
most bravo already touched his arm : 
Claudio turned on his lieel, and swung 
himself about, but. whether he were re* 
leased by the infliction of . a wound on 
liis detainer, or by his own impetuous 
struggles;, it was impossible. in that tu- 
mult to ascertain : however, £nding his 
arm jaAMbcxtyj he threw a chair in the 
way of.Jiis pursuers^ and vaulted 
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through the o^i> cistmtnt over a bal* 
coay on a wide rampart : running to its 
edge to precipitate himself, his rcaoliition 
shrunk, for sdithough the wall were not 
extreme^ in altitude^ yet the down- 
ward leap waft perilous. A3 the noise 
increased behind him, he looked badc- 
wards, and saw the window thronged 
with £ices : in the succeeding instant a; 
buHct whistled past his ftsad ; di'ading 
a second saiot?, he droiKiied add - can 
along the brink ; "vdien come to a^decay-^ 
ed buttress, he* scrambled dowii^aiidi 
leaped on the earth unhuit, . . 

Where he ali^ted was art opposite 
quarter to that wherein sbood the chief 
gate,^ whithertor he inunediiaitely sped^ 
h(^)mg^ thence to retrace the way to the 
forest. He was at no grek distance 
from the front of the mansion, when 
three Gt fourhovsenoen galiopedlrom the 
portal : t^ irregularities Of the gtoond 
greatly befriendied him, but When he- 
reached the steep hzsik^ descended the 
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B^ht before^ dayKght disclosed obsta^^ 
des in&urmounuMe by other t)ian the 
desperate. In that class was the Italian^ 
for sticking his dagger in the earth 
«p, to its very haft, he trusted his life 
to its tenacity ; and dragged his body 
up the precipices, until he attained a 
Di^rrow standing pUce ^ear the summit. 
When accoippanied by Henri he bad 
not attempted that part, the path he 
now made never yet being trodden by 
human fopt ; and his brain grew giddy 
with ^ downward prospect o£ many far 
thoms perpendicular, unreU^ed to the 
aight by weedy or TjsKky projection : but 
ibf the fissures in the rock behind, thiii 
station were untenable ; in one of them 
he thrust his am^ and bent beneath 
the impending brow of the extreme, 
the last, and mightiest test of his intrepid 
jdity« A tree, that overgrew the brink 
above, and indUied near to him, was 
the only aid that offered ; boldly leap- 
ing from the friendly deft, he caught 
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at it with either hand. Pendent by tva 
flexible boughs, he waved^ in ihid-air to 
and fro; till straining all his s^ks to 
one great ejcertion, he upwards spruiigr 
iand lodged his feet most happily on the 
height, wHliich with many struggled he 
safely gained. 

* Looking about hihi, he noted the 
horsemen to be furiously riding up the 
toad, Which fortunately lengthened their 
progress. With the utmost eagemes 
to win thiR heart of the forest, he Tin 
up the chief vista ; but the pursuers 
gained on him, for he heard them shout 
with increased loudness. Breathless 
with fatigue, and hopeless ' of deliver- 
ance^ he was about to stand at bay, when 
the neighing of a horse close at hand, 
reminded him. of the one left by Henri. 

• • • _ 

•QuicMy easting his eyes :around,"^he per- 
<r€ived its high heck above the thickei! : 
lie spruAg on the :sprigiitly courser, 
loosed the bridle froih the bough, and 
rode into tb^ thickest part of the forest. 
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►In despite of the closely woven branched 
and entangled unden^ood, he dashed 
onwards, till he came to a pari less 
crouded with impediments:, there he 
stopped to Ksten. Secure of escape, his 
heart bounded high with gratitude to 
Heaven, and hugging the unconscious 
instrument of his preservation, he then 
proceeded. 

He soon found himself on the skirts 
of the forest, for the trees, more thinly 
grouped, admitted some perspective of 
the neighbouring country: at length, 
having entirely cleared it, he perctived a 
neat cottage on the margin of a wide im« 
petiious river. He reined his horse to- 
wards that cottage. A man, seated on 
a bench beside the door^ arose at his ap- 
proach, and sted£astly regarded him : he 
then ran to meet him, and embracing his 
knees, discovered to Claudio his Squire 
£rcolam. The gladness was mutual^ 
and the Cavalier, exhausted by his adi 
ventures^ desired that a glass of wise 
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^hoald be brought. A paysanne came 
out with a flask, bemg followed by se- 
veral children^ who rather started at the 
s^fpearance of Qaiidio, whose handsptne 
^ure was firighthjUy bespattered with 
dirt, and ensanguined with the blood of 
Nicholas. Liberal payment dissipated 
their zppadxcxmons. Having cleansed 
his habit as well as was then possible, 
the CainJior conunandcd Ercolani to in- 
^uire the distance thence of the town, 
whi<^ so erroneously they had soujg^t 
lastn^t. The woman said that it was full 
three hours journey, and advised them 
to attend to the borders of the riven 
£radani then withdrew his horse from 
a shed, attached to the cot, and pur- 
sued his master in the track recom^ 
mended. 

. The ci^stal expanse of waters, glist- 
ening beneath a npontide sun^ could 
not be viewed by an undazzled sigh^: 
die country^ before them was, according 
tp its various, tilth, distributed into 
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every diverolty of colours, which, meU 
lowed by the distance, were at further- 
most blended into one indiscriminate die 
of blue ; but these were prospects too 
gay to the Cavalier in his present melan* 
choly, and he averted his eyes to the 
black frowning forest. Ercolani, seeing 
him look back, imagined that his attend; 
ance were required, and rode up to his 
master : Ciaudio was roused to recollec- 
tion, and he inquired of Ercolani, What 
were his fortunes after their unlucky 
separation in the woody labyrinth? 

, " Ah, Signor!" said the Squire, wJio, 
like many a lowly son of nature, loved a 
little loquacity in his heart : " Ah, Sig- 
nor, that was a bitter mistake, and, by 
those most holy in the saintly kalendar! 
no more my fault than the fault of my 
horse. Master Pierre deserves the total 
blame, and verily he did enough to mc- 
rit what I don't choose to speak, but 
what you, Signor, may easily guess.** 
Here Ercolaiii, suspecting that his mas*- 

VOL. II.' I 
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tpr's taf^dUiess of comprehension might 

' ■ . ■ ' * 

be ascribed to his own deficiency in ex- 
pression^ illustrated the latter with stich 
forceful gestures about the crupper of 
his steed,^ as m^de that suflS^ing repre- 
sentative of Pierre exceedingly indig- 
nant at so unusual a mistreatment ; ac- 
cordingly, poor ' Ercolani nearly was 
shaken out of his saddle. 

Having regained his seat, he went on. 
'* Far be it from me to prejudice you 
against him, Signor f but if his conduct 
did not argue a bad head, I am surd it 
did a very silly one : for what with those 
frightful outcries, which" ITl be sworn he 
made, deny them however he may, whal 
with loitering behind, then driving after 
me like mad, bawling that thieves were 
upon us, and pointing out men behind 
trees, when there were no such things, 
I do think him to be the most trouble- 
some companion I ever travelled with. 
And then the losing of you, Signor! why 
that was solely caused by him, for he 
would go first ; and when I praised the 
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sagacity of my horse, be laughed out- 

F^ht, and went galloping up this track, 

^ and down that, so that I began to fancy 

the devil had taken his form for want of 

aworse; and, indeed, most devilishly we 

were bewildered, for we could hardly tell 

our right from our left. Are you here, 

Ercol^i ? said he, in a strange kiod of 

tone. I wish I were anywhere else, answer • 

<d I; for unless the saints befriend us, I 

think that we have every surety of a very 

dismal .lodging. And then we consulted 

which way to pursue our research for 

your Well, words waxed very high, 

till, in the worst of our altercation, both 

agreed to take a track distinct from those 

*r€ quarrelled about. So due south we 

went. = But each step grew worse; and 

as wc were completely lost, I protested, 

that as the rider had driven to so ill an 

event, it were but just that the horse 

should . have his turn ; ' accordingly I 

gave mine the rein. But while I stood 

athwart an opening, lifting my eyes to 

I 2 
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heaven, and crossing my breast in every 
direction, that unbelieving Pierre, ah 
enemy to all catholic devotion j bounces 
plump against the flank of my rumi« 
nating beast; bolting past vathsucha 
shock, that the poor animal stumbled 
into a hole, and though I roared and 
roared, I was obliged to get out by my- 
self at last." 

He then acquainted his master with 
his subsequent adventures, which safely 
concluded in the hospitable cottage; in- 
terspersing the relation with high eiktx- 
miums on his steed, accompanied by 
avowals of a thorough contempt for 
Pierre, whose rough treatment of an 
animal, for which .Claudio knew that 
his man cherished a great tenderness and 
veneration, had wrought him to so ridi- 
culous a pitch of animosity. 

Having finished his own tale, he ven- 
tured to inquire of Claudio respefting 
his wanderings, and where he had parted 
from the Chevalicf . " Alas !*' exclaim- 
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cd the Italian^ whose grief * refused an 
.explanation, " in our speed lies my only 
-hope ever to rejoin him : so peace, Er* 
rcolani! and proceed/' This command, 
•though iinaccounted for, the Squire du- 
.tifuUy obeyed; and far they left the 
fatal wood behind them. 

The intended journey was little more 
than half performed, when they rode 
through a scattered village, and at its ut- 
termost end, stopped before the door of 
an aubergc to bait the horses. A Man in 
uniform was leaning against one of the 
windows. After eyeing him stedfastly a 
time, Cl^udio knew him to be a trooper 
belonging to the corps marching with 
that which Henri commanded. He 
imraecUately called him, down, and in- 
quired if any «iore of the troop were in 
the village. The soldier knew but of four 
or five beside himself; and he informed 
the Italian, that the troops had reposed 
thereabout during the night, but early 
as the dawn had recommenced their 

•13 
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march. Xlncert^in of overtakmg them» 
md hearing that he had Kb^rt]^. to spend 
4K>ine days with his friends^ Claudio de* 
termined to confide in this man Sor.tht 
eatectttionof a purpose he siukkml]^ re* 
solved; wherefore he invdgled^makipi^ 
and confidentially imjparted .to htm the 
dreadful circumstances attending the 
€hevalier*s disappeiBrance. As . Henri 
was young )and brave^ be was genera% 
lieloved among die sdidiers; as^d sD 
much was this particular man shocked 
by his misfortune, that he readily . ac- 
.quiesced in the plan recommeqded'by 
Claudio, and left the xooin to ki^range 
for its realizationvi : 

As .Rowland was rather : elevated in 
the ranks, he possessed ^ consideraUe 
influence over his .comrades, .whicbh^ 
so sensibly exerted^ that before £rcolar(i 
could devour the contents of adi^b^ 
fore him, he wa^ desired tosymmohhis 
master. On coming down, CSaudio bc^ 
held four wdl mounted troopers,* head^ 
cd by Rowland} beside an auxiliary half- 
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dozcil of equestrian peasantry, who 
inade a formidable thc^ugh not a very 
ornamental addition to the company. 
It must be owned that their hor^s were 
wretched and shapdess jades, pot»eM- 
ihg an abstract of almost every defect 
incident to their kind; so that when £r- 
colani's stallion spumed one of them 
>Vith his heel, the ndtr extolled the ac- 
tion as an indisputable sign of a superior 
genius. A sarcasm which certainly cOutd 
have dispersed the group, but for the 
prudence of Claudio, under whose guid- 
ance th^y purstied the same road He 
recently had come* 

The nu mber and the inequality . of the 
troop much delayed its progress; Clau- 
dio*s impatience being sharply aggra- 
vated before the cottage greeted his view. 
When it arose to sight, his joyous coun- 
tenance communicated a new vigour to 
his followers, who spurred on amain. 
Approached within a few roods, Claudio 
commanded a halt: accompanied by 

I 4 
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RowUnd and Ercplani, he rode on^ di&- 
^xnounted dose to the door, and entered. 
The terror and precipitation of his flight 
had {NTeyetited his remarking any due 
whereby he coi^ return ; a resolution he 
had not then embraced, ^nd to advance 
which he was now obhged to act as fol- 
lows. To a rustic who was seated amid 
. his/^nuly, he held out money, and swore 
-to double it, would he be their conduc- 
tor through the labyrinthian forest. 
;ThQ peasant, whose eyes caught the lus- 
tre of the goldj withdrew his hand when 
.he Jieard what service, was tqearaJlt^ 
but the temptation was too ^trong^ axyl 
in a stammering voice he asked Whither 
he would wish to go? As Qaudio was 
unwilling to. avow his intentions prema- 
turely, ' he gave an^ ambiguous answer : 
he then desired him tQ prepare for in- 
stant departure^ and threw the monqy 
into the l^p of the wife. His authori- 
. tative tone, aided byhi^gcxierosity, in- 
terested the paysanncin his behalf; and 
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'bestirruig herself, she soon occasioned 
.the tardy Michael to quicken in obedi- 
: ence. But when- the Cavalier, his new 
< gviide,.aod the others, rejcnhed the rest 
»o£the company, an unforeseen difficulty 
{Mresented itself in the exigence of a steed 
. fi)r Michael, whose pedestrial proceed- 
• uig was impracticableit The peasants 
unanimously refused to take him up be- 
hind: perhaps, ffbm a reasonable cate 
both for himiself and their horsei, whose 
^harp unfleshy bones presented a seat as 
'.uacomfortable to the would*be rider, as 
hbrweight could be burdensome to the 
.animals. . A soldier, flanked by a large 
:war-6addie> and shackled in arAiour and 
accoutrements, was a being too terrible 
for such familiarity; wherefore^ the re- 
luctant ;$^^irfl found hituself under the 
hufniliatiag i^p^sity of admitting a dou- 
ble, burden on his genius. This embar- 
rassment overcome, the. whole party 
p^c^cedt th$ boundaries of the forest. 
, .r : yi\kfXi thpy bad ridden; for, a Considcr- 
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able timet ^^^ were advanced into its 
very bosom, the Italian suddenly stc^ 
ped, as Michael, in spite of ErcoltaiS^B 
remonstrances, had, for some thuii^, 
loudly ^^med him, that if they weitt 
much farther in that direction he should 
be ignorant of the way. And now C3a\i» 
dio desired him to bring them shortiiy 
to the secret valley, which he began to 
describe, and also the edifice situated 
within it. At this command, the horror-- 
stricken guide began to roll his eyes, said 
mutter a heartfelt repentance for having 
undertaken so perilous a commissibn $ 
but the Italian, despising and disregard-- 
ing his fears, insisted on a prompt per^* 
formance of his will. The poor man 
resisted until the peasantry came up, and 
learned from his supplications what was 
the service they so artfully lutd been in- 
duced to embark in: in consequence 
they testified against Rowland a grftat 
resentment, which proved itself to he 
founded in ah unmanly puttllanimity. 
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Whefi the loldiers were insf ructed in the 
scruples of their rustical companions, 
they pquantly derided them, and pro- 
fessed theiAselves faithful t6 the cause of 
Claudio; who, encouraged by their firm- 
ness, and convinced htiw necessary was 
a vigorous exertion, drew his poniard, 
and dapt it close to the throat of Mi- 
chdel. ** Dastard!*' cried the furious 
Cavalier, " if you shrink from our agree- 
ment, this sha(ll be the reward of your 
£siithlesSness. I have purchased a portion 
of yoAr dme^ and till it be expired yo4 
shall be my submissive slave. ToU 
know niy will ; likewise you know the 
consequence of sKghting it ; so let you3^ 
CoWardiee siill difrcct y%Hi : before you 
hsLitn ii Uncertain, but * here it is una^ 
voidable.'^ He then ordered Ercolani 
to galic^ foremost, and the peasants 
kweditito a sbOen silence^ fdUawed the 
Cavalier and his tr^ojpers. 

At length they arrived 6n the broiiV 
•of the hei^its thak overlooked the val- 
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ley, in the centre of whicli stood the 
mystic chateau. There the Squir.ei stQpt, 
and turning ta his master^ besought him 
not to tempt his jhiin by entering those 
dreadful' * waljs> for that/ Michad - had 
related circumstances respecting them 
tvhich made his hair stand an end. Tb^ 
Cavalier was chagrined that his Squire, 
•wh'oni. he knew to be as valitnt as. loyal, 
should be.infectedby so vague aa:appre- 
hension, and he sharply rebuked' the 
foUy of his petition. Michael then led 
them around, and they b^ln do -de- 
scend by. a gradual path hpIk)W0d[into 
the earth. The ; repulse ' J^rc^nni = had 
experienced^ was not othei^wis^jr^^yal 
on his fesurs, than to ccfuffoimdr them 
with Wonder at his nnfaster's presump- 
tuous rashness, which he was xt)nvinced 
would come^ to an evil issue, as his steed 
stumbled ; a mishapimmediately received 
by the credulous rider for an in&Uible 
portent of ill. •' 

Without misadventure they all retchr 
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ed the gates. After a violent knocking, 
to which no notice was bestowed from 
within, they attempted to force them 
open; but their united efforts were un* 
availing, the £BUitenings being immove- 

. able ; at length they paused to recover 
breath, and advise what further to un- 
dertake. The local ignorance of the 
troop submitted to the dearly bought 
knowledge of the Cavalier, and they 
proceeded round the walls, in compli- 
ance with his opinion, until, they all 
came before that part of the structure 

.whence he escaped: there they stopt: 
yet human figure or voice they nei- 
ther saw nor heard oa any of the ram- 
parts or towers, and but for the careful 
security of the portal, they wouki have 
thought the place absolutely deserted. 
Qaudio retrograded, a feyv: paces, the 
better to view the whole extent of tht 
wing: : by ascending akhoU a Utile mott 
distant, he overlooked the wall, ^d 

. glidu^g Jhis eyes from Uk b^^ 
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favoured his cjescent, he fixjsd them upon 
thie eveatful chamber, which Windows 
were down, and their shutters dosed* 
. ' He determined to scale the ransparts, 
and xnake an entry through that part] 
whatever might be the opposition. £1^ 
communicated that resolution to tte 
cttfnpany, who shewed a fearful rdiio- 
tance to fulfil it ; but Claudio and his 
Squire afforded them a brave exzmjpit^ 
for, ^ving^ach other assistance^ they 
soon surpassed every obstacle : in which 
conduct they were sucoessfully imitated 
by the encouraged party, who, binding 
thmr horses to the brambles below^ 
cliH^bed*tothctop,andrgoined theG»> 
valier. The Italian then hrckt througii 
the casements, and jum|)ed into the 
room. It was hideously disordered f the 
boards bi^ng foully Gained with blood; 
l>articulair\y in that part where he so nar- 
rowly had ehided assassination^: : their 
slipperlness was increased ;by the gOK} 
which served to guide the ^hsamm<ii» 
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vafier; who, discrimiirating the stsdned 
footnarks according to their various 
directions, ^scovered the hidden door. 
t)eforeidrich the tapestry was redrawn; 
and ibrcing his passage, ehtered the mi- 
serable chamber. Plrecided i>y the €a-* 
VaMer, the troop crossed it in profonnd 
silence, and proceeded along a dark ser- 
pentine passage that brought them to 
the bead of the corridor, half a dozen 
paces beyond the bed-chamber door, 
wherethrough they aft re-entered. 

The peasants bemg ignorant of what 
^troeftil business occasioned their journey 
thithtery were loit in horror and amaze- 
mfent at what they witnessed; which the 
ItsdiaA no sobner heeded, tlian he dii- 
'dosed, ab cotfcisdy as his full heait 
wotdd pertnit, all diat was I'equisite to 
Vb^it understanding^ th^ spectade thait 
appsdfed them. He then snatched the 
'hdm of Henri from the comer where k 
was cist; invoked itis master, and pr«j^ 
t8ented;iH<f tketcMicTsj^coftjuring them', 



184 TH£ THREB BROTHERS. 

as they regretted his loss, to persist in 
an undauntjed research : then adjusting 
it on his own head, he cried, that it ever 
had been used to act as^ a beafion.in^tjbte 
pursuit of honourable danger, . aiid» at 
the head of the obedient party, ran down 
the corridor. After, an examination. of 
numberless apartments, naked of human 
vestige, they struck down the grand spi- 
ral stair-case which terminated in . the 
second hall« That was dism:^ as the 
rest, and the first signs of inhabitants, 
out of the upper chamb^, were distin- 
guishable in the apartment, wherei^ the 
Italian had supt the precedipg. night. 
There the hearth was not 'quite cql^) 
but the embers displayed jiq .spark of 
fire, and were rudely sca^t^edjabout. 
An idea of their concealment ^ (Started 
into Glaudio's nii|id> whic^,che3;)sh^ 
for the most reasonable surnoise 9£ the 
conduct espoused by the viUsuni^ '^ and 
open to the peril of ct^.sujrprisal t>y;aui- 
bushment^ ^ jcautioxi/ed Jl^s. fc}U(9$weiY 
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kgainst nq^igent separation : he after- 
.wards proceeded through either wing; 
exafnined and re-examined every quar- 
ter in the building,- hall, entry, court, 
or chamber, with ineffectual scrutiny. 

Overlooking no accessible place, they 
perseveredin their labour for many hours, 
till the fiadihg light of day obliged them 
to discontinue it with the utmost dissa- 
'tiafaction at its uselessness. They were 
much surprized to find the evening set 
rih, for the diurnal seasons could but ill 
be denoted within a mansion which the 
stia's brightest rays failed to enlighten: 
* all was duskiness, mystery, horror, and 
with a sudden conviction of the reason 
•in his friends suspicions, Claudio ascer- 
tained the dusty worm-eaten banners, 
.'su'spended in the grarid hall, to be em- 
-bdlished with the arms of the antique 
mar^liisate de Souvricour. 
"'■ As Claudio was stedfast to tlie opi- 
nion* that the house was not, as it 
seemed,' deS^rted^ be desired to spend 
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the night therein; homing that the ruf- 
fiafiS) when elated by the zppxttnt vt' 
moval of danger^ would bring tfaem- 
lehres to detection: yet dubious of tte 
acquiescence of them^ who wen^witfi 
him, to so hazardous a project, he en* 
deavoured to beguile iheir attent£6& 
until night blackened'; which iie did so 
artfuBy, that they thought not of a re- 
turn , till it was evidently endaagcbred 
by the darkness. The interested Cava- 
lier aggravated the probable mischances 
dn their road to so formidaUe a d^gnsC) 
that the whole party shrunk from tise 
idea '<jf encountering thenti, and assented 
to the reftiaining where they were,- n 
the less dangerous. Accordingly^ dis- 
positions were niade for their lodging. 
Having ^taUed the honed, and cdlected 
a quantity of fire-wood, they pve Sist t tA 
the apartment in the second hdll. Theri 
they kindled a splendid flame, fok* thdugh 
the third quarter of the year Isourccly 
were eitpired, the place was unseasonably 
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cold ; and be^dc9 removing that local 
snclfmenGy, the fire was the only nneaiis 
they had) to tfitttaame their chamber. 
GarofuUy affranging tKenr arms, where 
th^ might 4>e forthwith found, should 
occunrfeaoe reqfuire them^ the entire 
troop ctouched* about the heiarth. 

The aw&il mysteriousness of the place^ 
and the circunistMces that 'temded to 
their present situation, caused a transient 
fttar that chilled the bosom of the har- 
diest, aiid made ^nee painful : at length, 
the coDdesoension of the Cavalier relax^ 
ed their respectful forbearance, and en- 
vwmgid them to join ki conversation. 
A9 the subject naturally enough wate 
founded in their agiti^on^ k concerned 
their temporary abode^ olF which every 
rumour isi the leaBt incliiibg to its diit- 
fiq^utation, through numer6us grada- 
tions of'^prOvinciai ct^dUlity or Mriliul 
aggravation^ waft discussed: principally 
by the peasatits^ of whom Michael being 
the. or2u:le,* arrogated tie himself the 2^ 
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bitration of any dispute respecting the 

truth of theif' various stories* But im 

had not any opportunity: whereby to 

exert bis presidisntship : the minds: of 

his auditors were softened &>r the wiktest 

impression ;. and> tale sucmouoted tale, 

till any accidenta} noise mused th^m nU 

^in sympathetic tertor./ .Extraiyagatnt as 

^ were most 9^ th^se storieis, Claudio coukl 

•undersi^d an alarming, cQbm!epce>. in 

.their several argumeiu»; which infiu- 

€;nced him to conclude, that an.ine^^pfica- 

ble mystery enveloped the fareM: and ite 

vicinal parts.- . ■ ^ ■ :. .. . 

Their xem^eipbrance or; biyenticm 
exhausted, each pne- subsid/od^ioCo . a 
mute rumination. The timfit went fay 
uninterrupted by any thing jbostUe to liie 
company. .Claudio spent the. hours in 
poignant reflection, and xnournfuUy.SMr 
the dawn open on him, without occUEf- 
rence. consolatory to his friendly grie€ 

The peasants, who from s^ dread .of 
more perilous departure, not j^pnipl^i- 
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sanct to the Caralier, had consented to 
Mmain in a place their bigotry held ac- 
cursed^ no sooner c^ied the solar beams 
{gilding *the height of the ramparts, 
than they moved to go : against which 
the Itafian saw it would be in vain to re- 
monstrate, as with him they had passed 
an apprehensive night, unrefreshed by 
food orisleep. He, therefore, wisely sub* 
matted with the best grace his mortifica^ 
tion would allow him to assume;- and 
while Rowland with the rest went round 
to caparison thdr horsey he asceinded to 
the top of a high detached- tower, that 
stood at the^^ front pf^ the exterior ^rea: 
he judged it to be the Warder's lodge, 
for it commanded* an CKtensive view of 
the country; - cspeAzXfy towards the 
west r> on the other pcHUt^, the sight* 
wassomewhat obstructed by the<:rouded 
forest and the pinnacled mountains, 
whose tops were clothed in mist yet un« 
mdted by the sun. Widiin a furlong 
of the western wing, bounded by an 

■'•;•■ ■ ■ ■ i.u.» ■ ' 
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elevated baa^,;fl0!w;e4:tb^ bjroad wdim* 

petuousTiVjex wIuc^h^Cls^ldiQ itndeistoodi 

to be the Rho^e. U» : xmghhm^hooi^ 

staruck hipi to be higjA:^. fyti^r2^ti to 

^ purposes of pillage, and ix$ ttanspor- 

tation^ which be doubted not were, the 

practices of the habitatoi:s of that nemote 

chateau^ the vaults beioeath which, loight 

by sttbt^Franean excavations he coor 

nected. with tte caverns hollowed into 

thf ru^ed boundaxiy of the atreaim; 

a coxHiiv^nc^ to jEadlitate escape Eke- 

wise, p? ^fiSpicd poittceajmcrit. : : j > * 

- ; Fps^e^j;! by^ tikh notion, he intimated 

k to hi&: fp)}p)W€if 3 ;: protested* the vef]i» 

festi^sjof? ^Q /g?^ wJuch;tbey' wSere 

^ri; 5^pc^(«>gj e^df»<Jed the lurking io4 

people wi^ili; ^uetd required thor.assi^: 

^nce in ,a i^ew and ' betteb pronusang 

re^arch,^ which' was to visit eadicpetie* 

traj^le gap along the river side.: Thwc 

vi^ges, were rblltok of dvSity to tKia 

reqijiest; sQiCSiAudio .forbore itsr bepetON 

iU>nv^4 it^^longcr delayed.their relkiru 

From the helmet of his friend he pluck* 
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ed th^ biillUnt star, and suspending it 
.ftom his neck, vowed unceasing activity 
in his ddi venmce : he then followed the 
troop, bestowix^ a painful and lingering 
look on th/e walls, which he still suspec* 
te4to be the prison-hQuse of his beloved . 
Chevalier. 

As they rode briskly on^ the Italian 
CQAStdcred what conduct it behoved 
him to take : so various were the induce- 
ni^ts, that he ; reached the. village, 
>(rhence he sqt out on his vain. pursuit;^ 
ext he ultinuteLy resdlved to proceed 
with the fleetest celerity tq, Chs^eau 
$.ivemant, and instruct the ,Mar<^uis iif 
his sQ^'sjDP^i^rtunet This resdutjou hf 
wa$ted.i>9,tfme iaput^^ practice; 

£px after allowixig his hoi;ses some tixne 
tp be refreshed, he bade fa:rewel, to 
Rowland, and dispersed a recompexicc 
among his . companions ; then tufning 
from their acknowledgmcntss^ ^: V^ 
veljif d the road to a town .nupy leagued 
distant. .., 
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There he rested the ni^t, b\it ean^ 
as theprime of day continued to jcnitncy 
over the Rhone, and athwart the sduth- 
crn lioncns ; so that in a vcty few ^daryi 
he reached an iuberge, hdt mki^y nmes 
distant from tippci* Langncdbc, iri wKkfa 
province was situated the Marquiisate d^ 
Souvricour. • Tint latter day's travd- 
lirtg hadoverpowercd theni with fatigWc ; 
so finding pleasant ttfreshment, anci apt 
attendances thfey appi-opriated theafteri 
noon to the? rSnoVation of ihemsdves 
and steeA/ iThicy remoiinted with 
high spiritil, atad 'as they had deviated 
from -the proper roa^, because fts meian- 
ders 'dissatisfied the impatience of the 
CaVaKeii, he curiously inquired the rcia- 
diest wa^ acroiss thecountry ; in - whicH 
being instructed by the good people of 
the house, he rode off, and left them 
delighted with the liberality du Cheva^ 
Her tr^ aimable. 

In a not unpleising perturbation cf 
i^irit, effected by the wine which' t6 
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satisfy his ardent thirst he copiously had 
imhibed, also elated with liope that the 
jflurney was drawing near to a close 
which only friendly zeal could have en- 
abled him so indefatigably to prosecute^ 
the. Italian struck his spurs into tlie sides 
^f his courser^ which feeling the' sharp 
incitement drove thundering on. Poor 
Ercolani, inferior in horse or horse- 
manship, was unequal to this furious 
speed, and often retarded it, by necessi- 
tating bis master to stop till he rejoined 
-him ; and though he fdit much mortified 
by these delays, yet all emulation of ayi 
-equal <pace proved vainly painful to hij» 
*'Stced. However^ his'c!oncern was so high 
^£or.thc character of that favorite, th^ 
iie glozed the truth, and attached thfi 
blame to whatever his ingenuity c<xuld 
devise, until they were advanced intp 
the barren bosom of a* spaciouSi h^b* 
.As this '. became gloomy beneath. :||^ 
,teowau.i£adfis of. evening, i £r)CQluU/S 
-<Bnfiy;^]MSng.agpi^^ the lexperiftiufe 
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of the recent misadventure, began to 
fernient emotions so disagreeable to 
-his breast, that exclusive considcraticm 
^ve way; and feeling a most uneasy 
^nsation when- once morc'lefx behind^lte 
besought Claudia to slacken a little. 

His request- being complied with, lie 
rode beside his master, and soon found 
fellowship to be so heartening, that his 
habitual talkativeness broke put; and 
•after several prefatory -hums, which were 
meant to reprosu^ the taciturnity of the 
Cavalier, he began to ^)eak in an inveo 
tive mode of Pierre, whose similar dis- 
appearance .with. Henri was as yet uiw 
^known to him. But it being otherwise 
with/the Italian, this ill chosen topic 
freshened those griefs which somewhat 
-had been alleviated: by the diversity of 
object, and he rebuked it with anger, 
andrebufied theSquire to aidumb ifumi* 
'nation of his bitux dislike to Fiertto, 
^o, by his oiDtumaciim belutviour,; 
had incurred ^he sharpest ^afimam 
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iWhicfa Ercdani's simple head could coii- 
Joeive,' ivheii insulted in its vanity of 
iinpbrtance* 

The western horizon was now streak* 
ed with the rearward lines b( light, and 
these' faded awiiy before any huwian ha- 
int'ition cheered the: prospect : they had 
'{massed X vast ^expanse of level waiste^ and 
^tke thkkciiiing niist- shrouding what 
HBfos^ before -them, presented it to :the 
'fancy immeaSYirable in extent. With 
^houghts^ too- much ^mplo^ed to bestow 
a'inbment's refl^ctionoa bodily danger, 
the Cavalier dashed oil ward; but Erco- 
lani by recdiection ^f the pa^ > \vis 
^^mpted tO^H'appteliendoA 6f that to 
-come, ;axidi bestirred HimMlf'^in prcpan- 
t»bi)ibr*the w6i»yi^ekinjg his^quebuse, 
' aind aacoiit^lng i^iipfi jtlf in' big lookis. 
.','- MiBantinKf «he vf og ^condensed ' into 
- ciou^-yet' they wen* pflrooeediwg boldly, 
L^ii^ttrthtt' voice of ^rf Invisible person 
J6PepxMkpd fortfh^:^^.^'^^ etaptainl they 
.iera;;att-f(^iOQjt!^'^£ro(Uaiii heard tlic 
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sound'without disUagui^biog the jtense^ 
>nd ley^iog hi$ w^^poQj dfechargcd it; 
a shriek audibly feminine saluted him in 
jreturst; O^udio- ensured hi$ precipi- 
tancy, aod turned' to the spot whence it 
Ji^ited* .He found an antiquated beldam 
j^iCstr^ted along th^ ground ;^y hep they 
,Jrai9ed.her> it is^emed that mere fright 
bad so affected her, for thanks, to the 

. impecfectiouof Ercolani's aim, sh« other- 

• •"•■'. * • . 

riyise was unhurt; She sooO: j?ecovered 
. hcr.t^Quni^e whea she found* hei'sclf' ii^ 
Jbi)jriQrable company ; and begai^ wuh the 
garrtiUtyn^tural to age to tell them, tW 
*er cottjge.wasjjuot a dozen paces flia- 
,tiint,>njd thatahe had ventured' from it 
-to plwk :sQmc Herbs frorti tjhe moist 
^earth axotisid bu .When Claudio spoke 
of his jour oey, aad pointed .out the di- 
(lecjiioa MR which He wished to continue, 
,iA^Q&xmtd that it wa^ absolutd^t itn- 
pasnble, .»» ^he fog, jvhich didsemitAed 
the/sWamija aoki ahy^in^ that la]El)e£9Qe 
bkn^i^^uld ikcelve him u^ certaifi 



peril: jshe ooitcludcd; an enuroeriitiort t>£i 
the manifold difiicukks thait endangered 
hb proceeding, hy an ob6e(]\iious invi- 
tation to f epose \ti her humble dNYeU** 
nig. As tliis appeared the most reason* 
able stepi Claudio acc^^ted it, and wsuti 
guided t)y his> tottering hoetcif 9 tp iiSi 
jkior Hi ^er hut : haying acCommodiftp^ 
tise bmtses besucath an fid^okAng i^^d^. 
the $«pitrt . fallowed hit mMattrimA 
cntensd. ■•: ■•> 

: /•* I cannot vpromise you very deScat© 
fbod/' said the ddwomaii; ''907cm wfll 
^ much dis^pouited in that fxpecta*? 
don; but all that my poor: panCty 
affords your honours are heartily tldi^ 
came to*^' ; - 

' ♦* A mighty civil kind 6f a bodly^*'| 
•Observed £rc6Iani9 who was vainly; 
pleased hf an address which ranked 
him with^ the Cavalidr: liut darkness 
amfonnds aU hnmah observ^ibn ^ de^ 
gree; ^o tiiat before a light wis kindled^ 
she ikniew ooot tbat sbs' harboiurdr, tjafy. 
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lord' and hJi sfervint^ heitbcr did they- 
HUfSpect nature tc be giiilty of a figure so*^ 
hldeouB an4 lottthsttftie. It nrright' onrt 
hit tnll, and in youth erect, but hkrdiy • 
wiihiii rttemctry, for many- year* xvcre 
requil^t^ Ik) to deface its t>ropol:tidni/ - 
Her 'zieek defied discovery, *;flfnd 'her, 
simkeii- he*i «hook wit1i^«the?|>id6y tiB 

agt'tt iSioiigiiF'k >4^oatd lu^ tami^biai^ 

lblf:«iia Atold]);t&d|fa< of! Ji^ 
def$, which lohghaddiscontihti^ttrytk*'' 
ipliry; jftSFCnerhad a.^Utrtfd'att^tisidefraA)!^^^- 
a«eridfciit5y -afto^e th* otl*r ^ WhSl^^htf* ; 
8kiiiiiy>. bbkblnV fsarioh^d. ihto- ^ddes,' lifftl;^' ' 
(^Ikttt^'tfir'tiie Tc^eated aisaiihs'rdf'jk^-^ 
fleshlesar: iMd aiciQttie;^dkiit,gvd^ieft c^ 
mo<iked ' ' ift : ¥h tite lbi»^ • otnfdaiminc ' ^ 
j^luili^as/f SRc ttloifteiKlboit^itii jftl*i*^\ 
priaif¥g> eellrfJtsy^k itt3W*t4xJl6W - 

that^^ai effected, hy utcgfA^thfiAi^ ^ 
her lifaibs, iwflich bowed into jlnidst eVci 1' 
ryditectidn, enabled her td turn iny way " 
with eqbalMfate ahd* grate; " In aAVordy* 
she WHS* a lireature even naore terrific' ^ 
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than' disgusting; and for the fiwt hatf , 
hour, Eroolani sate in the mof»t tormient- 
ing expectation of some sudden exhibit 
tion of witchcraft. 

However, th? earnest dispatcli which 
she manifested in preparing for their 
entertainment, greatly softened liis opi« t 
nipn of her ; but what completely re€ilR-< • 
cikdhim to her personal deformity, was- 
the good natui'^d freedom with which*, 
she engaged him as an occasional assist^ . 
ant in her culinarycomposition, forthsit . 
provided him with many opportHQitiet . 
wfiereby to diqplay hift own proficioncy'w ^ 
in, that important att« After a. thousand 
lit^e whispering consultations ia whioh' 
Italian suggestions^ of improvement 
generally sorrendere^ to the vain posi^ 
tiveness of French egotism, the productF^^ 
of their mutual lalNMir was displ^ed;* 
apparently a wholesome supper. • The 
consequential Squire helped his direc-^ - 
tress lo draw from a recess an imwieldy. 
cakcn.table, oa which she spre^.aiiap- 

K 4 



ICQ THE THRfi£ BROTHEHS* 

• kin^ and arranged the dishes: she then 
. made an attempt at a courtesy^ for the 
sight interpretation of. which she was 
solely indebted to the quick conception 
of the Cavalier, who returned her civi- 
lity, drew his chair, and began to eat 
with agood appetite- In the ccHirse of 
Iu9 meal he asked for sQfne drink;' but 
as the situation of the tahk incoavtai«» 
enfied the hostess's approach to a cup-; 
boards N^hetdn th^ liquor was^shcrsaidy' 
ke proposed to wkMniw it: Mdth that 
intentioB he took hold^ g£ . tvw Tings^ 
tf tMlied.to the »idev buC^tl^fy^yielded fo 
kis strength^ aiid -be; pulkd open . a 
dra^er^jUiat the old woman ioimedi^ifely 
reached her band toreclose^ hut not be- 
fore a dovnirard glanCeof Cktudio set* 
tied tm die shiny blade of a dogger.? 
^ Parbkui^'' oried. ttfbe,. rpreventing -hIs; 
remkrk, ^^ poor Leonard^ what wall lie 
doP^* ^ Pray who isthis sinle Leonard 2" 
asked £rcolam« . • 

. ^^Mj son,t' answered the o)dnvomab ^ 



■^ i 
I 



TUB' mnxE -nsix>TH^v^ ao v 

and tile staff of my ag& Heroes every: 
Aov fthdthenio a village three ^foup 
mites frDtn here, ^AA bq ike >W3y being 
dugerqus^ lie ateoimts this,: his sa^? 
guard; but hegiigently hasleft itr bdun4 
llim ' tcMiay.'' > Sayiug tAtis . with the 
promptitude jofliUqgffiirjF^die took it up^i 
and r^kk aTfttrfect'waif ^frWMHHKero^ 
tbiftey^ it to Qiicark a «aatt bbttk* 
from wHidi ishe pressntedL a cup ^,^'^& 
ta.hor-giiwt*.;-.':. 'j'. . rif,;,- /: 

i. '^ough tiot v^ry cxoolldnt, the . yvixt^ 
ira» {sbaflung to the palate ; and the fttM 
bottkr/tHdng^sooQ exhausted, a.steond 
^a9 4>rottght out to the infificlf :grati&* 
toidii<0£'th^:SqbiKi taut bar Aly.didLho 
htttfth the Aosti from ifae dsnrbftt^ ere. t^ 
loud dattcriqg^ioF jhcxi& amaouaicod'itih^ 
apprmch o£ Shorsemen, of / whom y, one^ 
dumted 'loadly and repeatedly: at ,rthe( 
door^ithecottage^ ^ »Stay a mOmeBH^* 
ssddtte <0ld:iQrom^ laying her iihrivH^ 
fed hand x^{»m: Slrcolani^s: ^' perhaqtt 
.llMext''ttfil9&VM^be\iitedfiDr tliis peami^ 
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bcHtte/' Thto€aldAgit:froin:iikir^she 
'IMifddled 'i5;'tb6i:door;':and pulting it 
ifptrtimilta^BtttdJi^^ the 

iimA ' nobi^lMk iMngfatl'^ ;, . • ■: ..: ^^ 
Thtjy^'to iBi4it)iiff-^€f4{x>k69pi!c>vcd nM 
e-kim- orkfaef ifbtodibiikthecaddi^ 
ii»^ me^M;^fet V«^ ifisregaid^ hoc 
•{)i^e(^, ii Moke^ TO^^iiestodcshclter be&calb 
imi^o^j «s.%;hoiiie is'iuM^'' xepbed 
^le in a tone of dis^ppc^timnt^ AiidtMi 
^fntered'much diwrderccL ^SOor Ic«i 
^rffi Fecbmpence^*^ you < Munifioshtly/' 
BTged the ^ut^od* i^pokesman, wboui, 
it^ Urafi n^e&3y to repube^ - i^ Qac word 
i^'a^ good ai im - huidired^Vi .^^an^wcraGl 
lAie^i^^clditivoflaHini'.^klcl^^ yxHr^thM 
& no^ place for you. . If, as you .say$<yoa5. 
#i*fliy -be Lft "Want iof ^ a'Jbdgping, iH^ the. 
j^fior)^ Heqjbefiir«^6u^^ the. fiatftber sido: 
i^^in tc4eRU[>k oondirioof,;^axid -conttkHf 
hs^kkbie^^ia^fnrat^/^ 4iMdlc^ toantONl 
^traity,^he^):xdu£ted tfao tntettbts tof 
feaBtil^ th4t;Claud»^i::iilcrffn^ 







their iavour came too LitCi/ for she waa 
^dured to aU subsequcnt^cxpostiolation i^ 
wherefore be angrily turned &om th^ 
decrepit ha^ who k^s* easily .C8cape4 
from the lickerish fircoLjOQi^ as by hiuii 
dK wa$ questioned^ why she wasso par- 
ticular^ about the unopened bottle. ^\ \ 
suspected that my boy might -be come 
back^'^- replied the^confident old woman^ 
^ and I know that he will bring wine 
more worthy your master 't^ and yovr/ 
own. taste.."^ 

' ^^ I understood that your: son wenC 
gn foot,? said the-Squire.. 
: " Yea/* answered, she;; ^ but he haa> 
firiendfii and I. warrant that they would 
readily mounti him in, siich a. night a&; 
this is»'' .-/ 

-., " But/' : continued.Ercolaui,- " didn!t 
you hear that there .wer^j.more tkiu onc^ 
horseman MJudgedthem to beawhole. 
troop^long b«foi:e they <:ame up*!'- . 
-" My ears are not. the best/* repliedl 
the astfut. oldicwpmam ^^ When a&» 
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youthful as yoUrsdf my »tists were n 
i|>t." Then bdin^ presented with aiuS'- 
cup of the des&red win^, he fbund the 
^iiUe dose of liquor •and flattery so 
gratifying, that he f^Mrbofe &tther iuw. 
terrogation, and allowed tlv&<^d tdklarin 
fo'resQiine her position at Oa^dio^^ 
cSbow. After some time, the latter said^ 
^ What priory is that you rccwii^ 
ifiended?' 

^-" A deserted building not a ^tone^9 
throw from my door," his hostess 'ir6» 
ptied. ** Tlie fog concealed it when 
you came to^this quarter-, else it could 
Aot have escaped your nt>tice, £c>r.it Co* 
ttri a large spate of ground, imd im' 
^ome parts ifc iieaiiy entire/** 

** How can those men discover *itV^ 
asked Qaudio. *VThe same fog that 
obscured it from tne^ wi& obscure it- 
fifom them." •* It is chi^y dksipaled/f 
said the woman: ^ besides they all kii# 
torches, so any difficulty will be born 'of : 
^eir iywn blundef belKls.'^ i'The ^teoi^. 
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ftrity x>{ hct speech offended the Italian^ 
who, ^alike. wearied by his hoiteas*aD4 
his journey^ desired to be ushered to his 
bed. The dd woman cfaearfuUy obeyed^, 
and professed a similar iiiclifution^ 
^^ JLe^nard wil^ hardly be back now, - ^ 
she muttered^ while ascending the cot* 
tage staks to <lirect Clavidio to hischam^ 
ber; *^ therefore 'twould be simple to 
sit tip iHter with that expectation/' She 
pointed to the room^ and wishing the 
Cavalier a pleasant repose^ turned down 
again* In the next moment, Ercolani 
bei|)g warned by hh master^ that he for- 
getfully had left the arquebuse below^. 
descended in obedience to fetch it. . On 
re-^ntesingtJiesupper room, heexpressc4 
lAudi mnrprize at a iiresh faggot being 
1^ oft the ironsy but* the old woman 
excused it by sayiag. That ahe was ac^ 
cU^tomedr through infirmity constantly 
to lie with a fir« nmr her bed. On heaj:«^ 
|pg .th»^ 'frcokni inqu^ivcly gla2ice4' 
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huddled in one comer; he then bade B^ 
a good tiigKt, and' went uprwkH mdaii^ 
cHoly expectance of as' nificrabfe aw ac^ 
eommdd&tfon. Herein !icr>^a« plcj^sahtly 
tindeccTved^, for bcihg* diimi*55e<t by iImf' 
C?ivairer, he impatiehtly iiridpcssJcdj ex?^ 
tihgurehed the Hgfitj and, giddy witfr , 
the fumes of ihdi'gcstioni mtgnid'hinl* 
srffto stupid, tinrcfitshiBg sleep. ' ■ 

As Cfeudib- haid bccto feAiiiSarized ttt? 
cvdykind of COTch ihthemiitfrt^cani^^ 
He' "Was tibtf at ail incommoded by thd^ 
cbarscnessiof titat wHich he how str*tditt' 
ed upon: be^des^ the engrossniienti^of 
his mihd'werc-condudveta-bodily hatA 
diHood, Wfiercfore^ no ifrii^oldtisf toittft 
derance intemipted ' liis medKtatioRs; 
Reconciled? to tfic Dlvimtyi 'i^^ bim^ 
sdf, he composed Itis fimbs^' aikl k»t3y 
&nnk into oMiviSi h8})piiiess>.' - - ^ ^ *• 

His repose was not pfermMientj bdfi^ 
ih the fiHthdurdistafl)^ byancbi^il» 
cms dreams $- for^ in reliity, ^ <mt^r^d ' 



t 



Tllfi THREB. MU>TH£Rp. tLCf 

fidf to these, as every child of natur.4; 
h^^ experienced. > Once tqq loudly n)ade« 
it';»trained tjie bonds of .s)ec|>i^ yet Wins 
thQ Cavalier too faintly tlar;ned i& scns^ 
ta be ^wakened in understanding, and 
hf startjcdup iq that- stupor prevalent 
\yrhile reason slumbers, ignorant whctbcs 
tbQ sound was ringing in his cars or his. 
imagination; its- louder repetition comt 
pktfly awoke him, but; to the irresdu^ 
lionrof. terroir-; and he -sate for several 
moments. vpright )fi bed, . so benumbed 
^:^y$Fy ^i¥^^Y" ^^ he; was powerless 

• ■■* •• •• ..< 

•He jfi^ ibeguiled by: the mutability 

and comprehensiveness of vision into .a^ 

bei|iof,jh^tl)e night was half spent; and 

l^.litifepex^taaix^.untinpely and indistinc| 

sirring o^.p^csaa^iA tl^ lower, roonou 

• As this; m:Qmmenced after. &< mon^ient's 

ce^a(ipq,/;hA.rCc41ected his- dispersed 

l^ttSH^S^^Svi'^^ '^^'^^^^F ^^^cd the 
^A.yf^ fi^eps of cautious lightness .1\^. 
scuiorhb hi&'clfithtti.' And. inlh. intervals 
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iftfbre&tliless i^tentioii^ drew jfbenl ah^* 
^lesriy 2(bM% hiliiv He therv^toc^ iiik 
i¥^r<l; ct«|«^to lil&^<Mr ) «tatiitehed4«) 
but stood ^i^Sd^aM ttrtiat «0'«iA(kri 
iake:^stfice'90(M^dkc}ded^blrli4)li^ De^ 
ScribiiYg cfrclts T>efol^ his body lo-^^lirs^ 
h of projection y kin sword dhcottl:^tered 
tn obstacle tkat returned ]iK>'Soulid. TlM 
€aVfllk!r jud^ed-it to be^^ humatt 
iSfHe«iMoii9,- Mid* inshhig fcvMHi^d'^i^ 

' Hiked tl(ro»t of k tniate "O St^ Ja-nu^* 
H*tis!" -^aentetie^ tlie faltfeiittg '>)(rre«cA. 
With this invocation Claudio wats hietl 
inikCAtKiir; Hthd ^^Ii^tigMs fing;eAt,>he 
*rhist>c*»ed *«Ett*aft«ir '■ i > ^ 
« Oh, Lord, 8%horr iddkttificd tlt« 
httlf^iMrottiiea- Stfakty-wkoy 'batrfe-to hb 
' sltiit^'and sMverihg'w^^eMBffi^tili^ ib^ 
iind -ebld^ Wm ^:tttly-tittta^tiMg iili< tiie 'pd^ 
iigeiar the-liiad-df thfc«airt.. v' -• <.j. 
^ "'What' btOoghi^ j^ ^it1ia^'te«1^ 
tondit^n^ ititeitc^aC^dtJieftaKaa.'iv- 
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tht Squire:/^ £orif die i^condbeiaotMk 

the person of that cursed old hag, 1% 

(ease to hstree f^kh in the firil. But Sor 

HeavenV sake hush^ Signor!. discovery. 

of pur MratchfuUiess i^y bring ;about l» 

the .whole .gang*?' i . 

. *^ Hbt^^ said Ckudio^ retreating ta^ 

his cliaxiiber^ . -. - : 

. . %U have Wtoii heiarlKiKiiiig this i^aij^ 

.bMiv**:«aki£fGc^am» wkh tb^^ul^bk 

Aaggera^pa of > cvitoia* 

; <«.ABd ivi>at have yon iieard ?'* wsp 

«&riaQ6stl:^-askedhy.^i»maiter% v ; ; :*. 

r ^^£Aottght0 4onvincej[xia^|hKt we.Utl 

in the|)D\v^ .of (^utrthtofits^*'* ^ was t tho 

dauntiiig r^ply i whkh w^ ^picdi^el^ 

succeedcAby the cenfirmatkm <if .hearsa 

vplcesi lienqath where they stoodr.- tftA 

A tiqioikieiit.!^»cofn«LQ|tkHb ^ey ;sub$icto4 

•kitaconfuvd /mur^utingsi 2^ tboD^ 

\>y a^thorit«ti\(e 1 Suppression* fila«^^ 

inqulrecL if. . Eccolani had : secupisd the 
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turned the Squire, whose jaws dashed 
m dolorous concert. 

" Tliey must be brought hither," said . 
the Italian. *^. Put on the . garment^ 
which are beneath your arm/* Thci^. 

■ 

Squire dutifully attempted to do as he - 
was bidybut, for the first time^he found it * 
a tedious labour to dress; and not till after ^ 
numberless aukwardnesees, asid conse- 
quent corrections, did he stand up <:ontif 
pletely apparelled* He then-^tole along 4 
die passs^, and returfungiKath the anxuf^ - - 
found his master at the window^ which- 
kealready had unclasped. . *^ Softly shut 
to the door,'' commanded Oaudio^ v 
^ and give me y6ur assistance^ for the 
earth not being many feet, below, the : 
descent cannot be hazardous." By £r- . 

* 

colani's aid he got, out, and hanging by 
his hands, groped about with hb toes in .^ 
hope to find some jutting Ijeam-eiaid 
Mrhereon to rest them ; bot disappointed . 
in ^hat idea, he dFop|>ed with more bold^* 
ness than forethought, for he struck 
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upon some shelving boards, which yield- 
ed with a noisy crash, and the Cavalier 
^Ti* instantly alarmed by a tumultuous 
clamour within ; while the affrighted Kr-- 
colani, leaning out as far as he could 
safely equilibrate his body« repFroached 
the dunjsiness of liis master^ and be* 
moaned his own eacalted station. 
The Itafiin was:8Q' provoked by this 

umeasoxttble^aiidf vftnfitfily. lMihaviour,t 
thit fae * dtsdasried expostulation^ and 
commanded' h!in« to be silent: he was 
so; butbnly to renew his mcautious Qut« 
cry in the next moment \vith increase of * 
dolor. In vaifl \did .the Cavalier, who 
wa§ conscious that their escapjp depended 
on their sedresy^ denounce his Impati-; 
cnce; aiid threat^n.dfscrtiqin ; the Squire 
more pi teously persisted; but was so in- 
articulate front ti^or I that he was long 
before: ^e <QUld make Claudio undetr 
stand, that men were then at the door. <; 
hi* such a moment dchy was sure to 
be fatal ,V FHng.down the arms!*' 



Srii: . TR£ TBllBE BROTHERS* 

cried the Cafvalfer-^*** M^^ 
exclaiUfi^d Ercolani. ^' But : firsts tbc 
arm^!^ shoUted^the halitfi, at whose &et 
they ^e/eimni^dlatetyrcalst; w^ 
idiarj) crash ^thin, 'whifh prdved the 
bursting^'Of the door," sO'dictrified the 
tittering Squirt).' that 'he^ oast :hixnael£ 
headlong (d^wn^ lind t»iit/(fof' thoksid 
kitWviniiiob*^ Of^hit ^xMiter iaitbt hive 
stIiefVd at ' s^itM te(%^8hb^ 
&« gr<»i)^: a» it xm^'^lie tMifr ssrrted'by 
&e htk{)pidst £itv«!iii< t>f^lVovi(tence, iot 
BH^kft&f'Waii fit iaSt&iMtn tbt iicen 
ktok^ of i tibre'^^r deali m -thte yltce 
he quiftcd; ^ a^ttAibydtreoted) that his 
ikuH iir^ ttierdy ft haiii*-b#6addb from its 
desitl-iictit^ «d^; oh n^k^' iaiturc^ thts 
h)b][}et beitbWt»df^^itlj^^Ml«iliM; this 
S\a^td Brcdkrif^ *ek«dtfe«imf^ -ftW: KObfl 
iBlfe f i^^e^lns^ft^i' h«og(feit^iii(klf 
(p^iAi6r^ T]fy^ t;K«dr<)/^Whi^m(.^hQ 
hadIedthe!k)Wtes?'"-'' :.::?, ^^ 
• ^Td «Ko*eleh;<h«'««tiir«y*a^^^ 
he re|)!ied^ 'and^'advapeedi tb g^de th» 
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• 

CUv4ier'; but thd cracking pf the crazy 
suira witbipQ beneaith the number of desr 
€i£x\A^t%y Mv^rjucted then^ in the impos- 
sibility q£ securing the animals bc/ore this 
robbers ;>!eo^kl is&ue . and assail theav} 
jwherefoi^ they tucne^ ^way, aiul run 
into tlie heath. The vapour of mid- 
night, damp and unwholesome, hung 
in dis^mal ^oudiii Qver tlie gi;ound ;, a very 
few yarjcte of M^hich the strongest sight 
^tdd t^n^mmd \^ ^tcp.with confidenci?. 
'As the stagi)a|ion^f the uii; m^^d^ it dif- 
ficult : Xo ^resjrtrjey lh§y AVfifi?. ftK>n pxr 
;haujft^f^ tii^y st;of>pe4) he^:^k«:pe4 Mriih 
th^ijc e^tris tg .th^.g|:pun4i and.^ became 
.pera<i^d6d» .tJllStrii' BUjrsuitF ^^r^ made« i^t 
Jbkad.ewcd:: 3M0ther. iw*y. i- iWiWi^ thry 
xomnuiried: yhftt coursa tft.rjpke,. they 
xSe^edly.iCQnsi^eKd.tlie.Qh^rle^s ysi^ty 
whiichjUQ longer being intej;rupted.by the 
Jow-WK^d-'Qitft^ge^ >vafi drearily blank 
in cveiy QiwirtttrtitUt th©r?v¥»tprn,;»rherp 

a gpreat pileof ir»§guJarj))utt4wg?«'^V^- 
-cned, ^pik.mi^i rising : ifi.M^^k vq- 
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lumes^ till its lofty ^if^ didsolred into 
the gloom. "When he reflected 6n'ttm 
appearance^ Qafudio ^uspected^ * that it 
might be the priory; and, AiU of. hope^ 
that he could find a^istant^ in the trai^ 
Tellers, whom he3uppostd to %e lodged 
therein, he moved hastily towards it. 
Within several yards from its extreme 

; boundary, the earth Mras overgrown by 
flag3, bramble^, furze, and 2JI the worths 
kss -exuberance of uiKuhiVafdd'l^lmiRdf 
so that they experienced acoeiifi to be 
most tite^me, and wei%[ retailed -by 
the dtflicidty in trampling, a path, until 
their ears' were ovcttaken'4>y a- suUen; 
confusion of voices)! ^d iookiag baisk;; 
they diescried many lights rediyv^uati^ 
nterinjg;^ through the '- filmy night.: « i HShiB: 

'Spectacle urged them to double speed, 

- and they caihe before a part^ of the waU, 
storm-riveii-into a- wdndrous -ample 
chasiti. ' * The huge inisha^tn frngmen tB>^ : 

* which'Choaki^d thisr:eiitrance, Y^ere alip- < 
pery wiUi* mots^ aiid^Ubterod^so point- 
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.cdly by the forcible manner in which 
they had been hrcke from the mother* 
Btone^'that a fall might have occasioned 
^n imperfect empalement : nor was this 
their only inconvenience ; for instable tp 
the- footing, they rocked l)eneath the 
weight of the Italians, and oftentimes 
disjointing^! betrayed their feetadown the 
guping hollow; then as treacherously 
redosing^ they crushed them betweeQ 
the rugged sides. Nor did the travellers 
dare, ^vben- stumbling, . to ^eady thtm* 
selves by catching hold of the ivy *d pro- 
minences cm either hand, kst, loose and 
ponderousi, they should ro]l upon thoir 
limbs : wherefore^ with .precariou$ a4d 
studious steps they sumiounte4 ;,that 
minOus barrier, and leapt down ^thin 
' side^ where dlrkness reigned unrivalled. 
. - A//seco^id wall, cold and moist, repd- 
,lc!d their groping hands ; and they found 
•it;to be the intei^or side of an imbowcd 
< passage) which hrm^hed to either haiuL 
/riilSipjMB^ they conjectured to be que 
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'of those usually hollowed through, thfe 
sti^pendou& mass that incases a religpoi^ 
house, for the purpose of secreting tht 
churches endowments and rdics, whkk 
Monkish prgudke imagined to be in 
sohie degree tainted by laical gaze; but 
its more particular use must have been 
to preserve them from the -^rreli^ou^ 
rapine of afoiretimes. Each drawing his 
•iwdrd, aiid feeUng hia ' wayi moved 
'^wly on. 

-■•• Its soippfizlng length' confirmed them 
ifl ' their <JrBt- opinion j but they began to 

• • • 

misdoubt any discov^able outlet being 
'4»efere thefmv ^vhi!i^ Claudia, -who was 
^tll^ lififrwardei}, foufifd the top of the atth 
-gl?adfkj^y- W'tewet, and^ at the '^ine 

{ilace^ the ground ko siftfc beiiekth 'hfe 
•JFeet: he |)€rcdiyed that he was at thfc 

• verge* of a 'flight ol^ ste^ys^ 4own which 
fyr a .cMnpletc - miimle he intt^ldly 
descehded'y and entered a^ ^cotxl passa^ 

• osnilat tb the' hfr^, bi^ dt3^iiSidviiiti3 
the ^nbfisr^df-lb^ itattli^ fat' it(s;6di9Gts 
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on the nerves of the Italians, were im* 
mediate and alarming. A corrupt stench 
fumed from beneath their feet, and com- 
bined with the breezeiess air to mak6 
the place well nigh suffocative. Still 
Claudio was deaf to the arguments of 
ills Squire, and refused to discontinue a 
progress, which, from its mysterious pe- 
culiarity, he expected would bring him 
into some central chamber, once sacred 
to the monastic despot, who knew the 
\ise of that excavation: and thence, he 
judged it within the power of his lungfc 
to arouse the men whom he sought. 
AVith this trust he went on, but not di"- 
rectly as before, for the way many times 
abruptly turning, multiplied its impedi- 
ments every pace, and narrowed so con- 
siderably, that he could reach across 
with outstretched arms: but stedfast td 
one side, he walked deathly still, and 
without hesitation, until he conceited 
thnt he heard a distant noise: he stopped 
with.every sense strained to painful heed> 

VOL. I, I4 
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and desired his Squire to hearken like* 
wise. All relapsed into unbroken si- 
lence. The Cavalier attempted to smile 
at the dominion of fancy, but that smile 
contracted the ghastliness of terror, 
when he heard the noise repeated, and 
Jiis own nanie feebly but plaintively pro- 
nounced. The next moment it again 
arose, but fainter still, it fluttered through 
the sepulchral vault in dcdesome notes. 
" Ercolani!" cried the Cavalier: Ercolani 
seemed to be in a worse consternation 
than his master, for he answered not. 
" Ercolani P' cried Claudio in a louder 
voice: the instinctive echo caught the 
word, and famed it with a thousand re- 
verberations. Feeling up and down the 
wall, he fell into a temporary inanity of 
thought, when he foiind that the Squire 
was absent. Half choaked with mingled 
fright and fume, he gasped most fear- 
fully for breath ; then taking the con- 
trary side for his clue, to that whereby 
he came, he returned with heavy de- 
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jectcd tread. A place whither » tlic 
light of heaven never pierced, the fer^ 
menting mind had wide scope to throng 
with imageries most awful to its ovm. 
apprehension: this experienced Claudioi 
who panic stricken often paused, and 
pausing proved that which he feared to 
be the nameless abortion of his fanciful 
brain. Too free an indulgence iii such 
heated conceits will consume the noblest 
reason, the brain being limited in en^ 
durance, as is the body; as substance 
crushes the latter, so intense and vivid 
thought can distract the other. No lon- 
ger diverted in sense, his head began to 
swim in oblivious phrenzy; bewildered 
in the horrors of darkness, forsakement 
and monumental putrescence, he lost all 
method of deliverance ; and wandering 
on uncheered by object, Jiis perturbation 
became so violent, that he knew not how 
to go ; was so completely lost, that he 
could not discriminate the way outward 
from that inward ; and unnerved by 

L2 
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4he; exertion of an imploring shout, he 
dropt giddily down. 

Haying reposed in this forlorn condi- 

^ion for $ome time, he on a sudden start* 

pd, as if newly awakened from a trance, 

^d smiting his forehead, arose on one 

Jcnee in ^ posture of wild attention to a 

distant noise. It was the outcry of men 

in haysh and dissonant contention ; but, / 

as 2^ proof of human vicinity, it thrilled 

Cl«^u4iO with joy; and after a delirious 

laugh, he moved towards it. In the 

jiois^ of his own steps it became unheard, 

J)ut with an anxious ear, he persisted 

forward. The passage he now pursued, 

plainly was not that through which he 

came ; and certainly Ercolani in follow* 

ing hiiii, had felt along the adverse side, 

which without the sharpness of an angle 

M'^ound into other entries: into one of 

dicse, probably that which the Squire 

had tajcen, Cl^udio thought himself to 

te strayed-* . It progfessively grew so 
blender stnd -sh^llow^ that he was obliged 
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to crawl on his hands and knees : in this 
attitude he had painfully dragged his^^ 
body many yards, when he heard a 
clashing of steel; a shrill scream thefts 
shocked his ear ; afterwards all resumed 
the stillness of perpetrated murder. Tht 
air now Freshened, and laying prone on^ 
his bt&Y, he almost strained his eyes fortit 
from the sockets to certify whether there 
were an opening before him : that therfc^ 
really was, and soon passing through if, 
ke uplifted his hands to heaven and 
breathed a fervent prayer of thankful* 
ness. 

The Cavalier stretched his limb^y 
which sorely had been cramped, but 
vainly looked for signs of those whom 
so distinctly he had heard. I Ic supposed 
himself to be. advanced into the heart 
of the structure, for he had emerged 
beneath an arch within the consecrated, 
ehapelry. There he lingered awhile, tiS^ 
tired of suspcncc he shouted violently, 
laud } hi:; voice resounded deep and hoU 

^3* 
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low, and the Italian listened to its groan*- 
ing throughout the dreary place with 
increased awe^ until heL-sickened at the 
jfaricy that the entonibed dead plaintively 
tnpaned such profane disturbance of 
their repose. . , 

Turning to leave the place, he distin- 
guished a figure, apparently mortal, 
standing before him. Both were im- 
mersed in shade, and Claudia struck 
with glad surprize, called on ErcolanL 
At first -the statue mbvcd not; but on 
.the name being repeated, it whimpered 
an injunctive hush! Claudio stept for- 
ward, and put forth his arm, which the 
.supposed Squire clasped with one hand, 
while slowly raising the other, he point- 
ed towards some object imperceptible to 
:his master, whom: he gently begjto -to 
lead in that direction. \ 

In great expectation the Cstvalfer 
irossed an open part, which Tie supposed 
•to b^ the chapel itself;, andj guided by 
-the mute Squire, ascended steps"imto.a 
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teng gallery, undefended by any kind of 
ballustrade to prevent a stumbler from 
falling through the vacuity. That they 
paced still and slow, till, arrived at the 
fertherend, Claudio so much wondered 
•at his conductor opening a door, that 
he checked him to speak, but was pulled 
forward, while the door reclosed with a 
startling noise. Though they were now 
in invisible darkness, yet Claudio found 
that his companion proceeded with con- 
fidence; and endeavouring to disengage 
his arm from the hand that grasped ir^ 
he slipped it through till th^t hand meet- 
ing his, crushed its fingers with an un- 
relenting pressure, and benumbed them 
with an icy coldness. 
• Astonished and alarmed, the Cavalier 
falteripgly asked, Whither were tliey 
going? No word of answer being re- 
turned, he highly misdoubted his taci- 
turn leader, and struggling for freedom, 
t^rdered him to declare himself. His 
Ijffon a^nd command were futile alike) , 

L4 
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for he still was drawn on by resistless 
might : convinced that he widely had 
misdeemed this mysteriovis person, he 
cautiously extracted a poniard from his 
belt, and thought to transfix the hand 
that held Ms. Unutterable was his ter- 
ror, when that hand relaxed not, -but 
the point turning, innocently glided off 
the obdurate substance. Claudio's hear( 
bounded against his breast, for he witl^ 
whom he held commerce 80 intimate, 
seemed to be of other than mortal birth j 
his touch tremulated the Cavalier's 
frame, and the flooring crumbled be- 
neath his ponderous footfall. The deadr 
Uness of midnight, time so grateful tQ 
the evil spirit, and the compatible so* 
leftinity of the place, confirmed hiiQ of 
preternatural degree in the Italian's ap- 
prehension. As they passed a dismantled 
window, he conceited him, to;bo of gi- 
gantic eminence, and fastly was fainting 
beside so stupendous a bring, when a s«r 
coi^d door, widely opened, an4.to.ttei;,ing 
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into an illumined chamber, he looked 
askance with wan discountenance, and 
crouched beneath the full orb'd eyes of 
the Superior. 

The latter closed the door, and oppres- 
sing the Italian with an immediate oppo^ 
sition of his presence, perused him by 
locks poignantly keen. His cheeks were 
uncoloured, but severe with exultation;, 
l%nd while a wrinkled smile flashed tcanw 
sient maUgnity past them, his high no». 
trils dilated with contempt, 
. Bigoted to the priestly doctrines of 
supernatural visitation being often madip 
in mortal guise, Claudio was wrought 
upon by that distempered fancy to sus- 
pect some such mystic deception in the 
appearance before him, and, aguish in 
every joint, he stole half glances of doubt 
and dread, with the expectation to wit- 
ness its miraculous transfiguration to a 
sublimity of form enrobed in terrors 
pctrific or annihilative.: but a casual 
beam from some torches fixed upright 
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in the decayed fiobxihgv^rfeUirig on the 
Unknown, who in an attitude of menace 
gave horror to the gloomy the Italian 
saw his chest to be scaled with .brazen 
armour, and on his liands,^ which were 
accoutred in iron gauntlets, the chief 
t:ause of his superstitious drcadi 
". After a pause, the most awful that 
.Claudio had ever known, he^ heard hin^ 
4ielf questioned in atone' which Extorted 
an unhesitating reply, " Ytnmg^ man^ 
whither do you make this journey?*' 
V ** Towards the frontier town of-Lan- 
^cdoc,** answered he: ** thencefbr- 
?«rard/'f— . 

► ** Whereto ?? demanded the Superior 
riri a voice of thunder; 
:i ^ Chateau Rivemont,** returned Glau*- 
xlio, incapable of equivocation. 
-; *' My exact surmise," remarked the 
.Unknown in a murmur-j then resuming 
;2 bolder (utterance : ^: Youhg niani did 
any bar> intervene rbet'ci^xt yourself an4 

■^ '. ' • I r ' • I » '.' '.i* " " ( \ \ • ! f ; / » w' f « ■ ^ ) "• i ' ■ i • J- - 
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^ety, would you not solicitously seek 
its remoxral?'*' 

Glaudio solved the artful tendency of 
tins question, and forbore reply. ♦ 

:. " It is the usage of the multitude,** 
continued the Superior ; "but some great 
minds abstract from common fellowship. 
In my path you are arn obstacle which it 
►needeth but a motion to crush." 
lri^^ While thus?'' shouted 'llieltalkn? 
unsheathing his sword in despair. i 

. " Ay, what avail the braves of impo* 
IcBce?" cried the Superior, striking it 
4t6rh ins hand to the^ £armost quartet of 
the room ; and while his shadowing 
tbrcAvs curled into characters of wrath^ 
•he- advanced the point of his naked blade 
to the gasping throat ofthe Italian, who, 
seeing the blackness of foul intent o*er- 
4ipread his aspect, thought himself for- 
.^Jken by chance, and faltcringly mut^ 
jiered ^^ In Heaven is my only hope!'* 
'This exclamation cflFected a deliberation 
in the Superior > for he shrunk into liim« 
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self, and lowered the point of his wea^ 
pon, while his expressive features under- 
went changes, now appalling, now en- 
couraging to the Italian, who knew his 
tiisterice to depend on the caprice of a 
moment, 

. At length this surprizing man resun^r 
cd. " What lenity you may experience 
is not to be attributed to yout own de- 
^rts: deceit and fiction "Urfaen detected 
recoil on the inventor; for more ears 
may attend to a midnight ' tale than what 
the relater wots of.*^ His heart distent 
with pride, be surveyed the abaabed Ca- 
yalier^ and added, ** Two modes there 
are can only give me satis^ction. One 
seals you in aJience perpetual^ the other 
,to silence in particular.'^ 

" Disclose the latter ,'* said Claudio^ 
' *' A rigid oath,*' continued the Un- 
known, " which forfeiture is a continu* 
^tion of this your interrupted purpose, 
and future aiEt of enmity to me.*' 

Self-preservation, the instinct of n^ 
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ture, and generally its infirmity, now 
biassed Claudio in waving all manly or 
friendly consideration; so that but 
shortly hesitating, he professed himself 
compliant to the Superior's requisition. 
" Then hearken,*' injoined the latter^ 
and in a manner gravely impressive, pror 
ceeded to dictate a form of oath solemn 
and unusual. In the invocations of ven- 
geance on its Violation which he forced 
the Italian to make, he appeared to scan 
the mystic tortures of the damned; so 
highly blazoning the punishments cf 
perjury above the conception of Clau- 
dio, that he sickened at the possibility 
of incurring them,^ and with mtch re- 
luctance pronounced those magical 
words which bound him irredeemably 
to the will of another, as the penalty of 
a struggle for free agency was his soul's 
peace. 

The ceremony concluded, the Un- 
known's aspect shone self-gratulatory ; 
and snatching a torch fi:om tlxe ground^ 
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he withdrew to ^ dpbr .opposite to that 
wherethrough he entered; he threw it 
open, and, as he left the room, he turn- 
ed on Claudio a reminding look, and 
said, *' Henceforth when we meet^ 
consider the distance of respect due to 
Julian^ Conte di Fiascanoy 

There are more things in hcavc»ahd earth, Horatio, 
Than are dreamt of in our philosophy. 

Shakespeare. 
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